
CURRICULUM VITAE 
Jeffrey W. Swanson September 26, 2017 

Present Positions: 

Work Address: 

Education: 

1975-1979 

1979-1985 

Professor in Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, with tenure 
Duke University School of Medicine 

Associate Director, Division of Social and Community Psychiatry 
Duke University School of Medicine 

Adjunct Professor, Department of Health Care Policy and Management 
Gillings Global School of Public Health 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Co-Director, UNC-CH/ Duke Postdoctoral Training Program in Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services and Systems Research 

Research Scientist, Mental Illness Research, Education, and Clinical Center 
(MIRECC), Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Durham, North Carolina 

Co-Director, National Resource Center on Psychiatric Advance Directives 

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
Duke University Medical Center, Box 3071 
Brightleaf Square, Suite 23-A 
Durham, North Carolina  27710 
Phone: (919) 682-4827    Fax: (919) 682-1907 
E-mail: jeffrey.swanson@duke.edu

Westmont College, Santa Barbara, California 
B.A. 1979, summa cum laude (sociology)  

Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut  
M.A., 1980
M.Phil., 1982
Ph.D., 1985 (medical sociology)

Postdoctoral Fellowship: 

1991-1993 National Research Service Award Postdoctoral Fellowship in Mental Health 
Services and Systems Research (National Institute of Mental Health)  

 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Cecil G. Sheps  Center for
Health Services Research and

 Duke University Medical Center, Department of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences

Academic Specialty Areas:  

medical sociology, psychiatric epidemiology, mental health services research, mental health 
law and policy studies, public health law research 

mailto:jeffrey.swanson@duke.edu


Jeffrey Swanson                                                                                                                            2 

Key Areas and Topics of Research:  

 Epidemiology of serious mental illnesses and substance use disorders in adult community-
based populations  

 Violent behavior and mental illness in social-environmental context 
 Public health law approaches to reducing firearm violence and suicide  
 Legal leverage in community treatment for adults with severe mental illness 
 Psychiatric advance directives for adults with serious mental illnesses 
 Effectiveness of involuntary outpatient commitment  
 Mental illness and criminal justice policy  
 Discrimination, law, and policy affecting persons with psychiatric disabilities 
 Medical futility, physicians’ legal defensiveness, and end-of-life treatment decisions 

 
Professional and Academic Career  

University Academic Appointments and Affiliations 

Teaching Fellow, Department of Sociology, Yale University, 1981-1982  

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston, 1987-1991 

Affiliate Member, Institute for the Medical Humanities, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, 1990-1991 

Medical Center Instructor to Associate Professor with tenure, Department of Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Sciences, Duke University School of Medicine, 1991-2007 

Professor in Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences with tenure, Duke University School of Medicine 
2007 – present 

Adjunct Professor, Department of Health Care Policy and Management, Gillings Global School of 
Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2011 to present 

Faculty Fellow, Center for Child and Family Policy, Social Science Research Institute (SSRI) and 
Sanford School of Public Policy, Duke University, 2010 to present 

Research Appointments and Affiliations 

Center Scholar, Center for Cross-Cultural Research, University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston, 1988-1991 

Research Fellow, Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, 1994-present 

Research Scientist, Epidemiologic Research & Information Center, Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Durham, North Carolina, 1999-2002 

Research Scientist, Mental Illness Research, Education, and Clinical Center (MIRECC), Health 
Services Research and Development Program, Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Durham, North 
Carolina, 2013 to present. 

Other Professional Positions and Visiting Appointments 

Executive Committee Member, Consortium for Risk-Based Firearm Policy, 2013-present 

Associate Director, UNC-CH/Duke Postdoctoral Training Program in Mental Health Services and 
Systems Research, 1993 to present 

Member, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mandated 
Community Treatment, 2002-2011 
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Methods Core Member and Key Consultant, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Program on Public 
Health Law Research, 2009-2015 

Associate Editor, Administration & Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research, 
2007-2010 

Co-Director and Executive Committee Member, National Resource Center on Psychiatric Advance 
Directives (www.nrc-pad.org), 2006-present 

Visiting Professor, Forensic Mental Health Science Department, Institute of Psychiatry, Kings 
College London, October-November, 2005   

Consulting 

Office of Multicultural Services, Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation, 1989. 
Improving access and effectiveness of mental health services for ethnic minority populations in 
Texas 

Committee on Opportunities in Drug Abuse Research, Institute of Medicine, National Academy of 
Sciences, 1993 (Richard J. Bonnie, Chair). Report on the state of research on violence associated 
with mental illness and substance abuse comorbidity.   

National Institute of Mental Health, Violence and Traumatic Stress Branch, 1993. Developing new 
research initiatives on interventions with violent mentally ill persons in the community.  

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mental Health and the Law, 
1992-1993. Developing studies of violence and psychiatric disorder; developing studies of 
coercion in mental health treatment.  

New York City Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Alcoholism Services, Contract 
with Policy Research Associates, Inc., 1995-1997. Evaluating a program of involuntary 
outpatient commitment at Bellevue Hospital  

ADA Insights, Cecil. G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, 2000-2005. A program of research evaluating the impact of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.    

Pennsylvania Bar Association, implementing Pennsylvania HB2036, Mental Health Care Power of 
Attorney and Mental Health Declaration, 2005. 

New Mexico Department of Health & Human Services and New Mexico Health Policy Commission, 
2005.  Consultation regarding draft legislation, SB0749, Mental Health Advance Directive. 

Virginia Commission on Mental Health Law Reform, 2007. Consultation regarding draft legislation 
for outpatient commitment and psychiatric advance directives.   

Comprehensive NeuroScience (CNS), 2007. Evaluating data systems systems for managing states’ 
Medicaid pharmacy costs for behavioral health. 

Presbyterian Healthcare Services, New Mexico, 2007-2008. Expert consultation in the John Hyde 
matter. 

Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb, Attorneys at Law, Albuquerque, NM, 2007-2008.  Expert 
consultation. 

Gregg Vance Fallick, Attorney at Law, 2007-2008.  Expert consultation. 

Novartis Pharmaceutical Corporation, 2011. Expert consultation regarding psychiatric advance 
directive toolkits.   

Task Force on Firearms Rights Restoration in Virginia, University of Virginia Frank Batten School of 
Leadership and Public Policy, 2011-2012. Expert consultation and policy analysis. 

Executive Committee, Implementation of Virginia’s Health Care Decisions Act, 2010-2012.  

Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy, 2013-present 

http://www.nrc-pad.org/
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Professional Recognition: Recent Awards and Honors 

2016 Raymond W. Waggoner Lecture on Ethics & Values in Medicine, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor 

2016 Paul Mendelsohn, M.D., Memorial Lecture in Psychiatry and the Law. Tufts School of Medicine 
and Tufts Medical Center, Boston 

2016 Sherwood B. Winslow, MD, Distinguished Lecture, Battle Creek Community Foundation, Battle 
Creek, Michigan 

2016 L. Douglas Lenkoski, MD, Lecture in Community Psychiatry, Case Western Reserve University 

2015 P. Browning Hoffman Memorial Lecture in Law and Psychiatry, University of Virginia School 
of Law 

2013 recipient NARSAD Distinguished Investigator Grant from Brain and Behavior Foundation 

2011 recipient Carl Taube Award for distinguished career contributions to mental health services 
research, from the American Public Health Association, Mental Health Section. 

