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Jean Christophe Fotso, PhD 

www.linkedin.com/in/jcfotso;      jcfotso@evihdaf.com 

Cameroon: BP 35328 Yaoundé, Cameroon; Tel. +237 696 586 771 

USA: 401 Buttercup Creek Blvd, #103, Cedar Park, TX 78613, USA; Tel./WhatsApp +1 646 678 9291 

Research & Evaluation Expert 
More than 25 years’ experience in the design and application of state-of-the-art approaches 
to research, program monitoring, evaluation and learning, and knowledge management. 
Strong experience with USAID/USG projects and rules and regulations. Extensive contacts in 
the international development research and evaluation community. 

Expertise and Areas of Interest 

• Developmental evaluation 

• Performance monitoring & rapid evaluation 

• Mixed-methods impact evaluation 

• Large-scale data collection, analysis & synthesis 

• Innovations and user-centered design 

• Social & behavior change 

• Health management information systems 

• Nutrition & food security  

•  Malaria and infectious diseases 

• Digital health 

• Community health  

• Maternal, newborn & child health 

• Family planning & reproductive health 

• Human resources for health 

Skills, Languages and Geographical Experience 

• Languages: English (Full proficiency); French (Mother tongue); Spanish (Very basic) 

• Countries of experience: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Congo DR, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, 

Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia 

Education 
• PhD in Demography, University of Montreal, Canada, 09/2000-06/2004 

• Statistician, Institute of Statistics, University of Paris VI, France, 09/1984-10/1987 

• MSc in Applied Mathematics, University of Yaoundé, Cameroon, 09/1983-06/1984  

• BSc in Mathematics, University of Yaoundé, Cameroon, 09/1980-06/1983  

Membership of Professional Associations 
• International Society for Urban Health (ISUH), New York, USA – President in 2007-2010 

• African Evaluation Association (AfrEA), Accra, Ghana 

• Union for African Population Studies (UAPS), Accra, Ghana 

• International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), Paris, France 

Teaching Experience  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA        04/2009 - Present 
Adjunct Associate Professor, Gillings School of Global Public Health  

University of Douala, Cameroon              10/1987 – 06/2016 
Part-time Lecturer, Statistics and Applied Mathematics at ESSEC and UT  

http://www.linkedin.com/in/jcfotso
mailto:jcfotso@evihdaf.com
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Professional Experience  
EVIHDAF, USA & Cameroon            02/2020 – Present 

Executive Director 

EVIHDAF is an international research and development organization headquartered in Yaoundé, 
Cameroon, which provides services in Research, Evaluation and Learning; Data, Analytics and 
Information Systems; Social and Behavior Change Strategies. Its practice areas include Nutrition 
and Food Security; Agriculture and Livelihoods; Health and Health Systems. Headquartered in 
Yaoundé, Cameroon, EVIHDAF serves the West and Central Africa region.  

Main projects completed or ongoing include: 

• Agency for All (A4All) in West & Central Africa, 2019-2024, funded by USAID through 
University of California at San Diego (UCSD) 

• Research for Scalable Solutions (R4S) in West & Central Africa, 2019-2024, funded by USAID 
through FHI 360 

• Evaluation of the malaria surveillance system in Cameroon, 2020-2021, funded by USAID 
through ICF/PMI Measure Malaria  

• The Exemplars in Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health (ASHER) Project in Cameroon, 
funded by Gates Ventures, through AFIDEP. 

• Evaluation of the malaria surveillance system in DR Congo, 2021-2022, funded by USAID 
through ICF/PMI Measure Malaria 

• Evaluation of national nutrition programs in Burkina Faso and Niger, 2019-2021, funded 
UNICEF’s West & Central Africa Regional Office.  

Abt Associates, MD, USA            01/2019 – 01/2020 

Principal Associate/Research Director & Senior Technical Expert     

Abt Associates is mission-driven organization focused on improving the quality of life and 
economic well-being of people worldwide. Key to advancing this mission is its ability to 
systematically measure the broad impacts it generates across its diverse portfolio.  

To support the USAID-funded Integrated Health Program (IHP DRC), with major responsibilities 
including: 

• Provide research management and technical leadership. 

• Serve as the Leader to develop, validate and provide technical oversight for the program’s 
research agenda. 

• Provide technical support in health systems and other technical areas covered by the 
program (integrated service delivery, Malaria, Nutrition, MNCH, Reproductive health and 
Family planning).   

EVIHDAF, Cameroon             01/2017 – 01/2019 

Founder & Executive Manager 

Nutrition research and evaluation projects overseen 

• Cost-effectiveness analysis of community-based management of acute malnutrition 
(CMAM) program in Niger and Ethiopia; Concern Worldwide, 2018-2019. 

