
DEI workgroup:  Diversity and Support 

January 21, 2021 

Attendees: Oscar Fleming, Emily Howe, Julie Theriault, Laarni Lapat, Allysha 
Choudhury, Stephanie Chung, Joseph Telfair, Tamala Grissett, Ilene Speizer, 
Aunchalee Palmquist 

Icebreaker – What is your favorite season and why? 

Review of last meeting notes and action items. 

o Co-leads of all three groups met with Carolyn and Jon Hussey to discuss 
group progress.  All groups seem to have similar questions related to how 
to incorporate ideas at the school level, without doubling efforts.  

o Carolyn is reaching out to chairs to see how to organize and work with the 
school efforts. 

Discussion:   

o In looking at the charges and where to begin, one suggestion is to find out 
where we are starting from.  Important to use resources we already have 
at our disposal, instead of creating new surveys, etc. that will overwhelm 
faculty, staff and students.   

o Can we use resources and connections that currently exist to ‘show the 
way’? Partnerships with others to help with low-cost, no-cost resources.  

o Can we look at course evaluations and annual surveys that students have 
already taken to see if there are current themes of issues of diversity and 
support we can address? 

o Discussion around potential gaps: Language instructors and students use, 
additional ways to engage students without always expecting students of 
color to bear the brunt. 

o Need to create reasonable expectations for how to support faculty, staff 
and students of color, but also to include gender and disability as 
inclusion.  

o Can we bring Yessenia or someone from the school to facilitate ‘town hall’ 
that allows each group to speak freely? How can we do this in an 
anonymous way?  

Action items: 

o Try to see if we can get data points from the school on course evaluations 
to show potential issues.  

o Are we able to use the student surveys to look at data specific to support?  
o Ask Yessenia about how to proceed with a town hall specific to faculty, 

staff, and students.   


