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OVERVIEW

The Epidemiology practicum/field experience is a planned and supervised component of both the MPH
and MSPH curriculum that provides learning opportunities normally not available in the classroom. It is
designed to be an intensive, mentored, skill-building experience. The Master’s practicum provides
students with the opportunity to apply what they have learned in the classroom while addressing the
Master’s Competencies in the context of public health field training. Students in either degree program
(MPH or MSPH) must conduct practicum/field training.

The planning, implementation, and evaluation of the practicum experience is done collaboratively
between the student, the academic advisor, a practicum preceptor and the faculty practicum
coordinator and adheres to a time line that identifies milestones for an orderly planning,
implementation and evaluation. The Office of Student Services manages the practicum as an academic
requirement and serves as the repository for all practicum documents. Responsibility for the academic
oversight of this component of the curriculum rests with the Graduate Studies Committee.

Practicum Purpose

The Master’s practicum is a planned, supervised, and evaluated practice experience during which
students address basic public health concepts and competencies. The Association of Schools and
Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) Master’s level competencies specific to Epidemiology and the MPH
Foundational competencies are listed below. The purpose of the practicum is to provide opportunities
for the student to execute as many of these competencies as is feasible. The planning of a practicum,
its implementation, and evaluation are guided by a review of these competencies that MPH and MSPH
students should possess upon graduation.

The School maintains documentation for every graduate student about their progress toward achieving
public health competencies. Students will be taught and assessed on competencies in their program.
During the practicum, students will develop two products in their practice setting that serves the
practice setting. These two products combined must demonstrate a total of five competencies from
the MPH foundational competencies listed below.

MPH Foundational Competencies

The following is a list of MPH Foundational Competencies. You must choose at least 5 that your
practicum experience will address. If more than 5 competencies are addressed you can also list those.

MPHO1. Apply epidemiological methods to the breadth of settings and situations in public health
practice.

MPHO2. Select quantitative and qualitative data collection methods appropriate for a given public
health context.

MPHO3. Analyze quantitative and qualitative data using biostatistics, informatics, computer-based



programming and software, as appropriate.

MPHO4. Interpret results of data analysis for public health research, policy or practice.

MPHO5. Compare the organization, structure and function of health care, public health and regulatory
systems across national and international settings.

MPHO6. Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism

undermine health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community and
societal levels.

MPHO7. Assess population needs, assets and capacities that affect communities’ health.

MPHO8. Apply awareness of cultural values and practices to the design or implementation of public
health policies or programs.

MPHO09. Design a population-based policy, program, project or intervention.

MPH10. Explain basic principles and tools of budget and resource management.

MPH11. Select methods to evaluate public health programs.

MPH12. Discuss multiple dimensions of the policy-making process, including the roles of ethics and
evidence.

MPH13. Propose strategies to identify stakeholders and build coalitions and partnerships for
influencing public health outcomes.

MPH14. Advocate for political, social or economic policies and programs that will improve health in
diverse populations.

MPH15. Evaluate policies for their impact on public health and health equity.

MPH16. Apply principles of leadership, governance and management, which include creating a vision,
empowering others, fostering collaboration and guiding decision making.

MPH17. Apply negotiation and mediation skills to address organizational or community challenges.
MPH18. Select communication strategies for different audiences and sectors.

MPH19. Communicate audience-appropriate public health content, both in writing and through oral
presentation.

MPH20. Describe the importance of cultural competence in communicating public health content.
MPH21. Perform effectively on interprofessional teams.

MPH22. Apply systems thinking tools to a public health issue.

From: ACCREDITATION CRITERIA SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC HEALTH & PUBLIC HEALTH
PROGRAMS https://storage.googleapis.com/media.ceph.org/wp_assets/2016.Criteria.pdf

Milestones to be considered in the planning of a practicum, its conduct and evaluation
are discussed in the sections below.

