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Fall 2017 Syllabus

EPID 890, Perspectives in Epidemiology and Public Health

Fall 2017

1 credit hour

Every other Tuesday, beginning August 22, 2:00-3:50pm

101 Rosenau

Instructors: Jim Thomas (jim.thomas@unc.edu), Alex Keil (akeil@unc.edu)

Teaching assistant: Adrien Wilkie (awilkie@email.unc.edu)

Course objectives

This course is designed to help introduce first-year MSPH/PhD students to the graduate program in the
Department of Epidemiology. Course activities will complement your experiences with other coursework and
research. The class should also assist you in refining your vision of the field of epidemiology and clarifying what
you want to do in your career as an epidemiologist. Being in class with other first year MSPH/PhD students
should help you negotiate the world of doctoral training. The fall semester of this course focuses on
epidemiology as an academic field within public health, the UNC program, and the role of epidemiology in
society. The second semester focuses on developing an MSPH paper topic. The instruction style is
participatory, in contrast to a lecture style. The instructors have chosen general areas for study and discussion
and a few readings to get you started; students will identify additional readings and specific issues for
discussion.

Course communications

will post course information, readings, reflections, comments, and questions on the course Sakai web site
(https://sakai.unc.edu). If you have questions or concerns that you would like to discuss one-on-one, please
contact Jim or Adrien by email to set up a time to meet. Jim’s office is off campus, in Meadowmont. In
arranging a meeting with Jim, you will either need to go to Meadowmont (where parking is easy) or find a time
immediately before or after the class when Jim is at the SPH. Valerie Hudock of Student Services will also be in
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the classroom to hear concerns and share information.

 

Readings

At the end of each session we will review the topic and goals for the next session. The faculty may assign one
or more readings; additionally they will provide suggestions for identifying additional relevant articles, books, or
other resources. Students, working independently or together, will read on the topic, form opinions, post any
comments on Sakai, and discuss their questions and opinions in the next session. Students who want to
recommend readings to the whole class will post them on Sakai one week before the topic is to be discussed.
The discussion board on Sakai will be used to follow up on discussions.

 

Interviews

To understand the paths that others have followed, students in the course will interview two people who work in
epidemiology. These may be advanced graduate students, postdoctoral scholars, faculty members, or people
working in government, industry or nonprofit organizations. Students will decide the topics to be covered in the
interviews, who to interview, and how to present the results in class. They will present a brief (approximately 4-5
minute) report on their first interview at the October 17 session and a similar report on the second interview on
November 28.

 

Grading

Grades will be assigned based on adequacy of participation in the classroom and online discussions; and the
presentation of interviews with epidemiologists.

 

Class sessions

Class Date Topic Reading

1 Aug 22 Introductions

 

None

 

2 Sep 5 Science and Public Health: Where does
epidemiology fit in?

 

Rothman & Poole, 1985

Savitz, 1999

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3976958
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Savitz+1999+%E2%80%93+Reassessing+the+role+of+epidemiology+in+public+health
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Levins, 2008

3 Sep 19 Epidemiology professions: What are the
options?

 

Panel to be identified by TA

4 Oct 3 Epidemiology at UNC: Where have we
been, where are we going?

Degree roadmap and milestones

Dreaming of a Time (excerpts)

5 Oct 17 1st interview report

 

 

None

6 Oct 31 Pursuing social justice and career

 

 

TBN

7 Nov 14 Online epidemiology resources

Complexity and epidemiology

 

Diez Roux, 2011

Pearce, 2006

8 Nov 28 MSPH paper topics

2nd interview report

 

None

 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=levins+2008+one+foot+in
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3154209/
http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/content/35/3/515.long



