
Doctoral Program (DrPH) in  
Health Leadership 

                         Class of 2012 
 

 
 
ANGELI P. ACHREKAR 
Senior Program Manager 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Global AIDS Program 
Residence: Atlanta, GA 
 
Angeli Achrekar, MPH serves as the Senior Program Manager in the Office of the Director of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Global AIDS Program (GAP).   In this capacity, 
she supports the Director and Deputy Director of CDC/GAP in the leadership and management of one 
of the largest public health programs at CDC—a program with a $1.5 billion budget and nearly 2,000 
locally and internationally employed staff at CDC Headquarters and over 40 countries focused on 
implementing CDC’s mission and the HIV/AIDS goals of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR).  Angeli has always focused her public health service in HIV/AIDS and in global 
health.  After working in Mexico and in India, then later with UNICEF, she began her career with the 
CDC in 2001 at the Division of Adolescent and School.   
 
She earned an MPH in Global Health from Yale University, a BS in Psychobiology from the University 
of California, at Los Angeles, and spent a year studying Spanish at the Universidad de Chile in 
Santiago, Chile.   Angeli is fortunate to be surrounded by a lot of love from her husband, Jay, twin baby 
girls, Asha & Kiran, and 100 pound dog, Jasper.  
 
 
 
 
SARTHAK DAS 
Country Director 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
Residence:  Goroka Eastern Highlands Province, PNG 

Sarthak has been working in global health and HIV/AIDS for the past 15 years in the United States, 
Cambodia, India, and Papua New Guinea. A graduate of Harvard University (BA), and Yale University 
(MPH), he has worked with the New Mexico Department of Health, UCSF, US CDC and served as 
consultant to a range of international organizations in the areas of health, HIV policy and programming.  
Excerpts of his work in HIV in India were published in Women, Poverty, and AIDS: Drugs, Sex & 
Structural Violence edited by Paul Farmer and Margaret Connor. As Country Director for the William J. 
Clinton Foundation, Sarthak manages a team of international expert doctors, laboratory, and other 
technical experts who assist the National Department of Health to scale up HIV care and treatment in 
PNG which has the fastest growing epidemic in the Asia- Pacific Region.  In collaboration with Govt. 
partners, the Foundation has built a successful model for rural care and treatment in Eastern Highlands 
Province that is anticipated will be adopted for replication throughout PNG beginning in 2009.  He has 
been living in Goroka, Eastern Highlands Province since 2006. 
 
 



 
 
YVETTE DAVIS 
Associate Director 
Office of Extramural Research, Education, and Priority Populations 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
Residence:  Maryland 
 
 
Yvette M. Davis, VMD, MPH, is the Associate Director of the Office of Extramural Research, Education, 
and Priority Populations at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  The Agency’s 
mission is to improve the quality, safety, efficiency, and effectiveness of health care for all Americans.  
At AHRQ, health services research is conducted and supported both within AHRQ as well as in 
academic institutions, hospitals, health care systems and other settings across the country.  Yvette has 
a leadership role within her Office in programmatic policy and budget development, program 
management, and recommending courses of action to ensure the accomplishment of the research 
agenda set forth by the Secretary, Health and Human Services, and the Director, AHRQ. 
 
Yvette began her public health career as an epidemiology fellow at the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration followed by eight years as an epidemiologist at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).  At CDC, Yvette served as an Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Officer in the 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, where she conducted epidemiologic studies including 
the co-investigation of the World Trade Center terrorist bombing disaster of 1993, and an evaluation of 
the usefulness of the National Electronic Injury Surveillance System in producing national estimates of 
nonfatal firearm injuries.  After two years as an EIS officer, she entered CDC’s Preventive Medicine 
Residency (PMR) Program assigned to a local health department and subsequently became Chief 
Resident of the PMR Program.  Yvette later served as a medical epidemiologist in the National Center 
for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention, CDC, where she led efforts in surveillance of tuberculosis infection 
among health care workers.  Yvette received a B.S. degree from Cornell University, a V.M.D. degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania, and an M.P.H. degree from Johns Hopkins University. 
 
