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Rachel Berthiaume, MPH 2012 Networking

Deputy Director of Distance Education  

Clinical Scholars Program, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

rberthia@email.unc.edu 

After earning an MPH, Rachel began assisting Dr. Vijaya Hogan in the implementation and evaluation of 

projects in Philadelphia and Michigan that examined the intersections between communities and public 

agencies to improve maternal and child health service delivery and support individuals’ efforts to practice 

healthy behaviors. The new Clinical Scholars Program is managed by staff at the schools of medicine and 

public health at UNC-CH; for the program, Rachel manages the distance-based portions of the leadership 

fellowship program, including the Continuous Learning System, access to the library of leadership skills 

modules, and monthly webinars. 

Dane Emmerling, MPH 2013 Networking

Assistant Director of Duke Service-Learning 

Duke University 

dane.emmerling@gmail.com 

Dane supports the undergraduate curriculum that does community engagement. He uses participatory 

research and program planning skills regularly to organize within the university and conduct research 

about student experience and learning. 

Jennifer Gierisch, PhD 2008, MPH 2000 Networking

Associate Professor 

Populations Health Sciences, Duke University 

Core faculty member and Fellowship Director 

Durham Veterans Affairs Health Care System, Center if Excellence in Health Services Research 

j.gierisch@duke.edu

Jennifer is a behavioral scientist who holds faculty positions at Duke University, the Durham Veteran 

Affairs Medical Center, and the Department of Health Behavior at UNC-CH. She is the Associate Director 

of the CTSA Community Engagement Core of the Duke Center for Community and Population Health 

Improvement and Associate Director of the Durham Veteran Affairs Medical Center Evidence-based 

Synthesis Program. Jennifer’s research focuses on three areas: 1) behavioral research that provides 

knowledge on the psychosocial factors that influence appropriate uptake and maintenance of complex 

health behaviors (eg., weight management, smoking cessation, cancer screening); 2) evidence synthesis on 

key health and healthcare topics to enhance uptake of evidence-based interventions to improve patient 

outcomes; and 3) community engagement in research. 
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Melissa Green, MPH Networking

Deputy Director for Communication and Recruitment 

UNC Center for Health Equity Research 

magreen@email.unc.edu 

Melissa is the Deputy Director for Communication and Recruitment for the Clinical Scholars Program 

funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and is affiliated with the Center for Health Equity 

Research at UNC. Melissa’s experience includes 15 years managing research intervention studies in 

community settings using principles of community-based participatory research with and for African 

American and Latino populations. Her research interests include health disparities across the cancer 

continuum, peer support interventions, disease prevention, and factors that influence participation in 

health research. 

MaryBeth Grewe, MPH 2014 Networking

Research Coordinator, Community Academic Resources for Engaged Scholarship (CARES) 

North Carolina Translational and Clinical Sciences Institute, UNC Chapel Hill 

marybeth_grewe@med.unc.edu 

MaryBeth manages research and evaluation projects, develops evaluation plans and tools for initiatives 

aimed at supporting stakeholder engagement in research, develops systems for tracking program 

activities, and creates resources to support researchers and stakeholders engaged in research. She has 

interest and experience in qualitative research methods, monitoring and evaluation, community 

engagement in research and public health initiatives, and training and capacity building. 

Chip Hughes, MPH 1983 Networking

Director, Superfund Worker Training Program 

HHS-NIH_NIEHS 

chiphughes@gmail.com 

Chips works on building and funding training programs for vulnerable populations in safety and health 

protection. 

Julia Katz, MPH 2016, MCRP 2016 Panel 1, Networking

Heathy Communities Planner 

Freelance Consultant 

julia@katzplanning.com 

Julia is interested in addressing social determinants of health through urban planning and public health 

strategies. After earning Master's degrees in Public Health and City and Regional Planning, she joined 

Triangle J Council of Governments as a Housing and Community Development Planner. Julia is now a 

freelance consultant, working on a diverse range of projects that focus on healthy food systems, 

affordable housing, opportunity in low income neighborhoods, and age-friendly communities. 
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Kelly Knudtson, MPH 2015 Networking

Program Manager 

Behavior and Technology Lab (BATLab), Infectious Disease Department, UNC-CH 

kellyknudtson@gmail.com 

Kelly works for a research group focused on using technology to improve LGBTQ health and wellness. She 

manages 5 grants that include virtual reality programs for HIV disclosure, apps for ART/PrEP adherence, 

and programs to improve HIV testing among LGBTQ youth. Kelly has worked in HIV and Harm Reduction 

for 10 years, on and off in Latin America. She specializes in qualitative methods. 

