Master’s Practicum Proposal

Department of Epidemiology

Student’s Name:    ________________________________       PID: ______________
Practicum Title: _________________________________________
Specific Aims:

Anticipated practicum activities:

Inventory of Master’s competencies to be exercised (see list of competencies and examples of how to fill out the table below). Students will be taught and assessed on competencies in their program. During the practicum, students will develop two products in their practice setting that serves the practice setting. These two products combined must demonstrate a total of five competencies, of which at least three must be MPH foundational competencies and two are Discipline-Specific Competencies. 
Discipline-specific Competencies (2)
	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	
	

	
	


MPH Foundational Competencies (3)
	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	
	

	
	

	
	


Field placement agency / unit (if applicable):

Is your practicum funded?       __Yes       __ No

If Yes, what is/are the funding source(s):  _______________________

            If Yes:  Are your costs reimbursed?        __ Yes   __ No   

                        Do you receive a stipendium?     __ Yes   __ No

I acknowledge that this Master’s Practicum is not an activity designed to complete my Master’s paper.  _______ (please initial)
Time line:

IRB Compliance

I have read the online IRB guidelines regarding Class Projects or Practica https://research.unc.edu/files/2013/07/ccm3_036121.pdf and have determined that this project

_____ does not require IRB approval

_____ does require IRB approval (submission of copy of IRB approval required)

Student Signature:  ______________________________  Date: ___________________
APPROVAL: You must obtain approval from all persons listed below BEFORE you begin working on your practicum.
Practicum Preceptor’s Name:  ______________________________  Date:___________

Practicum Preceptor’s Signature:  ______________________________  Date:___________

Practicum Preceptor’s Email ________________________   Phone: ____________________

Academic Advisor’s Name:  ________________________________  Date: ___________
Academic Advisor’s Signature:  ________________________________  Date: ___________
Practicum Coordinator’s Signature:  ____________________________   Date: ___________

(Lorraine Alexander)
Once approved and signed, scan the proposal and upload via web form to the Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. Submission link can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/ Then select the Master’s Practicum link.

	


MPH/MSPH Practicum Competencies
The School maintains documentation for every graduate student about their progress toward achieving public health competencies. Students will be taught and assessed on competencies in their program. During the practicum, students will develop two products in their practice setting that serves the practice setting. These two products combined must demonstrate a total of five competencies, of which at least three must be MPH foundational competencies and two are Discipline-Specific Competencies 

Practicum Competencies 
Discipline-Specific Competencies 

Upon graduation a student with an MPH or MSPH should possess the competencies listed below. The following is a list of discipline-specific competencies. You must choose at least 2 that your practicum experience will address.    If more than 2 competencies are addressed you can also list those.
1. Describe a specific public health problem in terms of its magnitude, person, time and context 

2. Formulate an informative study question and the associated testable hypotheses 

3. Identify an appropriate source of data for this purpose and define an informative subset 

4. Review basic ethical and legal principles applicable to the collection, maintenance, use and dissemination of these data 

5. Identify an appropriate study design and method of analysis 

6. Use statistical analysis software to estimate and test the hypothesized associations 

7. Apply appropriate analytical techniques to calculate the pertinent epidemiology measures 

8. Apply descriptive and inferential methods to deduce results 

9.  Apply the concepts or error and bias in the evaluation of the results 

10. Interpret the results addressing the strengths and limitations of the inference(s) 

11. Communicate this information to professional and lay audiences. 

MPH Foundational Competencies

The following is a list of MPH Foundational Competencies.  You must choose at least 3 that your practicum experience will address.    If more than 3 competencies are addressed you can also list those.

MPH01. Apply epidemiological methods to the breadth of settings and situations in public health 

practice.

MPH02. Select quantitative and qualitative data collection methods appropriate for a given public health context.

MPH03. Analyze quantitative and qualitative data using biostatistics, informatics, computer-based 

programming and software, as appropriate.

MPH04. Interpret results of data analysis for public health research, policy or practice.

MPH05. Compare the organization, structure and function of health care, public health and regulatory systems across national and international settings.

MPH06. Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism

undermine health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community and societal levels.

MPH07. Assess population needs, assets and capacities that affect communities’ health.

MPH08. Apply awareness of cultural values and practices to the design or implementation of public 

health policies or programs.

MPH09. Design a population-based policy, program, project or intervention.

MPH10. Explain basic principles and tools of budget and resource management.

MPH11. Select methods to evaluate public health programs.

MPH12. Discuss multiple dimensions of the policy-making process, including the roles of ethics and 

evidence.

MPH13. Propose strategies to identify stakeholders and build coalitions and partnerships for influencing public health outcomes.

MPH14. Advocate for political, social or economic policies and programs that will improve health in 

diverse populations.

MPH15. Evaluate policies for their impact on public health and health equity.

MPH16. Apply principles of leadership, governance and management, which include creating a vision, empowering others, fostering collaboration and guiding decision making.

MPH17. Apply negotiation and mediation skills to address organizational or community challenges.

MPH18. Select communication strategies for different audiences and sectors.

MPH19. Communicate audience-appropriate public health content, both in writing and through oral 

presentation.

MPH20. Describe the importance of cultural competence in communicating public health content.

MPH21. Perform effectively on interprofessional teams.

MPH22. Apply systems thinking tools to a public health issue.

From: ACCREDITATION CRITERIA SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC HEALTH &  PUBLIC HEALTH 

PROGRAMS https://storage.googleapis.com/media.ceph.org/wp_assets/2016.Criteria.pdf
The following examples show how to correctly write up the section “Inventory of Master’s competencies to be exercised”.   

MPH Foundational Competencies 
	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	MPH20. Describe the importance of cultural competence in communicating public health content.


	Through performing face-to-face interviews, I will remain nonjudgmental of the interview participants.

	MPH06. Discuss the means by which structural bias, social inequities and racism

undermine health and create challenges to achieving health equity at organizational, community and societal levels.


	Given the diversity of the communities in which I will perform these interviews, I will learn about the range of public health preparedness opportunities available to residents in Eastern North Carolina.

	MPH21. Perform effectively on interprofessional teams.


	This practicum will provide me with the opportunity to work and interact with members of North Carolina county health departments.


