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Explaining the health
care reform debate

Major grants
In fiscal year 2009 , despite a major
economic recession, more than 400 grants
and contracts, totaling more than $150 million, were awarded to faculty members with
a primary appointment in the School —a 45
percent increase from the previous year.
Among the highlights:
Gates Foundation grant for
urban reproductive health
The Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-

Dr. Jon Oberlander

Dr. Thomas Ricketts

Both local and national media
have sought out School faculty members to
comment on aspects of the national debate
on health care reform, particularly after a
bill was passed in March. Among those most
often quoted are Tim Carey, MD, director
of the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research and adjunct epidemiology
faculty member; Dean Harris, JD, clinical
associate professor of health policy and
management; Jon Oberlander, PhD, professor of health policy and management and
social medicine; and Thomas Ricketts, PhD,
professor of health policy and management.
Media included The New England Journal
of Medicine, The New York Times, National
Public Radio, USA Today, MSNBC, CBS Sunday Morning and Evening News programs,
American Public Radio’s Marketplace, AARP
Bulletin Today, The Daily Tar Heel (UNC),
WCHL Radio and The News & Observer
(Raleigh, N.C.).
Health policy and management doctoral
student Brad Wright also blogs about health
care reform in The Huffington Post (see www.
huffingtonpost.com/d-brad-wright). n
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tion awarded more than $22 million for a new
project to improve reproductive health of the
urban poor in sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia. Ilene Speizer, PhD, research associate
professor of maternal and child health, is one
of the two leaders of “Measurement, Learning and Evaluation for the Urban Reproductive Health Initiative,” which will be run by
UNC's Carolina Population Center. Working
with the center on the project are the African
Population and Health Research Center, based
in Nairobi, Kenya, and the Population Reference Bureau in Washington, D.C. The project
will help identify which urban reproductive
health approaches and interventions are most
effective and likely to have the biggest impact.

Statistical Methods for
Cancer Clinical Trials
Michael R. Kosorok, PhD, professor
and chair of the biostatistics department, will
lead researchers from UNC, Duke University
and N. C. State University to find ways to
design more powerful clinical trials for cancer
treatments. Their aim is to more quickly and
effectively deliver better, more personalized
new therapies to cancer patients. “Statistical
Methods for Cancer Clinical Trials,” a $12.5

million, 5-year grant from the National Cancer
Institute, is designed to develop new methods
for the design and analysis of cancer clinical trials. Co-investigators from the School
include Joseph Ibrahim, PhD, Alumni Distinguished Professor of biostatistics; Jianwen
Cai, PhD, biostatistics professor and associate
chair; and Danyu Lin, PhD, Dennis Gillings
Distinguished Professor of biostatistics.

Center of Excellence
in Genomic Science
The National Institutes of Health’s
National Human Genome Research Institute
and National Institute of Mental Health have
awarded UNC an $8.6
million, 5-year grant
to establish a Center of Excellence in
Genomic Science. The
center will explore
how genes and the
environment interact and affect certain
Dr. Daniel Pomp
mental diagnoses,
including autism, depression, anxiety and
adverse reaction to antipsychotic medicines.
Public health researchers include Daniel
Pomp, PhD, nutrition professor; and Fred
Wright, PhD, professor, Fei Zou, PhD, associate professor, and Wei Sun, PhD, assistant
professor, all in biostatistics.

Sobsey presents water test idea to
NASA, USAID and others
Mark Sobsey, PhD, Kenan Distinguished Professor of environmental sciences
and engineering, is one of 10 innovators
who participated in the first LAUNCH