2010 recipient Eugene C. Hargrove, MD Award for Outstanding Contributions to Mental Health 
Research, from the North Carolina Psychiatric Foundation.  

 

Recent national and international television appearances 

MSNBC Live with Kate Snow: “Majority of gun deaths in US are suicides,” January 6, 2016 

PBS News Hour with Judy Woodruff: “Why the U.S. has done almost nothing to stop mass 
shootings,” October 3, 2015 

CBC [Canada] The National with Ian Hanomansing: “Violence and mental illness,” August 26, 2015 

NBC News with Steve Handelsman: “Mass shootings,” July 27, 2015 

CNN Tonight with Don Lemon: “Who commits mass shootings?” June 23, 2015 

CNN EN ESPAÑOL, “Propensión uso violento de armas,” April 13, 2015 

Bloomberg TV News In the Loop with Betty Liu and Cory Johnson: “Who shouldn’t own a gun”? 
December 11, 2013 

 

Selected Lectures and Presentations  

Symposium panelist at national conference: “Policy innovation at the intersection of mental illness, 
dangerousness, and firearms: The Gun Violence Restraining Order.”  Society for Advancement of 
Violence and Injury Research Annual Conference. September 19, 2017, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Guns, public health & mental illness: New approaches to 
reducing gun violence in Michigan through evidence-based policy,” Michigan Coalition to 
Prevent Gun Violence, September 18, 2017, Lansing, Michigan 

Plenary panelist at regional conference: “Fact v. fiction: The intersection of guns and mental illness.” 
Northstar Public Health Conference on Gun Violence, Minneapolis, MN, September 13, 2017. 

Invited lecture at international expert conference: “Mental illness and interpersonal violence: USA 
perspective on identification and prevention.” Stockholm, Sweden, August 22, 2017 

Keynote lecture at international conference: “Gun violence, mental illness, and policing: Balancing 
risk and rights for effective policy and practice.” CIT International Conference, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL, August 18, 2017. 

Keynote lecture at international conference: "Mental illness, gun violence, and the law:  USA public 
health perspective with lessons for other countries,” International Association of Forensic 
Mental Health Services, Split, Croatia, June13, 2017  
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Invited guest lecture: “Gun violence, mental illness, and the law: Balancing risk and rights for 
effective policy.” Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA, May 5, 2017  

National conference panel presentation: “Reducing access to firearms for individuals at risk for 
suicide - research, clinical, and policy perspectives.” American Association of Suicidology 50th 
Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ, April 27, 2017  

Invited guest lecture: “Gun violence, mental illness, and the law: Balancing risk and rights for 
effective policy.” Public Psychiatry Fellows Seminar, Columbia University Department of 
Psychiatry, New York, NY, April 6, 2017 

Keynote lecture, 2017 National Association of Social Workers-South Dakota Chapter Annual 
Conference: "Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: Balancing risk 
and rights for effective policy,” Sioux Falls, South Dakota, March 30, 2017 

Invited lecture: “Involuntary outpatient commitment: Understanding the controversy and the 
evidence for effectiveness.” 2017 National Association of Social Workers-South Dakota Chapter 
Annual Conference, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, March 30, 2017 

Invited lecture: “Involuntary outpatient commitment: the data and the controversy,” Clinical Update 
and Psychopharmacology Review, Southern Regional Area Health Education Center (SR-AHEC), 
Raleigh, NC, March 2, 2017 

Invited lecture: “Guns and mental illness.”  Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma, Columbia 
Journalism School. Midwestern Reporting Institute: Covering Gun Violence. Chicago Public 
Media, Chicago, February 10, 2017. 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Guns, public health & mental illness: New approaches to 
reducing gun violence in Nevada through evidence-based policy,” Women’s Grassroots Lobby 
Days Conference, Carson City, Nevada, March 19, 2017 

Presentation to the State of Connecticut Criminal Justice Policy Advisory Commission, 
“Implementation and outcomes of a preemptive risk-based gun removal law in Connecticut." 
Legislative Office Building, Hartford, CT, November 17, 2016.    

21th Annual Raymond W. Waggoner Lecture on Ethics & Values in Medicine: “Gun violence, mental 
illness, and the law.” University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, November 2, 2016 

Psychiatry grand rounds: “Involuntary outpatient commitment: When is it ethical and how can we 
tell?” University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, November 2, 2016 

National conference presentation: “Connecticut gun removal law reduces suicides.” American 
Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, Monday, October 31, 2016 

Keynote speech, US Psychiatric and Mental Health Congress: “Thinking carefully about gun violence, 
mental illness, and the law: Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” San Antonio, Texas, 
October 22, 2016 

Psychiatry grand rounds: “Involuntary outpatient commitment: When is it ethical and how can we 
tell?” Department of Psychiatry, Western Michigan University Homer Stryker, MD, School of 
Medicine, Kalamazoo, Michigan, October 19, 2016 

Special lecture, Program in Medical Ethics, Humanities, and Law: “Gun violence, mental illness, and 
the law.” Western Michigan University Homer Stryker, MD, School of Medicine, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, October 19, 2016 

Sherwood B. Winslow, MD, Distinguished Lecture: “Gun violence, mental illness, and the law.” Battle 
Creek Community Foundation, Battle Creek, Michigan, October 18, 2016. 

Psychiatry grand rounds: “Thinking carefully about gun violence, mental illness, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Silver Hill Hospital, New Canaan, CT, October 5, 
2016 
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Distinguished Scientist lecture: “Thinking carefully about gun violence, mental illness, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” University of Pittsburgh Department of 
Psychiatry, Pittsburgh, PA, September 30, 2016 

Regional professional meeting presentation: “Implementing psychiatric advance directives: Policy 
developments, research evidence, and clinical implications.” ACT Coalition Meeting, 
Greensboro, NC, September 22, 2016 

Regional conference keynote lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and 
the law: Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” 2016 National Association of Social 
Workers-Nebraska Chapter Annual Conference, Omaha, Nebraska, September 16, 2016 

Regional conference presentation: “Involuntary outpatient commitment: Understanding the 
controversy and the evidence for effectiveness.” 2016 National Association of Social Workers-
Nebraska Chapter Annual Conference, Omaha, Nebraska, September 16, 2016 

Regional conference presentation: “Implementing psychiatric advance directives: Policy 
developments, research evidence, and clinical implications.” 2016 National Association of Social 
Workers-Nebraska Chapter Annual Conference, Omaha, Nebraska, September 16, 2016 

Invited guest lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Douglas L. Lenkoski, MD, Lecture, Department of 
Psychiatry, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, July 29, 2016  

Psychiatry grand rounds: “Thinking carefully about gun violence, mental illness, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Akron General Hospital/ Northeast Ohio Medical 
School, Akron, OH, Jul 28, 2016  

Keynote speaker: “Preventing gun violence and suicide, preserving the right of self-defense:                                           
the search for common ground.” Virginia Bar Association Summer Meeting, Hot Springs, 
Virginia, July 22, 2016 

Invited panelist: RTI Policy Forum: “Violence and mental illness.” National Press Club, Washington, 
DC, May 26, 2016. 