Planning for Your Practicum
Practicum Planning Timeline

Planning for the practicum should begin no later than the second semester of the first year of the
Master’s program and at least two months prior to the intended practicum experience. Students are



https://storage.googleapis.com/media.ceph.org/wp_assets/2016.Criteria.pdf

encouraged to plan their practicum during their second semester in consultation with their academic
advisor, practicum preceptor and faculty practicum coordinator to submit their approved Practicum
Learning Agreement to the Office of Student Services by the end of their first year. Students should
register for EPID 900 (Epidemiology Practice) during the semester in which they expect to complete the
practicum (including submission of the report).

The Practicum Team

The planning, implementation and evaluation of the practicum is a joint effort among the student,
academic advisor, the practicum preceptor and the faculty practicum coordinator. The Office of
Student Services acts as the repository for all practicum related materials. The responsibilities of each
of these team members are briefly outlined below. Detailed information on each of these
responsibilities listed below will be discussed in the next sections.

Student

Each student is primarily responsible for his/her practicum experience. The student is responsible for
the following:
Before starting the practicum.

e Identifying and selecting a practicum and practicum preceptor

e Developing and submitting a Practicum Learning Agreement for approval and signatures to
their academic advisor, practicum preceptor and faculty practicum coordinator.

e Submitting via web form an approved and signed Practicum Learning Agreement to the
Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database.

After completing the practicum.

e Register for EPID 900 (Epidemiology Practice)

e \Write the Master’s Practicum Report, review with preceptor and submit completed report via
web form to the Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. Submit along with
2 required products (Students must also submit two products (deliverables) in the practice
setting, for the benefit of the practice setting that demonstrate at least 5 MPH foundational.)

e Write the Master’s Practicum Abstract and submit via web form to the Department of
Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database.

e Evaluate the practicum experience and submitting via a web form to the Department of
Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database.

e Send the Practicum Preceptor’s Evaluation” web form link to the practicum preceptor for
completion and submission to the Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database.

Academic Advisor

All students have an academic advisor who supports and guides the student in the development and



planning of the practicum experience. The academic advisor is responsible for:

e Assisting the student in finding and planning a practicum
e Reviewing and approving the Practicum Learning Agreement
e Providing support and advice during practicum

Practicum Preceptor

All Epidemiology students must have a practicum preceptor who supports and guides the student in
the planning and implementation of the practicum experience. The practicum preceptor is typically the
individual responsible for the off-campus practice-based activity that serves as the student’s
practicum. The student’s academic advisor may not serve as practicum preceptor; adjunct faculty,
however, may serve as practicum preceptors.

The preceptor must be able to observe and evaluate the student’s performance in the practicum setting. The

preceptor will:

e Establish, in collaboration with the student and the student’s academic adviser, an appropriate and
feasible scope of work, which is documented in the student’s learning agreement
(https://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/) that is directly aligned with the practicum
organization’s needs and provides a valuable learning experience for the student.

e Orient the student to the health topic(s), people, policies, procedures, and norms related to the
practicum work.

o Meet regularly with the student to provide guidance, support and timely, constructive feedback.

e Communicate with Lorraine Alexander DrPH, the Faculty Practicum Coordinator, (and the student’s
academic adviser as needed) to provide feedback on the student’s performance.

e Model professional, ethical behavior.

e Complete an evaluation of the student and the practicum experience.

e Identify a suitable replacement if unable to continue in the role of a preceptor.

Faculty Practicum Coordinator

The faculty practicum coordinator is available to students and faculty to assist in the planning of the
practicum and may also act as a facilitator at the initiative of the student. The faculty practicum

coordinator is responsible for:

e Serving as the first point of contact for practicum questions

e Providing guidance to students and faculty in the overall practicum process

e Advising students on possible practicum projects

e Planning and conducting a practicum orientation

e Assigning a grade to the student based on the completed practicum report and evaluation from
the practicum preceptor. The two products (deliverables) and report must be graded by faculty
practicum coordinator to assess the students’ demonstration of competencies, and grading
should align with the UNC Graduate School grading scale (H,P,L,F).



