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11. Maselko J., Patel V. Why women commit suicide? The role of psychiatric illness, economic 

adversity, gender disadvantage and suicide among women in Goa, India. (March 2007) 
Poster Presented at the Women’s Health Research, Leadership and Advocacy Meeting, 
Temple University, Philadelphia, PA.  

 
12. Maselko J., Buka SL. Is all religiosity/spirituality good for mental health? Evidence of a 

differential association between domains of religiosity/spirituality and major depression. 
(March 2007) Poster Presented at the Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting in 
Washington, DC.  

 
13. Maselko J., Patel V. Why women commit suicide? The role of psychiatric illness, economic 

adversity, gender disadvantage and suicide among women in Goa, India. (April 2007) Paper 
Presented at the Population Association of America Annual Meeting in New York, NY.  
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14. Mohanan M., Maselko J. Mind after Matter: Quasi-experimental evidence on the causal 
effects of physical health shocks on mental health. (April 2008) Paper Presented at the 
Population Association of America Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA.  

 
15. Almeida N., Kubzansky L., Pruessner J, Maselko J., Loucks E.  The parent-child 

relationship as measured by the Parental Bonding Instrument and adulthood risk of coronary 
heart disease. (June 2008) Paper presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research 
Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL.  
 

16. Maselko J. Bad Karma?  Negative religious coping and mental health effects of bus 
accident injuries in Karnataka, India. (October 2008). Paper presented at the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religions Annual Meeting in Louisville, KY.  
 

17. Maselko J., Mohanan M., Kawachi K.  Responding to adversity: Quasi-experimental 
evidence of dynamic social capital and its relation to mental health. (June 2009) Paper 
presented at the Second Social Capital Symposium. Harvard University, Boston, MA.  

18. Maselko J., Mohanan M., Kawachi K.  Responding to adversity: Quasi-experimental 
evidence of dynamic social capital and its relation to mental health. (June 2010) Paper 
presented at the Society for Epidemiologic Research Annual Meeting.  Seattle, WA.  
 

19. Lombardo S., Beaudry L., Grad J., Perera B., Maselko J., Ostbye T.  Use of, and Attitudes 
Towards Tobacco and Alcohol Among Adults in Southern Sri Lanka. (Nov 2011) Paper 
presented at the Global Health Conference: Advancing Health in the 21st Century 
Conference in Montreal, CA. 

 
20. Perera, B., Ranabahu S., Wickramarachch B., Ostbye T., Maselko J.  Perceived social 

support, distress and suicidal ideation among elderly in Sri Lanka. (Feb 2012) Paper 
presented at the International Congress on Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine in New 
Delhi, India. 

 
21. Maselko J., Sikander S., Bhalotra S., Bangash O., Ganga N., Mukherjee S., Egger H., 

Franz L., Bibi A., Liaqat R., Kanwal M., Abbasi T., Noor M., Ameen N., Rahman A. Long 
term effects of a perinatal depression intervention on child development outcomes.  (August 
2014) Paper presented at the International Epidemiology Association World Congress in 
Anchorage, AK.  

 
22. Maselko J., Mohanan M. Matching strategies to achieve internal validity: The Karnataka bus 

accident study of long term health effects of unintentional injury. (August 2014) Paper 
presented at the International Epidemiology Association World Congress in Anchorage, AK. 

 
23. Maselko J., O’Donnell K., Sikander S., Bhalotra S. Determinants of positive socioemotional 

development among school aged children in rural Pakistan. (2017) Paper presented at the 
Society for Research in Child Development annual meeting in Austin TX. 
 

 
Major Invited Presentations 
 
1. “Current Research on Spirituality, Religious Engagement and Psychopathology.” Psychiatry 

Residency Program, McLean Hospital, Belmont MA/Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, MA. 2005, 2006: 
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2. “Mental Health: Determinants and Consequences.” Temple University introduction to Public 
Health seminar. 2006, 2007 

 
3. “Mental Health: Gaps and Priorities in US Contributions to Global Disease Challenges.” 

Working group of the Committee on the US Commitment to Global Health, Institute of 
Medicine. 2008 

 
4. “Women’s mental health in a global context.” 4th Annual Women’s Health Interdisciplinary 

Research Symposium. Center for Women’s health Research, Leadership and Advocacy. 
Temple University. 2008 

 
5. “Religious social capital: Its measurement and utility in the study of health disparities.” Duke 

University Center for Spirituality, Theology and Health Research Seminar. 2009 
 
6. “Association of Frequency of Religious Activities with Self-rated Physical and Mental Health: 

findings from a population based study in Sri Lanka.” Duke University Center for Spirituality, 
Theology and Health Research Seminar. 2011 