 Invited featured lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Frontiers in Science Lecture, American Psychiatric 
Association Annual Convention, Georgia World Congress Center, Atlanta, May 14, 2016 

Invited speaker: “Thinking differently about risk-based gun removal laws.” Second Generation of 
Second Amendment Law and Policy Symposium, New York University Law School, New York, 
NY, April 8, 2016 

Invited guest lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Columbia University Public Psychiatry Seminar, 
New York, NY, April 7, 2016 

Invited featured plenary speaker: Ohio Psychiatric Physicians Association Annual Psychiatry 
Update: Innovations & Controversies 2016. Columbus, Ohio, March 13, 2016  

Invited guest lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” RWJF Scholars Seminar, University of Michigan 
School of Public Health, Thursday, March 10, 2016 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Guns, public health & mental illness: New approaches to 
reducing gun violence in Delaware through evidence-based policy,” Medical Society of 
Delaware, Newark, Delaware, March 7, 2016  

Invited panelist: “Gun Control: Past, Present and Future,” Duke University School of Law, Durham, 
NC, March 3, 2016.  
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Featured lecturer, 2016 Clinical Update and Psychopharmacology Review, Southern Regional Area 
Health Education Center: “Gun violence and mental illness: balancing risk and rights for 
effective policy.” Raleigh, NC, March 2, 2016  

The Paul Mendelsohn, M.D., Memorial Symposium Lecture in Psychiatry and the Law: “Thinking 
differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: Balancing risk and rights for effective 
policy.” Department of Psychiatry, Tufts School of Medicine and Tufts Medical Center, Boston, 
February 16, 2016  

Invited guest lecture: “Thinking differently about mental illness, gun violence, and the law: 
Balancing risk and rights for effective policy.” Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, 
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, February 1, 2016  

Invited speaker, US Capitol press conference on funding for gun violence research; with Sens. Ed 
Markey, D-Mass., Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., Chris Murphy, D-Conn., Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., 
Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Ben Cardin, D-Md.; Sen. January 20, 2016 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Guns, public health & mental illness: New approaches to 
reducing gun violence in New York through evidence-based policy,” John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice, New York City, November 19, 2015  

Invited featured speaker for public forum event: “Mental health, guns, and violence,” Sponsored by 
Departments of Criminology and Mental Health Law and Policy, with the Louis de la Parte 
Florida Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL, October 30, 2015 

Invited featured speaker at national conference: “Thinking carefully about involuntary outpatient 
commitment: On effectiveness, ethics, and exporting evidence,” Joint meeting of the Mental 
Health Ethics and Policy affinity group and the Law and Bioethics affinity group of the American 
Society for Bioethics and Humanities. ASBH’s 17th annual meeting, Houston, TX, October 23, 
2015 

Invited featured speaker for public event: “Rethinking gun violence and mental illness.” An Evening 
to Stop Gun Violence, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, Carnegie Institution, Washington, 
DC, October 19, 2015 

Invited public guest lecture: “Gun violence and mental illness: evidence? Solutions?” The Medical 
Center Hour: Medicine and Society in Conversation. University of Virginia Center for Biomedical 
Ethics & Humanities, University of Virginia School of Medicine, Charlottesville, VA, October 7, 
2015 

Invited endowed lecture: “Keeping guns from risky people while keeping faith with the second 
amendment,” The 16th P. Browning Hoffman Memorial Lecture in Law and Psychiatry, 
University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, Virginia, October 7, 2015 

Invited guest lecture: “Restricting Veterans’ access to firearms: An analysis of the VA’s policy and 
the Congressional response, Faculty Research Series, Frank Batten School of Leadership and 
Public Policy, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, October 8, 2015 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “New approaches to reducing gun violence in Minnesota,” 
McNamara Alumni Center, University of Minnesota, July 29, 2015.  

Invited international conference debate: “Do community treatment orders work or do they not? 
How can we decide?” [Debate with Professor Tom Burns, University of Oxford], Royal College of 
Psychiatrists Annual Convention, Birmingham, England, July 2, 2015 

Invited international guest lecture: “An American public health perspective on gun violence and 
mental illness.” University of Oxford Department of Psychiatry, Oxford, England, June 30, 2015 
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National conference workshop: “Do firearms restrictions prevent suicide and violence in people 
with serious mental illness?” American Psychiatric Association Annual Convention, Toronto, 
May 20, 2015 

National conference presentation:  “The VA’s fiduciary gun restriction standard: Is it effective? Is it 
fair? A conversation between evidence and policy.” 2nd Meeting of the Consortium for Risk-
Based Firearms Policy. Duke University, Durham, NC, May 4, 2015 

National conference presentation: “Connecticut’s  ‘risk warrant’ gun seizure law.” 2nd Meeting of 
the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy. Duke University, Durham, NC, May 4, 2015 

Keynote speaker for state annual conference: “Gun violence as a public health issue: What can 
clinicians do?” Washington State Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (WSCCAP) and the 
Washington State Psychological Association, March 21, 2015 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Reducing gun violence in New Mexico: Refocusing firearm 
policies away from mental illness and towards stronger indicators of risk of harm.” University 
of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, March 10, 2015 

Invited guest lecture: “Gun violence and mental health.” The Duke Forum for Law and Social Change 
Symposium: Mental Health and the Law. Duke University School of Law, February 20, 2015 

Invited panelist for web community dialogue: “After the shooting: Guns and mental health.” With 
Imam Abdulla Antepli, February 19, 2005 http://aftertheshooting.com/# 

Invited guest lecture: “Sociological reflections the study of gun violence and mental illness.” 
Department of Sociology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA, February 16, 2015  

Invited guest lecture: “A public health perspective on gun violence and mental illness.” Temple Law 
School, February 5, 2015 

Invited presentation to the Board of Directors, The Fund for a Safer Future: “Gun violence 
prevention research: Update and priorities.” Washington, DC, February 3, 2015 

National webinar: “Civil commitment laws and population health.” With Professors Paul 
Appelbaum, Richard Bonnie, and John Monahan. The Network for Public Health Law. January 
22, 2015 

Invited panelist for public forum event: “Guns, public health, & mental illness: New approaches to 
keeping guns from dangerous people.” A public forum hosted by the Educational Fund, 
Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, and the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearm Policy, 
Virginia State Capitol, Richmond, Monday January 12, 2015 

Invited lecture for public forum event: “New approaches to keeping guns from dangerous people.” A 
public forum hosted by the Illinois Council Against Handgun Violence, the Educational Fund to 
Stop Gun Violence, and the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearm Policy; Loyola Law School, 
Chicago, December 16, 2014. 

Invited guest seminar presentation: “Federal legislation to fix mental health care in America:  
Alternative visions in the Murphy Bill and Barber Bill.” Graduate Seminar in Mental Health 
Policy. Department of Health Care Policy and Management, UNC Chapel Hill, December 2, 2014. 

Conference symposium panel presentation: “Which came first, the evidence or the law? A look at 
critical opportunities in public health law.” American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, 
New Orleans, November 17, 2014. 

Invited ‘thought leader’ presentation: “Gun violence, mental illness, and the public's health.” 
Association of American Medical Colleges, Chicago, November 9, 2014. 

Invited lecture for public forum event: “From Virginia Tech to Azana Spa: New approaches to 
keeping guns from dangerous people.” A public forum hosted by the U.S. Attorney James 

http://aftertheshooting.com/
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Santelle; WAVE Educational Fund, Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, and the Consortium 
for Risk-Based Firearm Policy, Milwaukee, November 7, 2014. 

Invited presentation to criminal justice policy makers in Connecticut. “Research on Connecticut's 
'dangerous persons' gun seizure law.” Criminal Justice Policy Advisory Committee, Legislative 
Office Building, Hartford, CT, October 30, 2014. 