The faculty practicum coordinator for the Department of Epidemiology is Lorraine Alexander, DrPH She
can be reached by email at lorraine_alexander@unc.edu.

Office of Student Services

The Office of Student Services manages the practicum as an academic requirement. The Office of
Student Services is responsible for:

e Managing the practicum as an academic requirement

e Sending out announcements via student listserv to students on possible practicum projects that
come through the Office of Student Services

e Must maintain a gradebook/record of their assessments of students’ demonstration of
competencies in their practica products.

Practicum Duration

Students in either degree program (MPH or MSPH) must conduct practicum/field training for a
minimum of 100 hours. However, some practicum opportunities will necessitate more than 100 hours,
at the discretion of the practicum preceptor. You will be asked to report the total number of hours you
spent on your practicum when you submit the Master’s Practicum Report.

Practicum Options

The goals of the Epidemiology practicum can be met through an intensive, mentored, skill-building
experience in which the student applies Master’s competencies in the context of a public health
practice setting. Appropriate settings for the practicum experience include: federal agencies (e.g. FDA,
CDC, HHS); state, county, city health departments; state, local public health and social service agencies;
neighborhood health centers and community clinics; hospitals; or global health organizations.

When authorized by the student, examples of past practica will be made available to students and
faculty.

Practicum Opportunities

Students hold the primary responsibility for identifying and selecting a practicum. Students should also
consult with their academic advisor in identifying suitable opportunities for a practicum.

Places to look for practicum opportunities:
The Gillings School of Global Public Health Career Services Office

This office serves a central coordination role at the level of the school by making available to



students known opportunities for a practicum. Students can review postings of job, internship
or practicum opportunities, at the Career Services web site:

http://sph.unc.edu/students/career-services/

The Gillings School of Global Public Health Practice, Service and Research Opportunities Page.
You may also find practicum opportunities posted on the Practice, Service and Research
Opportunities page. This page is frequently updated with new opportunities that may serve as a

practicum.

http://sph.unc.edu/opportunities-and-engagement/

Global Internships and Funding Page.
The Gillings Global Gateway™ partners with public health organizations to offer several funded
internships or fellowships focusing on global health for Gillings School students. They also

advertise other global health internship and funding opportunities

http://sph.unc.edu/global-health/ggg-internships-and-funding/

Important Information about doing an International Practicum

Students who wish to set up an international practicum are encouraged to extend the time line
for planning. Students who are doing an international practicum must go to:
http://sph.unc.edu/global-health/grt-travel-requirements/

All students are expected to complete all travel requirements BEFORE leaving the United
States.

Activities Which Do Not Meet the Practicum Requirements

The Master’s Practicum is a stand-alone activity that must be completed by all MPH and MSPH
students before graduation. The following are examples of activities that do not meet the
requirement. If you have any questions about a possible practicum activity please ask Lorraine
Alexander.

Master’s Paper

The Master’s Practicum and the Master’s Paper are not the same and are required to be two

distinctly separate activities. The Master’s Practicum is not an activity designed to complete a
Master’s Paper. A Master’s Paper is not part of the Practicum Report and does not substitute

for it.

Previous or Current Experience or Job
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A student’s previous/current/usual professional activities do not suffice to fulfill the practicum
requirement.

Research projects

Research projects located or housed at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill or other
universities do not suffice to fulfill the practicum requirement.

Examples of Past Student Practicum Locations

North Carolina Local County Health Departments:

Guilford County Department of Public Health
Granville Vance Public Health

Orange County Health Department

Wake Division of Public Health & Clinics

North Carolina Division of Public Health Communicable Disease Branch
NC Department of Health and Human Services Child Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

Alameda County Public Health Department, HIV Surveillance Unit (Alameda County, California)
UNC Hospitals (Hillsborough, NC)

Chatham Primary Care (Siler City, NC)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

United States Department of Agriculture

Funding

Funding is not an expectation for a practicum, although students may apply for funding to support a
practicum experience or project associated with it. Funded practica are infrequent, but when
considering possible opportunities students are encouraged to inquire about options for
reimbursement of costs associated with travel and housing.

