
Networking



Introductions

 Name, degree/discipline

 Describe your current situation (where 
you are, what you’re    working on)

 What you’re hoping to get out of the 
workshop.

 What goals you have been 
considering

 Something unique about you



Agenda

 Networking Basics

 Networking Tools

 Who’s in your network?

 Building and maintaining your network



Networking Basics

What it is:

 “Deliberate process of 

exchanging information, 

resources, support, and 

access in such a way as 

to create mutually 

beneficial relationships for 

personal and professional 

success.” – from Make 

Your Contacts Count by 

Baber and Waymon

What it isn’t:

 Asking for a job or 

internship

 One-way relationship

 Only for extroverts

 Manipulative



Benefits of Networking

 Access the “hidden” job market

 Understand career path/real job 

requirements

 Find a mentor

 Build experience and confidence



Anyone can network!

What do you bring?

 Motivations

 Values

 Interests

 Skills

 Strengths

 Education

 Prior Experience



Networking Tips

 Do your homework: Research BEFORE

 Set goals, Write your agenda

 Think about first impressions

 Introduce yourself

 Prepare conversation starters

 Keep it short: 5-8 min per conversation

 Ask for business card

 Follow up, thank you notes

 Offer and look for ways to help



 Mention your name and education

 Give a summary of your education and 

experience

 Consider your accomplishments

 Connect your past experience and 

 academic work or proposed graduate 

work to the future

 Ask a question

Elevator Pitch

Where you have been

Where you are now

Where you are going



PRACTICE YOUR ELEVATOR 

PITCH

Activity



Growing your network…

Informational Interviews

 Ask someone to talk with you about 

their career path, the industry, market 

trends, where your skills fit

 Asking for information, perspective, 

and referrals but NOT asking for a job



Additional Tips

 Have a clear objective

 Be specific about what you need

- Information on industry or career

- Strategy/advice to get job you want

- Resources or contacts

 Take an interest in your contact

 Know what you want to say about 

yourself



 Demonstrates professional etiquette

 Reinforces your personal brand 

 Provides an opportunity for further discussion

 Protects your place in the professional’s mind

 Confirms your ability to follow-through

 Sincere appreciation

After you meet someone…

Importance of Follow-up



CASE STUDIES

Activity



MAP YOUR

NETWORK

Activity

You

Faculty

Family

Neighbors

Employers

Friends

Coworkers



Using LinkedIn to Help You
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The LinkedIn Network
Global Footprint

450M+
Registered members as 

of August 2016

Of LinkedIn members are 

outside of the USA

70%

Students & Recent College 

Graduates on LinkedIn
(Fastest growing demographic)

40M+

Source: 

Linkedin.com



10 steps to a more 

professional and 

meaningful online 

presence



Adding a photo to your 

profile makes you

to receive a message

on LinkedIn

36x

1. Include a Professional Photo



2. Create a Headline



2. Create a Headline

 Smart Headlines
- Recent UNC Chapel 

Hill Grad Seeking 
Online Marketing 
Position

- UNC Chapel Hill 
Management & 
Society Major/Vice 
President, SHRM

- UNC Chapel Hill 
Junior/Intern at 
Johnson Public 
Relations

 Not so Smart 
Headlines
- Student

- Server at ABC Coffee

- [blank…]



3. Write a Compelling Summary

 Write in 1st person

 Includes Keywords

 Uses Rich Media

 Typo-Free
I am a Junior at UNC Chapel Hill majoring in 

Communication Studies with a concentration in 

Media Production.  My past experiences include 

market research, event planning, and news 

production.  

My professional interests lie in Marketing, Talent 

Casting, and Video Editing. I enjoy being 

creative, working with others and am very task 

oriented.

Where you 
are

Where 
you’ve been

Where you’re 
going



4. Add Rich Media

Videos, Slides, Papers/Reports, Portfolios

More!



5. List and Get Endorsed for 

your Skills



6. Get Recommendations

 Much shorter than 
a formal 
recommendation 

 Request while the 
relationship is fresh 
– don’t be shy
- Offer to write a 

recommendation 
in return

 Always change 
the default request 
message!



7. Showcase “Extras” like 

Courses, Volunteering, 

Organizations & Projects



Organizations & Projects



8. Change Your Profile URL

Include on printed resume/CV

Add to email signature

Add link on Twitter (if 

professional)



9. Join and Participate in 

Groups



10. Share Content with your 

Network



Alumni Pages



Invitations to Connect

 Personalize every invitation message: 

refer to how you know the person

- 300 character limit

 Reply to connection requests to solidify 

the bond



Company Pages



Maintaining Your Network

 Make lists of your contacts

 Make contacts (ask for referrals)

 Consider online strategies – LinkedIn, 
social media

 Share information, beware gossip

 Gather information about industry 
trends

 Keep people informed



CASE STUDIES

Activity



WE ARE SOCIAL

Follow @uncucs on social media