National conference symposium presentation. “Guns and mental illness: evidence, policy and law.” 
American Academy of Psychiatry and Law Annual Meeting, Chicago, October 26, 2014. 

Invited public lecture. “The truth about gun violence and mental illness: Balancing risk and rights 
for effective policy.” Covenant Village, Golden Valley, Minnesota, October 24, 2014. 

National conference symposium presentation. “Firearms laws, mental health and the law.” Public 
Health Law Conference, Network for Public Health Law and American Association of Law 
Medicine and Ethics. Atlanta, October 17, 2014. 

Invited professional education webinar: “Outpatient commitment as crisis-driven law: Evaluating 
policy options and effectiveness through the lens of gun violence.” Duke University Area Health 
Education Center (AHEC) Webinar. September 24, 2014 

Invited presentation at public forum event: “Reframing the link between mental illness and violence 
from a public health risk perspective.” Panel presenter for public forum event: “From Virginia 
Tech to Isla Vista: New Approaches to keeping guns from dangerous people.” A public forum 
hosted by the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy. Koret Auditorium, San Francisco 
Public Library, San Francisco, CA., July 10, 2014. 

Invited presentation at public forum event: “Reframing the link between mental illness and violence 
from a public health risk perspective.” Panel presenter for public forum event: “From Virginia 
Tech to Isla Vista: New approaches to keeping guns from dangerous people.” A public forum 
hosted by the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy. California Endowment, Los Angeles, 
CA, July 8, 2014. 

Invited guest webinar for psychiatry residents: “Public health perspectives on gun violence and 
mental illness: Balancing risk, rights, rhetoric, and research in federal and state policy 
solutions.”  Columbia University Public Psychiatry Seminar, May 8, 2014. 

US Senate staff briefing: “Consortium for risk-based firearms policy: Federal policy 
recommendations,” US Capitol, May 2, 2014. 

Keynote lecture at national conference. “Mental illness and violence:  A public dilemma.”  College of 
Psychiatric and Neurologic Pharmacists Annual Meeting, Phoenix, AZ, April 29, 2014. 

International conference lecture. “Delusions and violence,” Schizophrenia International Research 
Society, Florence, Italy, April 7, 2014. 

Invited professional conference symposium lecture:  “The truth about violence and mental illness.”  
Association of Health Care Journalists Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, March 29, 2014. 

Invited plenary international conference lecture: “Delusions, insights, and violence,” 21st 
Symposium on Issues and Controversies in Psychiatry.  Barcelona, Spain, March 14, 2014. 

Invited medical school grand rounds: “Impact of involuntary outpatient commitment law and 
psychiatric advance directives: Reexamining leveraged mental health treatment policy through 
the lens of public concern with gun violence.” Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences, University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM, February 25, 2014. 

Invited public lecture: “The truth about gun violence and mental illness,” Institute for the 
Development of Education and Advancement of Science (IDEAS) in Psychiatry, University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque and Santa Fe, February 25 and 26, 2014.  
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National conference lecture: “Mental illness, violence risk, and gun policy reforms: Evidence for 
new approaches.” Thematic symposium: “Guns and Violence: Psychological, Economic, Political 
and Public Policy Implications.” American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
meeting, Chicago, IL, February 16, 2014. 

Invited medical school grand rounds: “Impact of involuntary outpatient commitment law and 
psychiatric advance directives: Reexamining leveraged mental health treatment policy through 
the lens of public concern with gun violence.” Grand Rounds lecture, Sheppard Pratt Health 
System, Baltimore, MD, February 5, 2014. 

Briefing and discussion with national policymakers: “Evidence-based criteria for mental health 
prohibition and restoration of firearms rights: Federal policy recommendation from the 
Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy.” Congressional staff briefing and meetings with 
individual members of US Congress, Washington, DC, December 11, 2013. 

Invited presentation at public forum event: “Evidence-based criteria for mental health prohibition 
and restoration of firearms rights: Balancing risk and rights in state policy recommendations.” 
Public forum: “From Virginia Tech to the Navy Yard: New Approaches to Keeping Guns from 
Dangerous People,” hosted by the Consortium for Risk-Based Firearms Policy. University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, December 2, 2013. 

National seminar presentation: “Perspectives on Assisted Outpatient Treatment: From coercion to 
cure.” Presented at public event: Seminar on Assisted Outpatient Treatment, Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Rockville, MD, December 2, 2013. 

Keynote address at special public event: “Mental illness, violence, and mass shootings: On finding 
the haystack in a needle.” Public forum event introduced by retired US Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor,  cosponsored by the Center for Law, Science & Innovation at the Sandra 
Day O’Connor College of Law and the Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics at Arizona State 
University, and the Steele Foundation; Sandra Day O’Connor United States Courthouse, Phoenix, 
AZ, November 22, 2013. 

Keynote address at special public event: “Thinking differently about mental illness and gun 
violence: Balancing risk, rights, rhetoric, and research for more effective policies.” Mental 
Health and Gun Violence: A Community Conversation.  Public event co-sponsored by Wake 
Forest School of Medicine Translational Science Institute, Mental Health Association, Winston-
Salem, NC, November 14, 2013. 

Invited workshop presentation: “Thinking differently about mental illness, violence, and firearms 
safety.” Firearm Safety Workshop: Safer Homes, Safer Families, Safer Communities, and Saving 
Lives. Department of Psychiatry, University of Rochester Medical Center, Rochester, NY, 
November 13, 2013. 

National conference symposium panel presentation: “Mental illness, violence, and gun law reform: 
Bringing public health law research evidence to crisis-driven policy.” American Public Health 
Association Annual Convention, Boston, MA, November 5, 2013. 

National conference symposium panel presentation: “Thinking carefully about suicide, mental 
illness, and restricting access to firearms: the case of military veterans.” American Public Health 
Association Annual Convention, Boston, MA, November 4, 2013. 

Plenary lecture and panel discussion moderator, “Brain disorders, drugs, psychopathy, and 
violence: What are the links?”  Institute of Medicine of the National Academies Annual Meeting, 
Washington DC, October 21, 2013. 

Keynote address at regional conference: “Thinking carefully about gun violence and mental health: 
Balancing risk, rights, rhetoric, and research for more effective policies.” NAMI North Carolina 
29th Annual Conference, Raleigh, NC, October 4, 2013. 
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Plenary lecture at regional conference: “Gun violence, mental illness and the law: Thinking carefully 
about policy reforms.” North Carolina Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, Asheville, NC, 
September 20, 2013. 

Invited symposium presentation: “Mental illness and gun violence: stigma busters, insurrectionists, 
and other strange bedfellows.” American Sociological Association, New York, NY, August 11, 
2013. 

Briefing and discussion with national policymakers: “Evidence-based policy to reduce firearms 
injury: reframing the role of mental illness and risk.” Meeting at the Office of the Vice President; 
Congressional Staff Briefing, Washington, DC, Jun 27, 2013.  

International conference plenary lecture: “Violence and delusions.” Featured plenary lecture, 
International Symposium on Controversies in Psychiatry, Cancun, Mexico, June 7, 2013. 

Invited public lecture: “Mental illness, guns & violence,” Stanford Law School, Stanford, CA, May 23, 
2013. 

