EPIDEMIOLOGY 752:  

INTRODUCTION TO METHODS IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES EPIDEMIOLOGY

David J. Weber, M.D., M.P.H. (Course Director),

James Thomas, Ph.D.

William Miller, M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H.

Peter Leone, M.D.

Class meets in 3100 Hooker; Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 10-11 AM

GENERAL INFORMATION

1.
David J. Weber:  


a.
Phone: 966-2536 (secretary)


b.
Pager: 347-0639 (digital pager)

2.
Course Pre- or Co-requisites:


a.
An introductory course in epidemiology and biostatistics

3.
Epidemiology 218 Assignments


a.
Midterm paper (30% of grade): 


b.
Student presentations (10%)


c.
Final paper (due last day of class)[60% of grade]


Midterm:  The midterm paper should be 4 to 8 pages in length, single sided, double spaced.  It should be readable, concise but complete.  Please use a font size that is legible.  For the midterm paper pick any new or emerging disease and discuss the following: 1) What we know about the disease.  2) What we need to know about the disease.  3) How we are going to obtain this knowledge (provide specific research designs).


Student Presentations:
Students will be assigned to groups.  Each presentation will be followed by a discussion period.  Visual aids are encouraged.  It is not necessary for each class member to speak.  


Final Paper:  The final paper should be 8 to 12 pages in length, single sided, double spaced.  It should be readable, concise but complete.  Please use a font size that is legible.  For the final paper choose any unanswered question in infectious diseases and design a study to answer the research question.  Study feasibility should be considered but not overemphasized.  Be sure to include the following.



1)
Research question (specific aims of the study)



2)
Background (brief literature review that supports the basis for your study)



3)
Target (population to which the research will be generalized) population



4)
Study population



5)
Means for sampling the population



6)
Inclusion and exclusion criteria



6)
Study design (i.e., cohort, case-control, intervention, etc.)



7) 
Predictors and outcome measures



8)
Analysis methods



9)
Sample size calculations



10)
Expected results and their applications



11)
Personnel, cost



12)
Discussion

5.
Readings


All the reading material will be on reserve in the Health Sciences Library.  The readings are designed to supplement required readings should a student feel the need to obtain additional information on some subject matter. Please take care to return them following duplication.
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