 
7. “Sri Lanka Healthy Minds Study: Mental health across the lifecourse.” Advances in Global 

Mental Health Research and Research Capacity Building. NIMH, Bethesda, MD. 2013: 
 
8. “Cultural influences on socio-emotional neurodevelopment: Searching for clues to common 

mental disorders.” 2013 International Cultural Neuroscience Consortium Conference: 
Cultural Neuroscience and Health: Closing the Gap in Population Health Disparities.  
Northwestern University. 2013 

 
9. “Neurophysiology of Religious Experience.” Pacific University College of Health Professions 

Seminar Series. Forest Grove, OR. 2013 
 
10. “Scaling up MH Services with Community Health Workers: The role of integration and peer 

volunteers.” Grand Challenges Meeting, Seattle. 2014 
 
11. “The Thinking Healthy Programme: Progress and Future Directions.” Maternal and Child 

Health Symposium. Duke University September 2015 
 
12. “Social Determinants, what do we do with them?” Invited plenary at the World Psychiatric 

Association meeting in New York, May 2018 
 
13. “Maternal Mental Health, the Social Context, and Child Development: The Promise and 

Limitations of Maternal Depression Treatment” Frank Porter Graham Center Seminar. UNC, 
January 2019 

 
14. “Impact of maternal depression and its treatment on maternal outcomes, parental 

investment and child development.” World Bank, February 2020 
 
 
TEACHING RECORD 

 
Coursework: Main Instructor 
UNC Chapel Hill 
2018-2019  Social Determinants of Global Health, graduate level 
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2018   Social Epidemiology seminar (co-instructor) 
 
Duke University 
2015-16 Social Determinants of Global Health, undergraduate level 
2010-16 Introduction to Epidemiology, Focus on Global Health, undergraduate level  
2011-12 Global Mental Health, graduate level 
2011-12     Social Determinants of Health Module in SOM Global Health Curriculum 
 

 Temple University 
2008-09 Social Determinants of Health, graduate level 
2007-08 Mental Health Epidemiology, graduate level 
2007  Introduction to Epidemiology, graduate level 
 
Other 
UNC Chapel Hill 
2017-2018 Guest lecturer, EPID 827, on Challenges of Causal Inference in Study of 

Maternal Depression and Child Health  
2016-2017  Guest lecturer, EPID 710, on Quasi-Experimental Study Designs 
2017   Guest lecturer, SPHG 600 Introduction to Public Health 
2016-2017  Guest lecturer, HBEH 893 Global Mental Health 
2016   Guest lecturer, EPID 826 on Social Determinants of Health and Policy 
 
École des Hautes Études en Santae Publique (EHESP) Paris, France 

2019  Guest lecturer, Perinatal Epidemiology, on Maternal Depression and  
   Child Development 
 
Post-Doctoral Mentoring 
 
2020-current Post-doctoral fellow Allison Frost 
2018-2020 CPC Post-doctoral fellow Ashley Hagaman 
2012-2016  Post-doctoral fellow Duke University Nima Ganga 
2012  MIPD Fellow Duke University Emilia Chiscop 
 
Undergraduate Mentoring 
 
2020-2021 Naira Ikram 
2018-2019 Elissa Scherer 
2014-2015 Sara Khan  
         
 
GRANTS 
         
Current: 
 
02/03/20- Impact of maternal depression treatment on maternal health, parental  
01/30/23 investment and child development. 
   (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   CEDIL Foundation 
   This study combines the evaluation of the extended version of the Thinking  
   Healthy Program-Pre-School on child development and mother-child dyad HPA  
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   axis indicators, with an experiment that evaluates giving mothers feedback about  
   their child performance on investment behaviors. 
 
05/01/2020-  Early life adversities and the emergence of risk and resilience: a  
04/30/2025 longitudinal study of child development 
   (PI: Maselko)     

 R01-2 HD075875, NICHD  
Role: Principal Investigator 
The major goals of this project are to examine the impact of multiple 
psychosocial exposures on child outcomes through age 8. The Bachpan study is 
a collaboration with the SHARE perinatal depression intervention in Pakistan and 
enrolls mother-child dyads who participate in the clustered randomized trial 
together with a cohort of women who are not depressed prenatally. 

 
 
11/01/19- Impact of treating perinatal depression on infant HPA axis function. 
10/31/21 (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   R03HD097434, NICHD 
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   This study focuses on the relationship between maternal depression, other  
   stressors, and maternal and offspring HPA axis function.  Using data from the  
   Bachpan cohort that includes hair samples from roughly 100 mother-child dyads,  
   we will conduct a secondary analysis to assess (a) the impact of the perinatal  
   depression intervention on maternal and offspring biomarkers of HPA axis  
   function as well as (b) other determinants of HPA functioning.  
 