Expert conference presentation: “Gun violence, mental illness and firearms laws: An uneasy (and 
unfinished) dialogue between evidence and policy.” American College of Epidemiology Policy 
Case Studies Series: “Translating Evidence into Policy.” Washington University, St. Louis, MO, 
April 29, 2013. 

Invited debate at Goucher College: “Reform vs. rights: Gun violence in America.” President’s Forum 
Presentation, Goucher College, Baltimore, April 15, 2013. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Violence, mental illness and firearms laws: Research evidence and 
challenges for policy.” Janus Forum Lecture Series and Panel Discussion: “Guns in America: 
mental health,” Brown University, Providence, RI, April 9, 2013. 

National webinar lecture: “Evidence to inform state policies on firearms and mental illness.” 
Presentation to National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors, Forensic 
Division, March 28, 2013. 

Presentation to national expert conference: “Mental health records and the gun background check 
system: Some principles for reform.” Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Baltimore, MD, March 21, 2013. 

National conference plenary panel presentation and discussion participant: “After Sandy Hook: 
Listening session on mental health and gun violence.” National Institute of Mental Health 
Outreach Partners Annual Conference, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, March 12, 
2013. 

Invited presentation at special meeting: Presentation to the leadership of The Brady 
Campaign/Center to Prevent Gun Violence: “How to talk about mental health in public advocacy 
messaging on gun violence and policy reform,” Brady Center, New York City, February 21, 2013. 

National conference presentation: “Critical opportunities in public health law: Gun policy reform.” 
Public Health Law Research National Conference, New Orleans, January 18, 2013. 

National policy summit presentation: “Preventing gun violence involving persons with serious 
mental illness,” Summit on Reducing Gun Violence in America: Informing Policy with Evidence 
and Analysis, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, January 14-15, 
2013. 

National conference symposium: Organizer and moderator for “Guns, mental illness, and violence: 
A conversation at the intersection of law, policymaking, and research”; presenter for “Do 
firearms restrictions prevent violence in people with mental illness? New research evidence,” 
American Public Health Association annual convention, San Francisco, Monday, October 29, 
2012. 
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National conference lecture: “Firearms laws, mental illness, and violence: New research findings, 
challenges for law and policy,” Public Health Law Conference, Atlanta, October 12, 2012.  

Conference workshop: “Gun violence, mental illness, and firearms laws: Background and research 
findings,” American Psychiatric Association Institute on Psychiatric Services, New York, NY, 
October 7, 2012. 

National meeting symposium presentation: “Unpacking the controversy over Assisted Outpatient 
Treatment: Alternative intellectual frames and stakeholder perspectives,” American Psychiatric 
Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, May 8, 2012. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Perception and risk of violence among people with mental illness: 
Implications for firearms laws and policies,” Dartmouth Psychiatric Research Center, May 4, 
2012. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Risk of violence among people with severe mental illness: 
Implications for public policy.” Center for Injury Research and Policy, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, April 9, 2012. 

Invited public forum lecture: “Gun violence, mental illness, and firearms laws: Background and 
overview of the problem.” Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy. University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, November 30, 2011. 

National award lecture:  “Understanding psychiatric advance directives: Carl Taube Award Lecture 
2011.” American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., November 1, 
2011. 

Invited special presentation: “Gun violence, mental illness, and firearms laws: Research evidence 
and some questions for science, policy, and practice.” Keynote presentation to the joint meeting 
of the American Psychiatric Association’s Council on Law and Psychiatry and Committee on 
Judicial Action. Arlington, VA, September 9, 2011 

International conference presentation: “Costs of criminal justice involvement among persons with 
serious mental illness in Connecticut.” Tenth Workshop on Costs and Assessment in Psychiatry: 
Mental Health Policy and Economics. Scuola Grande di San Giovanni Evangelista, Venice, Italy. 
March 26, 2011. 

Invited univeristy guest lecture:  “Violence, mental illness, and gun control.” UNC Gillings School of 
Global Public Health, Program on Health Outcomes, Pfizer Seminar Series: University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, February 25, 2011. 

National conference invited discussant: “Comments on Frank and McGuire, Mental health treatment 
and criminal justice outcomes.” National Bureau of Economics Research Conference on 
Economic Approaches to Crime Control, Berkeley, CA, January 16, 2010. 

International keynote lecture (opening plenary session): “Do community treatment orders work?” 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, Faculty of Forensic Psychiatry Annual Meeting, Barcelona, Spain, 
February, 4, 2009. 

Invited university guest lecture:  “Perspectives on violence and severe mental illness: New evidence 
from the NIMH CATIE study.” Institute for Health, Health Care Policy, & Aging Research, Rutgers 
University, New Brunswick, NJ , April 30, 2009.   

Symposium panelist:  “Is the implementation of Kendra's Law racially biased?” 32nd International 
Congress on Law & Mental Health, NYU Law School, New York City, June 30, 2009.   

International special meeting lecture: “Psychiatric advance directives and leveraged community 
treatment: How they interact.” International Meeting of the MacArthur Research Network on 
Mandated Community Treatment: Rockefeller Study Center, Bellagio, Italy, October 15, 2009.   
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Keynote lecture: “Understanding psychiatric advance directives.” Conference on Virginia’s Health 
Care Decisions Act.” Richmond, November 5, 2009. 

Symposium panelist: World Psychiatric Association Convention, Melbourne, Australia, November 
28, 2007. “New developments in mental health law in the US:  Psychiatric advance directives 
and outpatient commitment.” 

Invited medical school grand rounds: “Violence and schizophrenia: New evidence from the NIMH 
CATIE study.” Columbia University Department of Psychiatry and New York State Psychiatric 
Institute, July 18, 2007.  

Symposium panelist: “Psychiatric advance directives: Do they reduce coercion?”  30th International 
Congress on Law and Mental Health, Padua, Italy, June 26, 2007. 

Keynote speaker: “Empowering consumers: Psychiatric advance directives and other reforms.” 
Mental Health and the Law Symposium: Civil Commitment Reform in Virginia, Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Presented by the Institute of Law, Psychiatry, and Public Policy, University of Virginia.  
Jointly sponsored by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental 
Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, the Office of Continuing Medical Education of the 
University of Virginia School of Medicine, and the Office of the Attorney General of Virginia, 
March 16, 2007. 

Invited university guest lecture:  “Psychiatric Advance Directives in the United States: New research 
and clinical implications.”  Stony Brook University School of Medicine. Lecture sponsored 
jointly by the Program in Medicine and Society, Department of Preventive Medicine, and the 
Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences and the Stony Brook Medical School. October 
31, 2006. 

Keynote speaker: “Psychiatric Advance Directives in the United States:  New developments and 
research evidence.” Annual Joint meeting of the American Psychiatric Association’s Council on 
Psychiatry and Law and Committee on Judicial Action, Washington, D.C., September 16, 2006.   

National expert panel presentation: “Effectiveness of outpatient commitment.” Present to the New 
Mexico Behavioral Health Collaborative, public hearing on proposed Kendra’s Law, 
Albuquerque, NM, August 31, 2006.  

Invited medical school grand rounds lecture: “Psychiatric advance directives in the United States: 
New research and clinical Implications.” Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, April 25, 2006.  

International invited university lecture: “Outpatient commitment and treatment effectiveness:  
Research issues and methods.” Department of Forensic Mental Health Sciences, Institute of 
Psychiatry at the Maudsley, Kings College London, UK, November 4, 2005.   