Institutional Review Board
The Master’s Practicum is a training activity in public health practice and is not primarily set up as a
research project. All students must read the online IRB guidelines regarding class projects and practica

at:

http://research.unc.edu/offices/human-research-ethics/getting-started/fag/#whatstud
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Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database

All information for the Epidemiology Master’s Practicum will be entered and stored in the Department
of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. Data is entered via webform. The Faculty Practicum
Coordinator and EPID Student Services Office will have access to the information entered. All
webforms for the Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database can be found at:

http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

Before Starting Your Practicum

Attend an Epidemiology Practicum Orientation Session (Fall or Spring)

Each fall and spring semester the Faculty Practicum Coordinator will hold an orientation session (Date
and time TBA). During this session, a review of the practicum requirements, documents and
procedures will be discussed. In addition, possible practicum opportunities will be presented by past
practicum preceptors.

Complete the Practicum Learning Agreement

Once a practicum and practicum preceptor have been identified, a Practicum Learning Agreement
needs to be written and approved. A Practicum Learning Agree formally establishes the goals of the
practicum as a learning experience and the conditions under which the student and the preceptor(s)
plan to conduct the activity. During the planning of the practicum the goals of the practicum and the
anticipated activities are cross-referenced with the ASPPH Masters competencies, to identify the
opportunities to exercise these competencies as part of the practicum.

Elaboration of the Practicum Learning Agreement is the responsibility of the student, with input from
the practicum preceptor. Students must get approval for the Practicum Learning Agreement from their
practicum preceptor, academic advisor and the faculty practicum coordinator no later than two
months prior to the intended practicum experience.

[PLEASE NOTE: approval must be obtained from all parties listed on the Practicum Learning Agreement
(practicum preceptor, academic advisor and the faculty practicum coordinator) before beginning
practicum. Practicum Learning Agreements require careful planning to ensure that they are not
rejected due to a failure to meet requirements.]

Practicum Learning Agreement form can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

Submit Approved Practicum Learning Agreement
10
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Once approved and signed, the Practicum Learning Agreement should be uploaded via webform to the
Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. The Practicum Learning Agreement
defines the scope of the practicum and serves as the basis for the working relationship between the
parties. Any modification requires the written agreement of the parties who signed the agreement and
written notification to the Office of Student Services and the Faculty Practicum Coordinator.

Submission link can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

After Completing the Practicum:
Register for Epidemiology 900

Students should register for EPID 900 (Epidemiology Practice) during the semester in which they expect
to complete the practicum including the completion and submission of all the items required for a final
grade in EPID 900. These items include:

1. The Practicum Learning Agreement (this should have been submitted prior to the start of the
practicum)

2. The Practicum Report (Students must also submit two products (deliverables) in the practice
setting, for the benefit of the practice setting that demonstrate at least 5 MPH foundational
competencies. Please include copies of these products along with your written report.
(Products are not counted towards page count of report).

The Practicum Abstract

Student Practicum Evaluation Form (filled out by student)

Preceptor Practicum Evaluation Form (filled out by preceptor)

Practicum Registration (The Gillings School of Global Public Health Practice Database)
Participate in the Gillings School of Global Public Health Practicum Day

Ny AW

The Practicum Report

The practicum report describes the practicum goals and its implementation, as well as source
materials, documentation, field reports, evaluations and discussion, as applicable. The report follows
the general guidelines for contents and format described in the section below. Your Practicum Report
must be submitted before a final grade for EPID 900 can be processed.

Report Guidelines

1. 2-5pagesin length. Double-spaced and 12 pt Times New Roman font,
11
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and should contain:

A description of the practicum

List how many hours you spent on the practicum.

Practicum goals and the degree to which they were met.