04/22/16- Multilevel mechanisms of HIV acquisition in young South African women. 
01/31/21 (PI: Audrey Pettifor) 
   R01 MH110186, NIMH 
   Role: Collaborator 
   This study aims to determine the effect and mechanisms of gender inequity,  
   schooling and socio-economic status as factors that influence HIV acquisition in  
   young women in South Africa. The project combines primary data collection with  
   linking existing cohort data with datasets that contain community social  
   environment data as well as population census data. 
 
  
Completed: 
 
05/01/14- Impact of Perinatal Depression Treatment on Child Developmental 
04/30/20 Outcomes. (aka: Bachpan Cohort Study) 
   (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   R01 HD075875, NICHD   
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   This study investigates the medium term impacts of a perinatal depression  
   intervention on child socio-emotional outcomes.  The Bachpan study is a  
   collaboration with the SHARE perinatal depression intervention in Pakistan  
   (U19MH095678) and enrolls mother-child dyads who participate in the clustered  
   randomized trial together with a cohort of women who are not depressed  
   prenatally. The study follows mothers starting in the 3rd trimester of pregnancy  
   and until the child is 3 years old. 
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9/116-6/30/18 Domestic Violence Attitudes and Culturally Appropriate Prevention in 

Pakistan. 
   (PI: Lisa Bates) 
   NIH/Fogarty 
   Role: Co-investigator 
   The goal of this project is to examine attitudes and norms about intimate partner  
   violence in Pakistan.  The study will involve multiple stakeholders, women as well  
   as men, to provide key information that will help develop effective culturally  
   appropriate interventions. 
 
05/01/16 Epigenetic study of depression and its treatment (declined) 
   (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   Duke Population Research Institute (DuPRI)/DGHI     
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   The goals of this study are (a) to assess the feasibility of collecting and analyzing  
   DNA samples from women participating in the SHARE CHILD study, (b) compare  
   genome wide and gene specific methylation patterns between depressed and  
   non-depressed women and (c) compare genotypes of 3 candidate genes  
   between the depressed and non-depressed women. 
 
10/01/15- Innovations in tablet-based neuropsychological assessments for global  
04/30/16 mental health: Pilot applications for adolescent development & suicide  
  prevention in South Asia. 

   (PI: Joanna Maselko/Brandon Kohrt) 
   Duke Global Health Institute, Global Mental Health Initiative  
   Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

The goal of this project is to adapt and pilot culturally appropriate 
neuropsychological tools in tablet format for South Asian adolescents at risk of 
suicide. 

 
02/01/14- Technology-Assisted assessment, cascade training and supervision  
05/01/16 (TACTS) system pilot. 
  (PI: Shamsa Zafar) 
  Grand Challenges Canada, Mental Health Seed Grant 
   Role: Co-Investigator 
  The goal of this project is to develop and pilot a technology assisted training 

program for front line community workers to deliver mental health interventions. 
 
09/01/13- Youth in Transition: Developmental Pathways to Risk and Resilience in  
11/01/14 South India. 
  (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
  Duke Initiative on Education and Human Development Pilot Funds  
   Role: Principal Investigator 
 
07/01/12- Perinatal Depression Treatment and Child Development: A follow-up of the  
10/31/14 Thinking Healthy Programme. 
  (PI: Joanna Maselko/Siham Sikander) 
   SB0038, Grand Challenges Canada Saving Brains Program 
   Role: Co-Principal Investigator 
   This study is set in Pakistan and follows up children whose mothers participated  



 

 
 

16 

   in a successful community based perinatal depression intervention in 2006 to  
   examine potential long term effects of the intervention on child developmental  
   outcomes.  
 
07/01/11- Sri Lanka Healthy Minds Study. 
06/29/13 (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   R21 MH0932978 
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   The goal of this study is to lay the foundation for the Sri Lanka Healthy Minds  
   Study (SLHMS), a population based study were individual, caregiver, and other  
   family level factors will be examined using a lifecourse perspective to better  
   understand depression risk and its influence on cognitive impairment. 
 
06/01/11- Family Composition and Risk of Mental Health Problems in the Offspring. 
12/15/12 (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   Duke Population Research Institute (DuPRI), NIA, Duke Global Health Institute.  
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   The goal of this study was to collect pilot data and conduct preliminary analysis  
   on the association between a maternal social support measure and maternal  
   mental health in Karnataka, India. 
 
08/15/08- Religious Engagement and Psychopathology Over the Life course. 
04/30/11 (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   R03 MH080280 
   Role: Principal Investigator 
   The goal of this study was to analyze data from multiple NCPP studies in order to  
   examine the relation between religiosity, risk factors for psychopathology and  
   psychopathology risk. 
 