International invited university lecture: “Violence and psychiatric disorder:  Understanding risk and 
treatment effectiveness.” Department of Forensic Mental Health Sciences, Institute of Psychiatry 
at the Maudsley, Kings College London, UK, November 4, 2005. 

International invited public lecture: “Outpatient commitment:  on effectiveness, ethics, and 
exporting evidence.” Great Hall, University of London, Strand Campus, London, UK. Sponsored 
by the Institute of Psychiatry, Kings College London, October 31, 2005. 

International invited university lecture: “Psychiatric advance directives:  Research, clinical and 
policy issues.” Department of Forensic Mental Health Sciences, Institute of Psychiatry at the 
Maudsley, Kings College London, UK, October 28, 2005.   

Invited university guest lecture: “Implementing psychiatric advance directives:  Research and 
policy issues.” Department of Psychiatry, University of California at San Francisco Medical 
Center.  October 21, 2005.  
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Invited university guest lecture: “Violence risk, psychiatric disorder, and community treatment 
effectiveness.”  Psychiatric Research Center, Department of Psychiatry, Dartmouth Medical 
School, September 23, 2005.  

Invited guest lecture: “Psychiatric advance directives:  Ethical, legal, and clinical issues.” UNC-Duke 
Faculty Bioethics Seminar.  September 9, 2005. 

National conference presentation: “Facilitated psychiatric advance directives:  Completion 
outcomes, structure and content.  Presentation for paper session,” NIMH Mental Health Services 
Research Conference, Bethesda, Maryland, July 18, 2005.  

National conference presentation: “Psychiatric advance directives in the U.S.: Prevalence, latent 
demand, and correlates.”  Symposium panel, Psychiatric Advance Directives: Key issues and 
clinical challenges.  Annual meeting of the American Psychiatric Association, Atlanta, May 25, 
2005. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Understanding violence risk and intervention effectiveness in 
persons with severe mental illness:  The role of leveraged community treatment and psychiatric 
advance directives.” Health Law and Policy Institute, University of Houston Law Center, 
Thursday, April 14, 2005.   

Invited university guest lecture: “Implementing psychiatric advance directives:  Institutional policy 
issues.”  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Hospitals Ethics Committee.  April 7, 2005. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Understanding psychiatric advance directives.” Center for Mental 
Health Policy and Services Research (CMHPSR), Department of Psychiatry, University of 
Pennsylvania Medical Center, March 1, 2005.  

National conference symposium panel: “New research on psychiatric advance directives in the U.S.”  
Symposium: “Taking charge of future treatment:  Collaboration or confrontation.” Annual 
meeting of the American Psychiatric Association-Institute on Psychiatric Services, Atlanta, 
October 6, 2004. 

National conference symposium panel: “Mental health consumers’ attitudes toward the use of legal 
and other leverage in community treatment:  Perceived fairness and effectiveness.”  Annual 
meeting of the American Psychiatric Association, New York, May 4, 2004. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Understanding violence risk in persons with severe mental illness:  
Clinical factors, the social environment, and treatment effectiveness.”  University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, Center for Mental Health Services Research, February 20, 2002.   

Invited medical school grand rounds: “Understanding violence risk in persons with psychiatric 
disorder.” Psychiatry Grand Rounds, James H. Quillen College of Medicine, East Tennessee 
State University, Johnson City, TN, February 16, 2001. 

National conference lecture: “Controversy surrounding involuntary outpatient commitment:  
Perspectives of different stakeholders.” Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, New 
Orleans, March 10, 2000. 

International conference lecture: “Can involuntary commitment reduce violent behavior in persons 
with severe mental illness?”  XIV International Congress on Law and Mental Health, Toronto, 
June 15, 1999. 

National conference lecture: “Violence and severe mental illness: The effects of substance abuse and 
nonadherence to medications.”  National Institute of Mental Health Conference on Improving 
the Condition of People with Mental Illness: Role of Services Research.  Washington, D.C., 
September 4, 1997. 

International conference lecture: “Psychiatric impairment and violent behavior:  a curvilinear 
relationship?”  International Symposium on Mental Disorder and Violence: Results of 
Epidemiological Studies in the Era of Deinstitutionalization.  Leipzig, Germany, June 27, 1997. 
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Invited university guest lecture: “Doing all they can: Physicians as social actors in end-of-life 
treatment decisions.”  Ethics in Public Policy Seminar, University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, November 22, 1996. 

National conference lecture: “Characteristics of violent events among persons with severe mental 
disorder.”  Meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society, Hilton Head, S.C., February 29, 
1996. 

National conference lecture: “Violent behavior and severe mental disorder: Evaluating the 
evidence.”  Annual meeting of the American Psychiatric Association, Miami, May 25, 1995. 

National conference lecture: “Severe mental disorder and violent behavior: Clinical and community 
sample comparisons.”  Annual Meeting of National Institute of Mental Health Services Research 
Centers, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, March 3, 1995. 

National conference lecture: “Severe mental disorder, violent behavior, and the law: Research 
program of the UNC-CH/Duke Program on Services Research for Persons with Severe Mental 
Disorder.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Washington, D.C., November 3, 1994. 

International conference lecture: “Psychotic symptoms and violent behavior in the community.”  
Presented at XXth International Congress on Law and Mental Health, Montreal, June 18, 1994. 

Invited university guest lecture: “Doing all they can: Denial of medical futility by physicians treating 
terminally ill patients.” Medical Humanities Spring Speaker Program, Department of 
Community Health and Family Medicine, University of Florida College of Medicine, Gainesville, 
April 11, 1994. 

Invited select meeting presentation: “The Duke Mental Health Study: Effectiveness of involuntary 
outpatient commitment.” Presented at:  Developments in Research on Mental Health and the 
Law, Meeting of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research Network on 
Mental Health and the Law, Key West, Florida, January 28, 1993. 

Invited national workshop presentation: “From magnitude to meaning: Response to Edward 
Mulvey on the evidence for a link between mental illness and violence.” Presented at the NIMH 
Workshop on Interventions with Violent Mentally Ill Persons in the Community.  Sponsored by 
the Violence and Traumatic Stress Branch of the National Institute of Mental Health. 
Washington, D.C., January 14, 1993. 

National conference lecture: “An epidemiological approach to understanding violence and mental 
disorder.”  Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association, 
Washington, D.C., November 10, 1992. 

National conference lecture: “Substance abuse and psychological distress among adolescents in 
school along the U.S.-Mexico border.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American 
Public Health Association, Chicago, October 24, 1989. 

Presentation at regional workshop: “Utilization of state mental hospitals by Hispanics in Texas.”  
Presented at the NIMH Regional Workshop on Minority Mental Health Services Research, 
Austin, June 15, 1989. 

International conference presentation: “Psychological distress and substance use among 
adolescents in school in the lower Rio Grande Valley:  A bi-national school survey.”  Presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Border Health Association, Chihuahua, Mexico, June 7, 
1988. 

National conference presentation: “Violent behavior and psychiatric disorder in the community:  
Evidence from the Epidemiologic Catchment Area Surveys.” Presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Psychiatry Section, Las Vegas, February 16, 
1989. 



Jeffrey Swanson                                                                                                                            16 

National conference presentation: “The social environment and mortality related to psychiatric 
disorder:  Urbanization, poverty, and ethnicity.”  Presented at the Human Ecology Forum:  The 
Ecology of Substance Abuse--Toward Primary Prevention Among High Risk Youth.  Howard 
University, Washington, D. C., October 26, 1987. 