 
 
 
BRIAN HARRIS 
CEO 
Rural Health Group 
Residence:   Roanoke Rapids, NC 
 
 Brian O. Harris, MHA is the CEO of the Rural Health Group (RHG), a multi-site, multi-disciplinary 
federally qualified health center headquartered in Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina.   RHG provides 
primary medical care, dental, behavioral health and pharmacy services to at-risk, underserved 
populations.  Over the last five years, under Brian’s leadership, the organization has doubled in size 
and now serves six counties in Northeastern North Carolina.  Over the last ten years Brian has worked 
exclusively in the community health center world where he has led efforts to implement electronic 
health records, establish clinical quality programs and incorporate patient navigators in the care setting. 

 Brian’s commitment to social justice and public health began with his humble upbringing in rural 
Southern Oregon.  Throughout his formative years his blue-collar, working class family struggled 
heroically to provide the basic needs for the family.  Brian witnessed his family lose practically 
everything when his mother’s preexisting medical condition disqualified her for health insurance.  From 
the doctor who missed the diagnosis to the health insurance company that denied her coverage to a 



healthcare system that cares more about profits than people to seeing his mother’s final years living as 
an uninsured cancer patient, all of these events helped to secure Brian’s foundation as a champion for 
universal health care coverage and access.   

 Brian received his Master in Healthcare Administration from UNC at Chapel Hill.  His undergraduate 
degree is in Management Accounting.  Brian lived in Mexico for a year where he fine-tuned his Spanish 
language skills while studying Spanish literature and international accounting.  Brian’s interests include 
languages, literature, food and travel.  His wife, Gisela, and two young children, Natalia and Diego, are 
the “best parts of him”. 
 
TAMMY K. MAYER 
Major 
US Army Nurse Corps 
Residence:  St. Robert, Missouri 
 
As a career US Army Nurse Corps Officer and veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Tammy enjoys 
working with a multitude of public health issues from her position as Chief of Preventive Medicine at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  From tuberculosis screenings to public health crisis management, she 
enjoys the dynamic environment created by the diversity within the Army. 
 
Tammy holds a Master of Public Health (MPH) from Saint Louis University and is Certified in Public 
Health (Charter Class) through the National Board of Public Health Examiners.  She also graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Missouri-Columbia.   
 
Tammy spends her free time with her husband and three children and she seeks to strike the perfect 
balance between professional endeavors and family activities.  Although she wears combat boots and a 
uniform on a daily basis, one little known fact is that Tammy has a weakness for "Coach" purses and 
online shopping. 
 
 
 
VALERIE MAZEAU 
Head, Clinical Practice Guidelines 
French National Cancer Institute 
Residence: Paris, France 
  
 
My name is Valerie Mazeau Woynar. I am 31 years old. I graduated from Medical School in Paris and 
fulfilled a public health medical residency mainly in the oncology field but with different perspectives 
(biomedical research, mass screening evaluation, clinical oncology, pharmaceutical industry). Besides 
my medical doctoral degree, I completed a MSc in biomedical research. I am currently head of the 
clinical practice guidelines department at the French National Cancer Institute. My challenges at work 
are (1) managing a good size team - 12 people (MDs, methodologists, documentalists and assistants) 
(2) producing many great quality guidelines, faster and cheaper (3) developing strategies to implement 
guidelines into clinical practices (4) dealing with many different actors of the health care system. The 
program will be a great opportunity to confront theory and practice and learn from every one's 
experience.  
 
I am married. My husband, Sebastien, is also MD. We have a son, Victor, born in September 
2008. Although we live in France, we have close links with the US, since Sebastien is Franco-
American, I lived almost 3 years in the US as a teen and we both have family living here whom we 
often visit.    