05/01/08- Stress, Violence and Spiritual Capital. 
01/15/09 (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   John Templeton Foundation, 13794   
   Role: Principal Investigator 
  The goal of this study was to collect pilot data on levels of social capital, spiritual  
  capital and risk factors for violence in a single neighborhood in Philadelphia. 
 

2006  Spirituality and Risk of Psychopathology.  
   (PI: Joanna Maselko) 
   Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Jack Shand Award 
   Role: Principal Investigator 
  The goal of this study was to investigate the correlation between spiritual  
  experiences and levels of psychological distress. 

 
11/1/2004- Religious engagement and health 
10/30/2006 (PI: Stephen L. Buka) 
   NIMH T32MH063106 
   Role: Fellow 
   The goal of this study was to analyze data from the National Collaborative  
   Perinatal Project on the association between religious engagement and health. 
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Pending: 
06/01/2020-  Optimizing wearable sensing technologies for the measurement of social 
05/31/2021  interactions 

Retirement Research Foundation 
(PI: Maselko) 
Role: Principal Investigator 

   The purpose of this project is to test an innovative approach of measuring 
   grandparent-grandchild interactions using a passive wearable technology  
   package. 
 
 

 
SERVICE 
 
Service to the Epidemiology Department 
Main Co-Lead, Health EQUITY Concentration MPH     2018-present 
Chair, Admissions Committee, MPH Health EQUITY Concentration  2018-present 
Epidemiology admissions committee       2017-2018 
 
Service to Gillings School of Global Public Health 
Lead, Global Mental Health Interest Group      2018-present 
Member, MPH Steering Cmte       2019-2020 
 
Service to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Carolina Population Center seminar committee      2018-2019 
 
Service to Duke University 
Global Health Biostatistics Core, student support core     2014- 2016 
Advisory Board Member, Global Mental Health Initiative     2013- 2016 
Global Health Doctoral Scholars Program Committee      2013- 2016 
MSc Admissions Committee         2012-2013,16 
Duke Global Health Institute Ad hoc grant Peer Review     2010-2016 
Maternal, Adolescent and Child Health (MACH) grant reviewer    2016 
BASS connections grant reviewer        2015 
MSc Fieldwork and Thesis Committee       2013-2014 
Search Committee for faculty recruitment in Global Mental Health    2011- 2012 
Global Health Doctoral Scholars Program, Director      2010-2012 
Global Mental Health Exploratory Committee      2010-2012 
Education Faculty Committee         2012 
Global Health Post-doctoral Committee       2012 
Associate Director of Research, Center for Spirituality, Theology and Health  2009-2010 
 
National Service  
Member, SER dissemination sub-committee          2020 
Ad hoc Grant reviewer, NIH Fogarty Brain Disorders Program     2019 
Member, Interdisciplinary Association for Population Sciences,  
 conference organizing committee         2019 
Ad hoc Grant reviewer, National Science Foundation       2018 
Grant review panel member, Global Mental Health panel, Medical Research Council    2017-18 
Member, Population Association of America Conference organizing committee   2015 
Grant reviewer, John Templeton Foundation  research program     2013 
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Volunteer, Food-4-Families weekend backpack program EK Powe Elemen. School  2012 
Member, Institute of Medicine Committee on US Commitment to Global Health   2008 
 
International Service 
Ad hoc Grant Reviewer, NIHR COVID-19 Rapid Response grants     2020 
Ad hoc Grant Reviewer, National Institute Healthcare Research (NIHR), UK   2019 
Ad hoc Grant reviewer, Medical Research Council, UK      2016 
Grant reviewer, Grand Challenges Canada Review Panel Saving Brains Platform grant  2014 
Member, Conference planning committee, International Epidemiology Association  2014 
 

 
Editorial service 
Ad Hoc reviewer for:  
Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research 
American Journal of Epidemiology,  
American Journal of Public Health  
American Journal of Psychiatry 
BMC Psychiatry 
BMC Public Health  
British Medical Journal  
BMJ Global Health 
Developmental Psychopathology 
Developmental Science 
Epidemiology 
Epidemiology and Psychiatric Sciences 
Family Process 
The Gerontologist  
Global Mental Health  
Infancy 
International Health  
International Journal of Epidemiology  
Journal of Affective Disorders 
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 
International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry 
Journal of Applied Gerontology 
Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology  
Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health  
Journal of Health Psychology 
Journal of Rural Mental Health 
Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs 
Lancet Psychiatry 
Nicotine & Tobacco Research  
PLoS Medicine 
PLoS One 
Psychological Medicine  
Psychosomatic Medicine  
Social Science and Medicine  
Social Science and Medicine, Population Health 
Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology  
Theology and Science 
Trials 
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