 
Editorial Boards and Peer Review Service 

Associate Editor: Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research 
(2007-2010) 

Guest editor: Behavioral Sciences and the Law: Special Issue on Guns and Mental Illness (2014-
2015) 

Peer Reviewer  
JAMA 
The Lancet 
JAMA Archives of Psychiatry 
American Journal of Psychiatry 
Psychiatric Services 
Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica 
Schizophrenia Bulletin 
American Sociological Review 
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
Criminal Behavior and Mental Health 
Behavioral Sciences and the Law 
Health Services Research 
Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research 
Social Science & Medicine 
Social Psychiatry & Psychiatric Epidemiology 

Organizations and Participation 

Membership in Professional Organizations 
American Sociological Association (Medical Sociology and Mental Health Sections) 
American Public Health Association (Mental Health Section) 

Grant Reviewer 
National Institute of Mental Health, special emphasis panel primary reviewer 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Program on Public Health Law Research 
Wellcome Foundation Trust (UK) 
National Institute for Health Research Programme Grants (UK)  
Department of Veterans Affairs, Epidemiologic Research & Information Center 

Conference Abstract Reviewer 
American Psychology & Law Society  

Other professional activity 
Co-founder and Executive Committee Member, National Resource Center on Psychiatric 
Advance Directives (www.nrc-pad.org) 

Teaching responsibilities 
1993-present  

 Duke University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences  
 Associate Program Director, UNC-CH • Duke National Institute of Mental Health 

(NIMH) Postdoctoral Training Program in Mental Health Services and Systems 
Research  

http://www.nrc-pad.org/
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 Seminar co-director, Mental Health Services and Systems Research (Duke and UNC 
postdoctoral fellows) 

 Regular contributing faculty member, Seminar in Social Psychiatry (Duke psychiatry 
residents) 

 Primary mentor for 2 NIMH-funded postdoctoral fellows 
 Dissertation committee member for masters and doctoral students (Sanford School 

of Public Policy and UNC-CH Department of Health Care Policy); ad hoc research 
mentoring for residents in psychiatry  

Past teaching experience 
1981-1982  

 Yale University, Department of Sociology 
 Teaching fellow, Introduction to Sociology 
 Teaching fellow, Sociology of the Family  

1985-1991 
 University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 

Sciences 
 Lecturer/seminar leader, psychiatry residency training program:  

 Motivational Theories (Co-instructor) 
 Psychiatry and Religion 
 Epidemiology of Substance Abuse (State program for impaired physicians) 
 Methods of Research 

 Preceptor, 4th year medical student research projects 
 Research advisor, psychiatry residents 

1989-1991  
 UTMB, Institute for the Medical Humanities 

 Seminar on Aging and the Humanities (co-instructor) 
 Doctoral dissertation committee member (3 completed PhDs) 

1987-1989  
 University of Texas Health Sciences Center at Houston, School of Public Health 

 Doctoral dissertation committee member 
 
External support (grants and contracts, principal or co-investigator): 

 

Active support 

Postdoctoral Research Training in Mental Health Services and Systems (1-T32-MH19117-15). 
National Institute of Mental Health NSRA training grant (Domino, Director; Swanson, Associate 
Training Director   

1990-2017, $187,797 (current annual award)  

This award provides support for a two-year intensive training program for postdoctoral fellows in 
mental health and substance abuse services and systems research.  

 

Veterans’ mental health and reducing risk of violence and suicide.  

VISN 6 Mental Illness Research Education and Clinical Center (MIRECC), Durham Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center (IPA - Swanson) 

12/01/16-11/30/18; $137,240  

This mobility assignment facilitates the involvement of Dr. Jeffrey Swanson with the VISN 6 MIRECC 
to develop collaborative research focused on post-deployment Veterans’ mental health, which is 
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intended specifically to inform and develop more effective ways to reduce risk of violence and 
dangerous behavior in Veterans with mental illness and to prevent suicide in Veterans.  

 

Implementation and effectiveness of firearms laws 

Elizabeth K. Dollard Charitable Trust (Swanson, PI)      

02/01/14-01/31/19; $635,000 

This project builds evidence for the effectiveness of policies and laws to prevent gun violence at the 
intersection of mental health services and criminal justice systems. 

 

Feasibility study for testing the effects of extended-release naltrexone (Vivitrol) on recidivism and 
other participant outcomes in drug court settings   

Laura and John Arnold Foundation (Robertson, PI) 

07/20/16-3/31/19, $308,651 

The purpose is to conduct a feasibility study to pilot test the use of Vivitrol in drug courts, testing 
the extent to which it can improve drug court outcomes by reducing relapse and recidivism, and 
thereby improving public safety. 

 

Implementation and Effectiveness of Risk-Based Firearm Removal Laws in Connecticut and Indiana 

New Venture Fund – Fund for a Safer Future (Swanson, PI)   

06/01/14-05/31/18, $268,374 

The project will inform the development and implementation of specific gun violence prevention 
policies by conducting a comparative analysis of the characteristics and outcomes of all gun 
seizures carried out under Connecticut's and Indiana's laws, from 1999-2013 and 2006-2012, 
respectively. 

 

Evaluation of the Assisted Outpatient Treatment Grant Program for Individuals with Serious Mental 
Illness 

RTI/DHHS (Swartz, PI) 

9/30/16-09/29/20, $67,881 

The task order proposal to ASPE proposes to evaluate the impact of assisted outpatient treatment 
(AOT) across eight sites via an implementation and outcome evaluation. 

 

Recent past support 

1) Firearms Laws, Mental Disorder, and Violence. National Science Foundation and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation Public Health Law Research Program ($300,000; 2011-2017 [NCE]; 
J. Swanson, PI) 

2) Implementation and Effectiveness of ‘Dangerous Persons’ Gun-Seizure Laws. Jointly funded by 
New Venture Fund, Fund for a Safer Future, and the Elizabeth K. Dollard Trust ($300,000; 2014-
2016; J. Swanson, PI) 

3) Implementing Facilitated Psychiatric Advance Directives with Peer Specialists on Assertive 
Community Treatment Teams. US Department of Education, National Institute on Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research ($591,000; 2012-2015; J. Swanson, PI)  

4) Veterans’ mental health and reducing risk of violence and suicide. VISN 6 Mental Illness 
Research Education and Clinical Center (MIRECC) Durham Veterans Affairs Medical Center  
558/05; J. Swanson, PI; 2013-2016 
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5) Methods Core. RWJF National Program on Public Health Law Research. Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation through Temple University ($227,961; 2011-2014; J. Swanson, PI) 

6) Preventing firearms violence and suicide among adults with serious mental illness: Bringing 
epidemiological evidence to public policy reform. Brain and Behavior Foundation, NARSAD 
Distinguished Investigator Award ($100,000; 2013-2014; J. Swanson, PI) 

7) Estimating the Effect and Cost Impact of Medication Compliance and Outpatient Services on 
Criminal Justice Outcomes for Persons with Serious Mental Illness. Stanley Medical Research 
Institute ($75,000; 2011-2012; J. Swanson, PI). 

8) Firearms Laws, Mental Disorder, and Violence. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation through 
Temple University ($160,000; 2011-2012; J. Swanson, PI) 

9) Improving Money Management Skills for Veterans with Psychiatric Disabilities. US Department 
of Education through UNC-Chapel Hill ($350,257; 2010-2013; J. Swanson, PI). 

