Dr. June Steven’s gives tribute to Dr. Pamela Haines
When one thinks of the Department of Nutrition and our masters program, it is hard not to think of Pam Haines.  Pam has been a member of our Department for the past thirty years, moving from a doctoral student to a research track faculty member and finally to a tenured faculty member.
Pam graduated from Cornell with a BS in Nutrition and Institution Management in 1970.  From there she spent a year in the Peace Corps, working in Columbia, South America.   After the Peace Corps, Pam worked for two years as a public health nutritionist in Florida, where she was responsible for planning, implementation and evaluation of the nutrition component in a county health department.  It was there that she met Mildred Kaufman, who would later become Chair of our Department.  Pam returned to school where she obtained a Masters in Food and Resource Economics from the University of Florida in 1977.  She then returned to Ithaca, New York, where she worked in a county nutrition program for a year before becoming a research associate and lecturer at Cornell.

When Pam became interested in furthering her education, it was Mildred Kaufman who encouraged her to apply at UNC, and in 1978, Pam came to UNC as a doctoral student, where she worked under the mentorship of Barry Popkin, earning a DrPH in 1983. Her thesis was titled Away From Home Food Expenditure Patterns and the Demand for Nutrients.
In 1983, upon her graduation, Pam was appointed as a Research Assistant Professor in our Department.  She entered the tenure track in 1984 and became a tenured Associate Professor in 1991.

During her career, Pam served as principal investigator on a number of important research projects, examining how factors such as education, employment status and life stage have affected changing patterns of eating in women across the life cycle.  She was also a contributor to the Women’s Health Initiative, a seminal, 15 year study testing the effects of hormone therapy, diet modification, and calcium and vitamin D supplements on over 161,000 postmenopausal women.   From 2002-2005, Pam served as the Associate Editor of the Journal of Nutrition Education and Behavior, putting in countless hours to help ensure that nutrition educators could have access to innovative strategies for nutrition education.
For over 25 years Pam taught our Public Health Nutrition Course to masters students, and for 18 years she chaired our MPH Committee.  She has tirelessly pursued funding for master’s students, advocated for students having academic issues and provided academic and career guidance to hundreds of students.  
A number of students contacted us and wished that they could be here to wish Pam well.  However, job and family responsibilities prevented many of them from being here today.
Here are just a few comments from Pam’s former students:

· Without your many skills and generosity of time and spirit it would not have been possible for me to complete the program

· When I look back at on my 2 years at UNC, I will always think of you fondly

· Her confidence in me boosted my confidence in myself

· And lastly, a quote from our next speaker, one of Pam’s former students: I hope that you can retire feeling satisfied and fulfilled at the huge impact you have had on all our lives, and be pleased knowing that this impact will continue to multiply as we all go out and try to add more good to the world.  
I think we will all agree that Pam will be missed as a teacher, mentor, and colleague.

