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Summary of Qualifications     
Donna McCarraher, PhD, MPH, has over 25 years of experience conducting operational and behavioral research in numerous countries and has a decade of experience managing divisions at FHI 360.  She is currently the director of the Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health (RMNCH) Division, providing technical, administrative, and fiscal oversight. She has served in leadership roles for several projects funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID): Passages, Advancing Partners & Communities, YouthPower Action, and the Momentum Private Healthcare Delivery (MPHD) projects.  For these projects, she has provided technical and fiscal oversight to FHI 360 staff and has served on management teams, navigating relationships with partners and Agreement Officer Representatives from USAID. Dr. McCarraher has served as principal investigator on several descriptive and operations research studies related to maternal and reproductive health.  This work includes protocol and questionnaire development; technical oversight of the implementation of research projects in the field; preparation of peer-reviewed manuscripts; and mentorship and management of other scientists, research assistants, and fellows at FHI 360.  Dr. McCarraher has significant proposal writing experience, collaborating on both investigator-led research and country-led bilateral agreements.  Since the RMNCH unit was established in 2014, the unit has generated more than $100 million dollars in revenue for the organization with bilateral cooperative agreements in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Mozambique., and Uganda. She has expertise in content areas that include family planning, postabortion care (PAC), adolescent health, gender, gender-based violence, adolescents living with HIV, social norms, and the integration of contraception into HIV services. From 2003 to 2013, she co-chaired the youth-friendly task force of the PAC consortium.  Dr. McCarraher holds a PhD and an MPH in maternal and child health with a minor in epidemiology from the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill.  She is an adjunct faculty member for the Department of Maternal and Child Health at UNC.  She served as a health volunteer for the Peace Corps in Paraguay and is fluent in Spanish.
Education
PhD 	Maternal and child health/minor in epidemiology 
University of North Carolina, School of Public Health, Chapel Hill, NC, 2002
MPH	Maternal and child health 
University of North Carolina, School of Public Health, Chapel Hill, NC, 1991
BS 	Nutrition
Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA, 1986
Country Experience
Bolivia, Burundi, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Kenya, Nigeria, Paraguay, Rwanda, South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
Languages
English (native), Spanish (Fluent)

Professional Experience
2014 ‒ Present 	Director, Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health Division, FHI 360, Durham, NC
Adjunct Professor, Department of Maternal and Child Health, UNC Chapel Hill, NC 

Provides technical and fiscal oversight to researchers and program specialists with expertise in reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health. Leads and contributes to proposal efforts to expand the RMNCH portfolio. Serves as the FHI 360 project director for the Passages Project, a five-year cooperative agreement with the Institute for Reproductive Health (IRH) at Georgetown and for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) Learning Collaborative, also with IRH. She is also the Project Director for the MPHD, a five-year cooperative agreement to improve the delivery of reproductive, maternal, newborn, and child health care in the private sector. 

 Provided technical leadership to YouthPower Action (2015-2020) and managerial oversight to the Advancing Partners & Communities Project (2012-2019).

2009 – 2014	Associate director, Social and Behavioral Health Sciences, FHI 360, RTP, NC

Developed and implemented operational and behavioral research studies. Assisted the director in providing technical oversight and managing scientists and research assistants. Reviewed and provided input on study protocols and manuscripts. Led and contributed to proposal efforts in areas including PAC, adolescent reproductive health, gender, gender-based violence, unmet need for family planning, and family planning/HIV integration.  Provided technical assistance to FHI 360 country offices and other FHI 360 units, including contributions to competitive bilateral proposals.  Served as a technical expert for the World Health Organization on adolescent health and as the co-chair of the youth task force of the Postabortion Care Consortium. 

2008 –2009	Reproductive health portfolio manager, Biomedical and Behavioral Research, FHI, RTP, NC

Assisted the director in management and technical oversight of scientists and research assistants in a research division compromised of both clinical and behavioral scientists. Reviewed and provided input on study protocols and manuscripts for both behavioral and clinical studies. Prepared and negotiated budgets and provided fiscal monitoring of research activities totaling approximately 5 million dollars.  Participated in several proposal efforts in areas including structural drivers of the HIV epidemic, gender-based violence, unmet need for family planning, PAC, and others.  Co-chaired youth task force of the Postabortion Care Consortium.
  