10) Quantifying Costs and Benefits of Outpatient Commitment and Psychiatric Advance Directives. 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation through UVA-Charlottesville ($251,812; 2008-
2011; J. Swanson, PI). 

11) Implementation of mental health advance directives in Virginia. John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation through UVA-Charlottesville, Supplement to contract from RWJF on VA 
HCDA 2009 ($38,514; 2010-2011; J. Swanson, PI). 

12) Virginia’s Health Care Act 2009: Implementation and potential impact on population mental 
health, coercion and public safety.  Robert s Johnson Foundation through UVA-Charlottesville 
($49,032; 2010; C. Wilder, PI). 

13) Assessing the Effectiveness of Assisted Outpatient Treatment in New York.  John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mandated Community Treatment, 
Supplement to evaluation contract from the New York State Office of Mental Health ($318,093, 
2006-2010; M. Swartz and J. Swanson, Co-PIs). 

14) Costs of Criminal Justice Involvement among Persons with Severe Mental Illness in Connecticut. 
Eli Lilly & Co.  ($485,000; 2007-2010; J. Swanson, PI).  

15) Improving Representative Payeeship for People with Psychiatric Disabilities and Their Families. 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill from NIDRR ($417,437; 2007-2010; J. Swanson, PI). 

16) Costs Associated with Outpatient Treatment for Persons with SMI in NC. Stanley Medical 
Research Institute ($74,730; 2008-2010; J. Swanson, PI). 

17) Violence Risk Management and Psychiatric Treatment (K02-MH67864). National Institute of 
Mental Health, Independent Research Scientist Career Award ($889,374; 2004-2009; J. 
Swanson, PI). 

18) Antipsychotic Treatment Effects on Reducing Violence in Schizophrenia. Eli Lilly &Co. ($62,500; 
2009-2011; J. Swanson, PI). 

19) Sustaining the National Resource Center on Psychiatric Advance Directives. John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation ($50,000; 2010; M. Swartz, PI). 

20) Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) Evaluation Services. John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation through UVA-Charlottesville ($318,093; 2006-2010; M. Swartz and J. Swanson, Co-
PIs) 

21) Evaluating Kendra’s Law - Assisted Outpatient Treatment in New York.  Contract from the New 
York State Office of Mental Health ($648,876, 2006-2009; M. Swartz and J. Swanson, Co-PIs). 

22) Effectively Implementing Psychiatric Advance Directives (5R01MH063949). National Institute 
of Mental Health grant ($1,978,000; 2002-2006 with no-cost extension through 2007; J. 
Swanson, PI). 
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23) Stability and Long-term Outcomes of Psychiatric Advance Directives. John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Mandated Community Treatment; subcontract 
from the University of Virginia Law School.  ($374,619; 2007-2009; J. Swanson, subcontract PI). 

24) Building a Virtual Resource Center for Psychiatric Advance Directives and Self-Directed Care:  
The National Resource Center on Psychiatric Advance Directives. John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation grant ($450,000, 2005-2008; M. Swartz, PI). 

25) Psychiatric Advance Directives for improved health care. Department of Veterans Affairs grant 
($884,077; 2003-2007; M. Butterfield, PI). 

Other past support (chronological) 

26) Mental health needs assessment for Texas: Application of ECA data.  Subcontract with Texas 
Department of Mental Health and Retardation, state planning grant from NIMH ($10,000; 1987; 
C. Holzer, PI). 

27) Psychiatric disorder among Vietnamese immigrants in Texas: A diagnostic survey of 100 
households in Harris and Galveston counties.  NIMH contract: Refugee Assistance Program-
Mental Health; subcontract, Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation 
($20,000; 1987; C. Holzer, PI). 

28) Identifying the young chronically mentally ill population with substance abuse problems: 
Application of ECA core database.  NIMH contract ($1,500; 1988; J. Swanson, PI). 

29) Substance abuse and psychological distress among high-risk youth in the Rio Grande Valley:  A 
binational school survey.  University of Texas Medical Branch faculty seed grant ($11,000; 
1987-1989; J. Swanson, PI). 

30) Hispanic Americans and the mental health service system in Texas.  Constituent project of the 
Center for Cross-Cultural Research (F. Trevino, Director).  NIMH Center grant ($40,000; 1988-
1990; J. Swanson, project PI). 

31) Psychiatric disorder in families:  Multi-ethnic comparisons. Constituent project of Center for 
Cross- Cultural Research (F. Trevino, Director).  NIMH Center grant ($300,000; 1988-1991; C. 
Holzer, project PI). 

32) Mental health services in state correctional facilities. NIMH contract ($12,000; 1991-1992; J. 
Morrissey PI). 

33) Violent behavior, mental disorder, and substance abuse in the Epidemiologic Catchment Area 
(ECA) data.  Consulting contract with the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Research Network on Mental Health and the Law ($2,900; 1991-1993; J. Swanson, PI). 

34) The effectiveness of involuntary outpatient commitment. NIMH grant ($1,859,000; 1992-1997; 
M. Swartz, PI). 

35) North Carolina Program on Services Research for People with Severe Mental Disorders. NIMH 
Center grant ($3,663,246; 1993-1998; J. Morrissey, PI).   

36) Violent behavior, severe mental disorder, and involuntary outpatient commitment. Constituent 
project of the North Carolina Program on Services Research for People with Severe Mental 
Disorders. NIMH Center grant (see # 10 above; 1993-1998; J. Swanson, project PI). 

37) Violence among people with severe mental disorders:  Comparative evidence from ECA and 
Clinical Samples.  Constituent project of the North Carolina Program on Services Research for 
People with Severe Mental Disorders. NIMH Center grant (see #10 above; 1993-1998; J. 
Swanson, project PI). 

38) Evaluation of New York involuntary outpatient commitment program.  Contract with State of 
New York Department of Mental Health (H. Steadman, PI)—Subcontract to Duke ($227,000; 
1995-1997; M. Swartz, PI). 
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39) Assessing HIV/AIDS and associated health risks in people with severe mental illness. 
Cooperative study,    Duke University Medical Center, New Hampshire/Dartmouth Psychiatric 
Research Center, Johns Hopkins/University of Maryland, and Connecticut Dept. of Mental 
Health & Addiction Serices/University of Connecticut.  NIMH supplement to ongoing grants at 
these sites ($179,000; 1996-1998; M. Swartz, PI). 

40) Medication compliance, substance abuse comorbidity, and violent behavior:  Direct and indirect 
effectiveness of atypical antipsychotic therapies for persons with severe and persistent mental 
illness in  community-based treatment.  Duke/Sandoz Research Program ($12,500; 1997-1999; 
J. Swanson, PI). 

41) HIV/AIDS treatment adherence, health outcomes and cost. Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration grant ($3,750,000; 1998-2003; K. Whetten-Goldstein, PI). 

42) Illicit drug use, clinical characteristics, and treatment outcomes in schizophrenia. Stanley 
Foundation Research Award ($150,000; 1998-2000; M. Swartz & J. Swanson, Co-PIs). 

43) Formats for assessing HIV risk in severely mentally ill people. National Institute of Mental 
Health grant to Dartmouth Medical School (G.Wolford, PI)—subcontract to Duke ($34,375; 
1999-2000; M. Swartz, PI; 5% FTE). 
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