A discussion of the competencies that were addressed during this practicum. Can include new

ones that were not originally listed in the Practicum Learning Agreement but were also

addressed.

6. The main strengths and weaknesses of the practicum as a learning opportunity and as a
professional experience.

7. Recommendations and suggestions for consideration in future practica.

8. Pertinent source materials, documentation, field reports and data summaries (two products)
may be included as an appendix (not included in the page count).

vk wnN

Submission link can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

Two Practicum Products

Students must also submit two products (deliverables) in the practice setting, for the benefit of the
practice setting that demonstrate at least 5 MPH foundational competencies.

Practicum Abstract

Once you have completed the Practicum Report, please fill out the “Practicum Abstract Template”.
These abstracts will be used to document student practicum activities for possible inclusion in
departmental newsletters, display on department bulletin board featuring completed master’s practica
or as examples for future students. Your Practicum Abstract must be submitted before a final grade for
EPID 900 can be processed.

Abstract form and submission link can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

Abstract Guidelines

The abstract should be not exceed 250 words and should contain the following information as
indicated on the template:

1. Practicum Title

2. Your name

3. Your preceptor’s name
4. Host Agency

5.

Background: A statement of the problem/purpose of the practicum.
-Why do we care about the problem addressed by the practicum?

12
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-What practical or scientific/theoretical gap did your practicum fill?

Methods: A description of the practicum activities.
-What did you do to get your results?

Results: Specific results in summary form.
-As a result of completing your practicum, what did you learn, invent, create, and/or observe?

Conclusions: Discussion of the implications of the results.
-What are the larger implications of your findings, especially for the problem/gap identified in
your Background section?

Practicum Evaluation

The practicum evaluation includes assessments by both the student and the practicum preceptor. Both
student and preceptor evaluations are web forms which are submitted to the Department of
Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. The forms include the Student Practicum Evaluation Form
(filled out by student) and the Preceptor Practicum Evaluation Form (filled out by preceptor). All
evaluation forms must be submitted before a final grade for EPID 900 can be processed.

Evaluation Forms for both student and preceptor can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-
student-central/

Practicum Registration in the Service & Practice Database at the UNC Gillings School of Global Public
Health

As part of their practicum experience students must register their practicum online in the Service &

Practice Database at the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health. This information will help the
school document its accountability for attainment of the ASPPH competencies and the requirement

that all students complete a practicum.) Your practicum must be registered in the Service & Practice
Database at the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health after you complete your practicum and
before a final grade for EPID 900 can be processed. Look for link to “Report Your Practicum”

http://sph.unc.edu/nciph/public-health-practicum/

Practicum Grading

The Faculty Practicum Coordinator is responsible for arriving at a grade that reflects the broadest
possible input from all parties involved in the student’s practicum experience. The faculty practicum
coordinator will review the final report, the practicum abstract, completed practicum preceptor’s
evaluation, the completed student evaluation form and check to see if practicum has been registered
in the Gillings School of Global Public Health Practice Database. The Faculty Practicum Coordinator will
then submit the completed grade form to the Student Services Office. The f Faculty Practicum
Coordinator will submit the final grade for EPID 900 to Connect Carolina.
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To see the grading form go to: http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/

Participate in the Gillings School of Global Public Health Practicum Day

Practicum Day: Reflections from the Field will be held each fall semester (Date and time TBA). This annual event
showcases the breadth and depth of masters-level practica across Gillings. During the event the school will
thank faculty, staff, and preceptors, as well as community partners for their role in supporting student
practicums. The school will also highlight the important role students have played in improving public health in
North Carolina and throughout the world. http://sph.unc.edu/nciph/gillings-school-practicum-day/

All masters students who have completed a practicum for course credit should submit their abstract (see
Practicum Abstract above) and identify their preferred method of presentation (poster, oral presentation or
artifact presentation). A representative from each department who helps coordinate field work will assist in
determining the final program for Practicum Day.
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