• Evaluation of the Local and Regional Food Aid Procurement (LRP) Project for school feeding 
program in Benin; CRS, 2018-2020 
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Concern Worldwide USA, New York           03/2013 – 12/2016 

International NGO working with the poorest communities in 29 countries, directly reaching and 
transforming the lives of about 7.6 million people (in 2015) 

Director of Research, Monitoring & Evaluation     

Reporting to the VP Strategy & Innovations, lead the evaluation of a $47M, eight-year flagship 
program, the Innovations for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health, funded by the Gates 
Foundation. The program comprised of nine projects in five countries and two cross-project 
agenda (on human-centered design and alignment with human rights principles).  

Selected accomplishments 

• Salvaged the endline evaluation of the four wave 1 projects in three countries (including 
one impact evaluation), led the publication of findings in two journal supplements, and 
presented the key learnings at major international conferences. 

• Led the design of, and oversaw the execution of the evaluation of five wave 2 projects in 
three countries (including two impact evaluations), and the production of a body of 
evidence around effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, and alignment of activities with human 
rights principles.  

• Led the writing of evaluation technical briefs from wave 2 projects and presented them at 
dissemination events in Ghana, Sierra Leone and Washington, DC. Positioned four projects 
for ownership and scale up by the ministries of health. 

• Championed internally the commitment to impact measurement and evidence-based 
programming, which contributed to the drafting of the organization’s first research strategy, 
and a greater attention to projects with high evaluation content. 

International Consultant, Kenya         09/2012 – 02/2013 
• For Population Action International, Washington, DC: Landscape analysis of the family 

planning and reproductive health environment in Kenya. The work involved a structured 
desk review and interviews with key informants and stakeholders. 

• For UNICEF, New York: Evaluation of Round 4 of UNICEF’s Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 
(MICS) program. The evaluation used structured document review, interviews with key 
informants, and data quality assessment of 47 MICS surveys from 40 countries. 

African Population & Health Research Center (APHRC), Kenya   09/2004 – 08/2012    

Leading pan-African research institution that conducts policy-relevant research on population, 
health, education, urbanization and related development issues across Africa 

Head, Population and Reproductive Health Research Program, 01/2008 – 08/2012 

Reporting to the Executive Director, defined the strategic directions of the program, led the 
fundraising efforts, and managed the Unit. Represented the organization at national and 
international meetings. The program’s portfolio included four SBC projects in three countries. 

Selected accomplishments 
• Oversaw the design and execution of, and data analysis from, large household surveys and 

service delivery assessments for the baseline evaluation of the Gates-funded Urban 
Reproductive Health Initiative in Kenya, Nigeria and Senegal. 

• Led a 10-Year evaluation of the Packard Foundation Population and Reproductive Health 
Program in Ethiopia. The findings informed the Foundation’s move from a country focus to 
a regional outlook (sub-Saharan Africa). 
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• Transformed the program from a mere collection of small, short-term, Kenya-centric 
projects to a coherent program comprised of major projects in many African countries. 
Funding partners included large foundations (Gates, Hewlett, Packard), USAID and DFID.  

• Worked with US-based organizations to win two major USAID grants: a) African Strategies 
for Health (ASH); and b) Evidence to Action for Strengthened FP/RH Services for Women 
and Girls (E2A). 

• Presented research findings at international meetings and increased APHRC’ visibility, 
recognition and positioning as an African-based thought-leader in research and evaluation 
on population and reproductive health. 

• For the first time in the organization’s history, opened and managed satellite offices in 
Nigeria and Senegal, and in another city of Kenya. Built and supervised a team of 15 staff 
across these countries, mostly at PhD and Masters levels. 

• As President of the International Society for Urban Health (ISUH), organized and hosted a 
landmark International Conference on Urban Health (ICUH) in 2009 - the first ICUH to take 
place out of North America and Europe. 

• Developed and nurtured partnerships with institutions across African countries, including 
National Statistics Offices, Ministries of Health, and National Population Commissions to 
support the visibility and growth of the organization.  

Associate and Research Scientist, 09/2005 – 12/2007 
Reporting to the Director of Research, led project implementation, and supported the visibility 
of the institution through peer-reviewed publications and conference presentations. 

Selected accomplishments 
• Led a consultancy with UNICEF ESARO on a comparative analysis of neonatal, infant and 

under-five mortality trends over the period 1975-2005 across countries in the region. 
• Led our participation in a multi-country evaluation of the impact of the global and national 

responses to the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. 
• Contributed to the implementation of a longitudinal survey, the Nairobi Urban Health and 

Demographic Surveillance System, with focus on the study of poverty and health dynamics. 
• Led a case study on population growth and presented the findings to the United Kingdom’s 

All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health. 

Post-doctoral Fellow, 09/2004 – 08/2005 
Contributed to proposal development, the implementation of a longitudinal survey (the Nairobi 
Urban Health and Demographic Surveillance System), and supported the visibility of the 
institution through peer-reviewed publications and conference presentations. 

Cameroon National Employer’s Association (GICAM), Cameroon    12/1994 – 09/2000 

Senior Statistical and Economic Analyst - Reporting to the Executive Director: 

Cameroon Brewery Company (SABC), Cameroon     10/1987 – 07/1994 

Chief Service, Research and Statistics - Reporting to the Director of Sales and Marketing 
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