Michelle Manning, MPH 2002 Panel 2

Program Administrator, Comprehensive Cancer Support Program 

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

mmanning@unc.edu 

Michelle manages the day to day financial and operational aspects of a multidisciplinary program 

dedicated to supporting cancer patients and caregivers at the North Carolina Cancer Hospital. Specifically, 

she oversees the financial conduct of the program; manages several research grants, including one 

focused on the financial burden of cancer care; and several program grants, including a state-wide 

initiative to disseminate an evidence-based cancer survivorship program called Cancer Transitions: 

Moving Beyond Treatment. Other job responsibilities include grant writing, personnel management and 

general research administration. 

Barbara Alvarez Martin, MPH 1995 Panel 1, Networking

Director of Resource Development 

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

bamartin@email.unc.edu 

Barb began her career specializing in public health advocacy and community organizing for policy change, 

leading state and local coalitions to address tobacco use and underage drinking. She then brought her 

expertise to the world of research, when she created and directed an intervention for a large NIH 

community trial that used a community organizing approach to implement environmental change 

strategies to reduce high-risk drinking on college campuses. The intervention succeeded in reducing 

alcohol-related consequences for this population – making it the first NIH study of its kind to do so. Since 

2010 Barb has worked at UNC’s cancer center, where she brought her skills in bridge building and 

translation to help UNC public health and clinical researchers improve cancer outcomes in North Carolina.  

Giuliana Morales, MPH 2016 Panel 2, Networking

Senior Technical Officer 

FHI 360 

giuliana.j.morales@gmail.com 

Giuliana has more than eight years of experience in gender integration, violence prevention and response, 

and qualitative research in family planning and sexual and reproductive health programs. At FHI 360, she 

promotes the use of gender analysis and evidence-based gender integration strategies in family planning; 

Zika; HIV; key population, and reproductive, maternal, and child health projects in the Africa, Asia, and 

Latin America and the Caribbean regions.  
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Ingrid Morris, MPH 2003 Panel 2 Moderator, Networking

Healthcare Developer 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of NC 

Adjunct Instructor 

Department of Health Behavior, UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health 

ingrid.morris@bcbsnc.com 

Ingrid leads a company-wide Health Literacy initiative for BCNSNC. She previously worked as director of 

product support at Prevention Partners. Ingrid has served as the Health Behavior Alumni Chapter 

President representing the department in the School of Public Health’s Alumni Association. 

Lindsay Olson, MPH 2014 Co-host, Networking

Research Public Health Analyst 

RTI International 

lolson@rti.org 

As a researcher in the Center for Health Policy Science and Tobacco Research, Lindsay works on 

multidisciplinary teams to design and implement evaluations of tobacco control programs and policies. 

She works on both qualitative and quantitative research projects, and has more than six years of 

experience working on community health promotion, worksite wellness, and training and technical 

assistance with a focus on tobacco policy. 

Hannah Prentice-Dunn, MPH 2012 Host, Networking

Project Manager for Cancer Intervention Research 

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

hannahpd@unc.edu 

In her role with the Cancer Intervention Research program, Hannah works with population health and 

clinical research teams to use a UNC-developed mHealth messaging tool called CHART. She also provides 

research project coordination and support services to faculty within the Cancer Prevention and Control 

Program. Hannah currently serves as the Health Behavior Alumni Chapter President. 

Jeff Quinn, MPH 2010 Panel 1

Director of Community Resourches 

Durham and Family Connects program 

jquinn@duke.edu 

Jeff works and builds collaborations with non-profit and other agencies that provide services to parents 

and children in the Durham community and links them with the Durham Connects nursing team. In this 

role, he also serves as the co-chair of the Durham Connects Community Advisory Board as well as 

provides support to other community agencies. Jeff is also a co-investigator on the infrastructure- and 

capacity-building project with the Oak Foundation. 
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Charla Hodges Rios, MPH 2014, MRP 2015 Panel 2, Networking

Lead Project Director 

Counter Tools 

charla@countertools.org 

Charla (she/her/hers) is a dual-degree master’s alumni UNC-CH. She currently works at Counter Tools, a 

nonprofit, public health consulting organization in Carrboro, NC, with 5 states and municipalities focusing 

on tobacco and/or food retail environments. Charla provides project guidance around how to use data 

collected by citizen scientists to educate community members and building narratives to tell local stories. 

While in graduate school, Charla served as co-conference chair of the 35th Annual Minority Health 

Conference focused on engaging youth in health interventions and completed her practicum at The Food 

Trust in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her public health interests are tied to the intersections of health 

disparities, economic development and the impacts of the built environment on communities, related to 

food access and tobacco use. 

Humberto Rodriguez, MPH 2016 Panel 2, Networking

Project Coordinator 

Department of Health Behavior, UNC-CH 

hgonz@email.unc.edu 

Humberto works with Health Behavior faculty member Clare Barrington on various qualitative projects in 

quality improvement, chronic illness, and gender in the US and other countries. He currently works on 

developing data collection tools, field work, data analysis, and training materials in qualitative 

methodology. Humberto’s other public health and work interests include migration, Latinx health, 

masculinity, health services research, and public policy. 