2005 –2008	Scientist I, Health Services Research, Family Health International, RTP, NC

Designed and implemented research studies on various reproductive health topics in resource-poor countries. Served as the project leader on research teams and led teams of up to five members.  Wrote study protocols and data collection forms; conducted data analysis; and prepared peer-reviewed journal articles on topics including PAC, integration of family planning into HIV services, family planning, and community-based distribution of contraceptive methods.  Served as a lead researcher on the USAID centrally-funded project on youth, entitled “YouthNet,” a global program to improve reproductive health and prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS among people 10 to 24 years old. Conducted first operations research study on improving PAC services for adolescents in the Dominican Republic. 

1997-2002 	Research associate, Contraceptive Use and Epidemiology, Family Health International, RTP, NC   

Conducted research studies, analyzed data, and wrote final reports under the supervision of a senior scientist for the Women’s Studies Project, a five-year cooperative agreement to increase the body of knowledge on women's family planning experiences and to increase understanding of how women perceive the immediate and long-term consequences of family planning programs and methods.  Trained researchers from Bolivia and other countries to analyze qualitative and quantitative data. Themes of research studies included the influence of gender, work, violence, and health services on women’s use of contraception. Designed and led the first study on community-based distribution of injectable contraception in Latin America. 

1994-1997 	Senior research analyst, Contraceptive Use and Epidemiology, Family Health International, RTP, NC   

Worked as a data analyst on the Women’s Studies Project.  Analyzed project data using Epi-Info, SPSS, and SAS for conferences and in-country stakeholder meetings.  Led research on the relationship of partner violence on covert use and discontinuation of oral contraceptive pill use.  

1993-1994 		Study manager, Survey Research Associates, Durham, NC	

Managed a case-control study on fetal alcohol syndrome among infants born to women in New York and Atlanta. Hired and trained telephone interviewers and developed questionnaires and study manuals.

1991-1993                	Project coordinator, Department of Clinical Psychology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 	
	
Managed 13-member research team in rural North Carolina for an NIH-funded study on mental health disorders among migrant farmworker mothers and their children. Analyzed data and prepared presentations for professional meetings. Taught independent study course to undergraduates on children’s mental health disorders

1990-1991                       Research assistant, Department of Maternal and Child Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC  

Supported implementation of an NIH-funded study on urban youth violence.  Analyzed data and prepared presentations and posters for professional meetings.


1989-1990	Nutrition education coordinator, Women, Infants, and Children Program, Lancaster, PA 

Conducted nutritional assessments of children and of pregnant and breastfeeding women. Provided nutritional education and counseling to program participants. Wrote final reports for federal government of program accomplishments.  

1987-1989	Health volunteer, U.S. Peace Corps, Iturbe, Paraguay 

Cofacilitated community education talks with local nurses on topics including contraception, prevention of diarrhea and dehydration, and immunization.  Worked with community members to raise funds for local school. Organized community-based efforts to protect local water sources and build latrines. 
Additional Experience
1991	Research fellow, International Clinical Epidemiology Network, University of Javariana, Bogota, Colombia  
Professional Affiliations 
Co-Chair Youth Task Force, Postabortion Care Consortium, 2008-2013  
Member, Postabortion Care Consortium, 2003-present 
Member, American Public Health Association, 1991-2002 
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Awards/Special Recognition

2013	Delta Omega Theta Public Health Honor Society – UNC Maternal and Child Health Inductee 
2003	Nominee for the Greenberg Award for Excellence in Doctoral Research at the School of Public Health
1999     	Bryant Fellowship –$10,000 for school expenses awarded to students in good academic standing and conducting doctoral research in the area of violence 
against women 
1991			Public Health Service Award, University of North Carolina

Research Support 

National Institute of Mental Health 					8/2020-8/2025
Project Number: 1R01MH121157-01A1

Family Connections Cluster RCT in Zambia: Impact of a Youth and Caregiver Intervention Virologic Status among HIV-Positive Youth (Ages 15-21))
Role: Co:PI

National Institute of Mental Health 					8/2014-8/2018
Contract # 1R34MH105264	   		                                 
       	
Pilot of Family-Based Self-Management for HIV-Infected Adolescents in Zambia 
 Role: CO:PI
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