
Why test 
Your well WAter?

A safe drinking water supply is essentialA safe drinking water supply is essential
to human healthto human health and protecting the value and protecting the value
of residential property. of residential property. WellWell  testing is antesting is an
important part of due diligence important part of due diligence beforebefore
the purchase of any property supplied by athe purchase of any property supplied by a
well.well.  

Without testing, it is impossible to knowWithout testing, it is impossible to know
whether well water is safe to drink.whether well water is safe to drink. If If
there is contamination, the well owner willthere is contamination, the well owner will
need to install and maintain a filtrationneed to install and maintain a filtration
system. The cost of these systems varysystem. The cost of these systems vary
depending on the contaminants.depending on the contaminants.  

  

To protect 
health & property 

Q.Q.
Who makes sure my well
water is safe to drink?

Q.Q.

A.A.The Well owner is responsible 
for its safety.

Does NC law require that
private wells be tested?

A.A.
Under NC’s private well testingUnder NC’s private well testing
program, N.C. Gen. Stat. 87-97, when aprogram, N.C. Gen. Stat. 87-97, when a
new well is constructed, the localnew well is constructed, the local
health department is required to testhealth department is required to test
the water forthe water for arsenic, barium, cadmium, arsenic, barium, cadmium,
chromium, copper, fluoride, lead, iron,chromium, copper, fluoride, lead, iron,
magnesium, manganese, mercury, nitrates,magnesium, manganese, mercury, nitrates,
nitrites, selenium, silver, sodium, zinc, pH,nitrites, selenium, silver, sodium, zinc, pH,
and bacterial indicators.and bacterial indicators.    The law onlyThe law only
applies to new wells installed on orapplies to new wells installed on or
after July 1, 2008.after July 1, 2008.

Yes, but only if the well was installed
after July 1, 2008 .

Adequate testing Adequate testing is anis an
important part ofimportant part of DUE DUE
DILIGENCEDILIGENCE  before thebefore the
purchase purchase of anyof any
property property supplied by asupplied by a
well.well.  

Where can I learn about
contaminants that may be 
in my community?Q.Q.

A.A.NC DHHS has Contaminant 
Maps by county. 

activities that can contaminate your well: 

CONSTRUCTION   DECOMPOSING WASTE
S U R F A C E  R U N - O F F    F L O O D I N G
LEAKING STORAGE TANKS & LANDFILLS
TOXIC SPILLS AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Inorganic MetalsInorganic Metals

Bacteria & MicrobesBacteria & Microbes
E. coli & coliform bacteriaE. coli & coliform bacteria

from animal waste.from animal waste.

Barium, chromium, copper,Barium, chromium, copper,
lead, & arsenic.lead, & arsenic.

potential Contaminants in NC 
Well Water include:

Nitrates & NitritesNitrates & Nitrites

Industrial PollutionIndustrial Pollution

Radioactive MetalsRadioactive Metals

Chemical fertilizers, humanChemical fertilizers, human
waste or animal waste.waste or animal waste.

GenX, gasoline, dry-GenX, gasoline, dry-
cleaning solvents, & VOCs.cleaning solvents, & VOCs.

Radium & uranium.Radium & uranium.
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Q.Q.
Who should I contact to test
my well water? Q.Q.

Q.Q.
What should I do if my well
water is contaminated?

A.A.review the NC DHHS well
treatment guide. 

Treatment systemsTreatment systems can lower the amount can lower the amount
of contamination found in your well water.of contamination found in your well water.
Private Private contractors can be hired to installcontractors can be hired to install
a treatment systema treatment system. These systems vary in. These systems vary in
function, maintenance, and price,function, maintenance, and price,
depending on the contaminant present anddepending on the contaminant present and
the installation point.the installation point.

In 2006, the NC General Assembly createdIn 2006, the NC General Assembly created
the the Bernard Allen Drinking Water FundBernard Allen Drinking Water Fund
to improve NC’s response to groundwaterto improve NC’s response to groundwater
contamination. The Fund provides contamination. The Fund provides low-low-
income households with an alternativeincome households with an alternative
safe drinking water supplysafe drinking water supply. Funding is. Funding is
disbursed disbursed to countiesto counties based on  based on financialfinancial
need and public health riskneed and public health risk posed by posed by
contaminated groundwater.contaminated groundwater.

What resources are available
to pay for well testing?

A.A.
If you have If you have a note from your doctora note from your doctor
stating your well should be tested due tostating your well should be tested due to
health concerns, health concerns, costs may be reducedcosts may be reduced
or waived or waived by your county healthby your county health
department.department.

public funding is limited, but there ARE
options to reduce or waive your costs.

Test forTest for inorganic inorganic
metalsmetals,, nitrates, & nitrates, &
nitrites.nitrites.

Every five years:Every five years:

The NC DHHS recommends the followingThe NC DHHS recommends the following
well testing schedule:well testing schedule:

Every year:Every year:  

Every two years:Every two years:

Test for Test for total &total &  
fecal coliformfecal coliform
bacteria.bacteria.    

Yearly Yearly testing is alsotesting is also
recommended forrecommended for
inorganic metalsinorganic metals if: if:

Test for Test for pesticides &pesticides &
volatile organicvolatile organic
compounds* compounds* (VOCs).(VOCs).

Many contaminants in NC well water that canMany contaminants in NC well water that can
harm healthharm health cannot be seen, tasted or cannot be seen, tasted or

smelled. smelled. They are only detected byThey are only detected by
laboratory testing. Home tests cannot detectlaboratory testing. Home tests cannot detect

low levels of toxic contaminants.low levels of toxic contaminants.  

View the NC DHHS well treatment guideView the NC DHHS well treatment guide
for options at for options at bit.ly/NCTreatmentGuidebit.ly/NCTreatmentGuide..
And contact And contact South East RegionalSouth East Regional
Community Assistance ProgramCommunity Assistance Program
(SERCAP) to (SERCAP) to determine whether you aredetermine whether you are
eligibleeligible for a new well or well relocation. for a new well or well relocation.

1) other wells nearby are contaminated; 2) you
notice a change in how your water tastes,
looks, or smells; 3) there is a toxic spill near
your home; 4) people drinking from the well
have unexplained illnesses; or 5) there were
recent repairs or replacements to the well. 

**Volatile organic compounds (VOCs)Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are industrial are industrial
chemicals used in manufacturing.chemicals used in manufacturing.  

A.A.
Your county health department staff willYour county health department staff will
help you set uphelp you set up well testing services well testing services
and advise you of the costsand advise you of the costs. You can. You can
find your county health department stafffind your county health department staff
at at bit.ly/NCHealthDeptStaffbit.ly/NCHealthDeptStaff..

Contact your County health
department staff.

Additionally,Additionally,    you can you can contact an NCcontact an NC
Certified Lab directly for testingCertified Lab directly for testing - to - to
find one near you, visit find one near you, visit bit.ly/NCLabTestbit.ly/NCLabTest..
It is It is notnot advisable to hire a private advisable to hire a private
contractor who also provides treatmentcontractor who also provides treatment
services to do testing.services to do testing.
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Need more
information?

 

bit.ly/WhyTestWell
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https://bit.ly/NCTreatmentGuide
https://bit.ly/NCHealthDeptStaff
https://bit.ly/NCLabTest
https://sph.unc.edu/superfund-pages/why-test-your-well-water/