 
GINA OGILVIE 
Associate Director of STI/HIV Prevention and Control 
British Columbia Centre for Disease Control 
Residence:  British Columbia 

My name is Gina Ogilvie, and I am delighted to be joining the DrPH program at UNC. I am a child of 
immigrants from the West Indies (Jamaica and Grenada) and was born in Jamaica myself, but grew up 
in Toronto, Ontario. I completed my undergraduate education at Queen's University and McMaster 
University in Ontario, Canada, and then did Family Medicine residency at McMaster University.  I then 
completed a Fellowship in Population and Primary Care at McMaster University.  I taught in the Faculty 
of Health Sciences at McMaster University at the North Hamilton Community Health Centre.  My clinical 
and research focus was with marginalized populations and in particular with immigrant and with HIV 
infected individuals.  I also worked on improving access to screening and treatment for STIs and 
cervical cancer. I moved to Vancouver in 1998 where I completed a Masters of Science in Clinical 
Epidemiology at UBC.  I have worked clinically at a variety of settings in Vancouver, including Oak Tree 
Clinic, Vancouver Hospital ICU and in the downtown eastside at community health centres and youth 
clinics.  I am now the Associate Director of STI/HIV Prevention and Control at the BC Centre for 
Disease Control and a Faculty member in the Departments of Family Practice, Obstetrics & 
Gynecology and School of Population and Public Health at UBC.  My research focus is on cervical 
cancer prevention, Human Papillomavirus and STIs in hard to reach populations.  I am particularly 
interested in applications of diagnostic and treatment innovations in marginalized populations. I am also 
working internationally with the Faculty of Medicine at Makerere University in Uganda to improve 
access to cervical cancer screening with the ASPIRE project (Advances in Screening and Prevention in 
Reproductive Cancers). I am married and my most important job in the world is that of mother to my 
two very active children, Lauchlan (9) and McKerron (7).  I am often found cheering on the sidelines of 
basketball courts, hockey rinks, softball diamonds and soccer pitches in the Lower Mainland of British 
Columbia.  I am looking forward to meeting you all in August. 

 
 
 
LISA OXENDINE 
Clinical Director and Physician Assistant  
Children's Health of Carolina  
Residence:  Lumberton, NC 

Practicing pediatric physician assistant trained at Wake Forest University School of Medicine and 
recognized by the American Academy of Physician Assistants as a Distinguished Fellow.  An award 
winning writer of books, articles, and projects with agencies including the Maya Angelou Center for 
Health Equity at Wake Forest University School of Medicine.  Conference and keynote speaker.  
Member of MGMA, NCMGMA,  AAPA, and other state and national organizations.   

Interests include use of communication to improve health and decrease healthcare costs; healthcare 
issues relative to rural and minority populations; measures to increase access to quality healthcare; 
leadership and management in office practice. 
 
 
 
 
 



LILIAN PEDROSA 
Program Officer 
The Global Fund  
Residence:  Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 
Born and raised in São Paulo, Brazil, Lilian is very interested in the crossroad of Development and 
Public Health. Her first degree is in Psychology and she worked many years with patients living with 
HIV/AIDS and health policy in Brazil. Lilian also studied at University of California-Berkeley, where she 
further developed her skills in project management. 
 
Her career path has taken her from Brazil to United States, Mozambique, India and Japan. She 
currently lives in Switzerland and works overseeing grants to fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
in Southern Africa region. 
 
 
ROBERT PHILLIPS 
Director, Health & Human Services 
The California Endowment 
Residence:  Oakland, California 
 
As director of Health and Human Services program, Phillips leads the foundation’s efforts to develop 
initiatives to reduce barriers to efficient, effective functioning health systems that promote the health of 
low-income communities and communities of color.  In this capacity, Phillips serves as the foundation 
lead on many of The Endowment’s major funding initiatives such as the foundation’s Community Clinics 
Initiative (CCI) and Covering California’s Kids (CCK) program. CCI aims to strengthen the state’s safety 
net system of community clinics and the Covering California’s Kids program supports efforts throughout 
the state to simplify enrollment and expand health coverage to all of the state’s nearly 800,000 kids 
without health coverage.  Phillips joined The Endowment in August 2006. He was appointed Director of 
Health and Human Services in January 2009.  
 
Prior to joining The Endowment, Phillips was a Principal at Carter Phillips LLC, a public affairs firm that 
specializes in strategic communications and public affairs consulting to nonprofits, government and 
labor unions. Phillips’ diverse public policy and advocacy background includes his service as a senior 
associate at Policy Link, a national nonprofit research and advocacy organization, where he provided 
strategic development and direction for the organization’s initiatives on health disparities and asthma. 
Phillips also was a capital strategies regional coordinator and political coordinator/organizer for the 
Service Employees International Union in Oakland, CA, and Washington DC, and a senior health policy 
analyst for the AFL-CIO in Washington, DC. 
 