Susanne Schmal, MPH 2002 Networking

HIV Policies and Program Consultant 

NC Department of Public Instruction 

susanne.schmal@dpi.nc.gov 

Susanne is a public health practitioner with 15+ years in chronic disease prevention, wellness and school 

health. Her position with NC Healthy Schools is funded by the CDC’s Division of Adolescent and School 

Health. She works with priority school districts to support their efforts and build on successes in: 

exemplary sexual health education; access to sexual health services; safe and supportive environments; 

and maintaining/strengthening School Health Advisory Councils (SHACs). Susanne also serves (ex-officio) 

on the Safe Schools NC board, an organization dedicated to creating a safe and positive learning 

environment for all students and educators in North Carolina, with an emphasis on actual or perceived 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Liz Stern, MPH 1994 Networking

Group Care Organizational Development Consultant 

Centering Healthcare Institute 

lstern@centeringhealthcare.org 

Liz works as a group care organizational development consultant for a non-profit agency that promotes 

group health care. In this role she facilitates workshops on facilitative leadership (i.e., teaching health care 

providers and staff how to run groups) and provides technical assistance to practices that are making the 
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change from one-on-one care to group care. Centering is an evidence-based model which has been 

shown to lead to better health outcomes and to decrease health disparities. Centering started with group 

prenatal care (CenteringPregnancy), then expanded to well-child care for first two years of children's lives 

(CenteringParenting), and is currently expanding to other health conditions and patient populations. Liz 

also has extensive expertise with intimate partner violence prevention. 

Sara Stratton, MPH 1993 Panel 1, Networking

Senior Technical Advisor 

Palladium Group 

sunplus1@hotmail.com 

Sara is a seasoned public health leader with more than 20 years of experience with international and 

domestic NGOs. She is currently working on Health Policy Plus (HP+) and Nigeria Technical Support Unit 

projects. Before joining Palladium Group, Sara led IntraHealth International’s portfolio of projects in 

Senegal and Francophone West Africa. During her 14 years at IntraHealth, Sara held positions with 

progressive responsibility and leadership,  serving as a member of the senior staff from 2009-16. She has 

worked in East and West Africa, India and Eastern Europe, as well as in Florida and North Carolina. She 

lives in Durham, NC and works remotely. 

Annie Thornhill, MPH 2006 Panel 1 Moderator, Networking

Vice President of Community Health & Stroke 

American Heart Association 

aythornhill@gmail.com 

Annie leads a strong and effective team to achieve transformational health at community level from the 

region covering Baltimore to Charleston. She works on community health priorities, including volunteer 

and board engagement, community-level health strategies, and key partnerships. She also serve as the 

Affiliate Stroke Lead, aligning efforts across the Affiliate and proudly representing the organization on 

stroke-related issues.  

Christina Villella, MPH 2016 Networking

Health Informatics Associate 

MEASURE Evaluation/ICF 

christina.villella@icf.com 

Christina contributes thought leadership to the field of health informatics through the development of 

tools and guidelines for low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). She also coordinates the data 

exchange of foreign aid data between two US government systems (DATIM), which includes overseeing 

data element mapping, testing, and quality control processes. Prior to joining ICF, Christina assessed 

mHealth activities and used the results to recommend effective programming using appropriate mHealth 

solutions in LMICs. Additionally, she developed content and training materials for an mHealth application 

health workers in West Africa. Her public health interests are in strengthening the capacity of countries to 

build and maintain health information systems that generate data they can use in health resource 

planning. 

Christina is unable to attend  due to  illness. She says that any 
students interested in her work are welcome to contact her. 
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Kellie Walters, MPH 2014 Networking

Senior Informatics Project Manager 

NC TraCS Institute, UNC-Chapel Hill 

kmwalter@email.unc.edu 

Kellie manages a portfolio of clinical informatics infrastructure projects that support research. Specifically, 

she leads a variety of technology and data-driven projects; directs related engagement and outreach 

activities; and designs and manages in-person and online training programs. The aim of the NC TraCS 

Institute and Kellie's work there is to support clinical research and improve health outcomes. 

Michael Wilson, MPH 2014 Networking

Co-Founder and Partnerships Lead 

Advance Access & Delivery 

michaeladvancead@gmail.com 

In 2014, Michael co-founded Advance Access & Delivery, a US-based global health non-profit 

organization that acts as a platform to support initiatives aimed at expanding access and delivery to life-

saving care for economically or socially marginalized populations. Michael works to manage various 

projects both domestically and internationally related to infectious disease treatment and prevention, 

harm reduction, and refugee health. Michael is passionate about advocating against double standards of 

healthcare for the poor and is dedicated to finding innovative solutions to to bring care closer to where 

people live and work. 

Thank you to the UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health 

Alumni Association for its support of this event.  

Many thanks also go to HB Alumni Section President  

Hannah Prentice-Dunn and President-elect Lindsay Olson for 

representing the department and coordinating the conference! 
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