He is a former board member of the California Transplant Donor Network, and the former 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Board of Trustees of the Alameda County Medical Center. Phillips is a 
resident of Oakland, CA, and received his bachelors in Political Science/Economics from Morehouse 
College in Atlanta, his masters in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of Citizen and Public 
Affairs at Syracuse University, and his masters in Public Health from Harvard University’s School of 
Public Health.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



LYNNE SAFRIT 
President 
Castle & Cooke NC 
Residence:  Kannapolis, NC 
 
I have served as President of Castle & Cooke NC since 1995. I am currently responsible for the 
development and management of the North Carolina Research Campus in Kannapolis, a public private 
venture between UNC Chapel Hill, NC State University, Duke University, and seven other universities 
in the UNC system. The campus is focused on research combining nutrition, agriculture, and human 
health. 

 A native of Kannapolis, I graduated Cum Laude with a BA from Catawba College in 1980 and from the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte in 1981 with a MA. I am a graduate of the Commercial Real 
Estate Institute and hold the CCIM designation and am a licensed general real estate appraiser. I am 
currently on the Board of Trustees at Catawba College, the Board of Directors at the Bank of the 
Carolinas, the Board of Directors for the Gertrude Hinson Charitable Trust, the Board of Directors for 
the North Carolina Biotechnology Center and I serve as Chairman of the Board of Directors for the 
Cabarrus County Economic Development Corporation. 

 I am member of the choir and Praise Band at Crossroads Methodist Church in Concord, and I live in 
Kannapolis with my two children, Elizabeth and Wil, and my husband, Wally, an attorney. 

 My interests include singing, playing the piano, traveling, playing with my two dogs (Murphy, an 
English springer spaniel, and Belle, a terrier rescue dog), going to the movies with my husband and two 
teenagers, working out and reading. 

 
 
JOHN WEISMAN 
Public Health Director 
Clark County WA Public Health Department 
Residence:  Portland 
 
Hi everyone, my name is John Wiesman and I look forward to meeting you all in August.  Until then, 
here is my brief bio.  I was born and raised in Wisconsin where I stayed until I graduated from college.  I 
come from a large family of seven children and both of my parents are alive but with increasing aging 
ailments.  During my second year of graduate school I realized that I was a gay man and met my 
partner, Ted Broussard, about six months later.   Ted is going to join me on our first trip to Chapel Hill 
so I hope you get to meet him.  In July we will have been together 22 years and we will be getting 
married in Massachusetts on our “anniversary”.  My most significant personal accomplishment has 
been climbing Mt. Rainer in 1997. 
 
On the professional side, I graduated from Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin in 1983 with a 
degree in biology and a concentration in neuroscience.  After working two years at Western 
Washington University in Bellingham, Washington as a residence hall director, I went to Yale University 
and in 1987 received a MPH in chronic disease epidemiology.  Since then, all but three years of my 
work has been in local public health; the other three years were at the University of Washington where I 
managed a research project.  I have worked in health departments with 25, 300, 2,000, and 150 staff in 
Connecticut and Washington.  For the past five years I have worked as the public health director of the 
Clark County Public Health Department in Vancouver, Washington, part of the Portland, Oregon 
metropolitan area.  I thoroughly enjoy my first job as director.  I am very much looking forward to our 
coursework and learning from each other.  See you soon. 
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	On the professional side, I graduated from Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin in 1983 with a degree in biology and a concentration in neuroscience.  After working two years at Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington as a residence hall director, I went to Yale University and in 1987 received a MPH in chronic disease epidemiology.  Since then, all but three years of my work has been in local public health; the other three years were at the University of Washington where I managed a research project.  I have worked in health departments with 25, 300, 2,000, and 150 staff in Connecticut and Washington.  For the past five years I have worked as the public health director of the Clark County Public Health Department in Vancouver, Washington, part of the Portland, Oregon metropolitan area.  I thoroughly enjoy my first job as director.  I am very much looking forward to our coursework and learning from each other.  See you soon.

