Master’s Practicum Proposal

Department of Epidemiology

Student’s Name:    ________________________________       PID: ______________
Practicum Title: _________________________________________
Goals of practicum:

Anticipated practicum activities:

Inventory of Master’s competencies to be exercised (see list of competencies and examples of how to fill out the table below). You must list at least 3 from each of the categories (Discipline-specific Competencies and Cross-cutting competencies); you may add more rows to each if needed.   Please note: A competency may be used only once in either the discipline-specific or the cross-cutting table, but not both.
Discipline-specific Competencies

	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	
	

	
	

	
	


Cross-cutting competencies 

	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	
	

	
	

	
	


Field placement agency / unit (if applicable):

Is your practicum funded?       __Yes       __ No

If Yes, what is/are the funding source(s):  _______________________

            If Yes:  Are your costs reimbursed?        __ Yes   __ No   

                        Do you receive a stipendium?     __ Yes   __ No

I acknowledge that this Master’s Practicum is not an activity designed to complete my Master’s paper.  _______ (please initial)
Time line:

IRB Compliance

I have read the online IRB guidelines regarding Class Projects or Practica https://research.unc.edu/files/2013/07/ccm3_036121.pdf and have determined that this project

_____ does not require IRB approval

_____ does require IRB approval (submission of copy of IRB approval required)

Student Signature:  ______________________________  Date: ___________________
APPROVAL: You must obtain approval from all persons listed below BEFORE you begin working on your practicum.
Practicum Coordinator’s Signature:  ____________________________   Date: ___________

(Lorraine Alexander)

Practicum Preceptor’s Name:  ______________________________  Date:___________

Practicum Preceptor’s Signature:  ______________________________  Date:___________

Practicum Preceptor’s Email ________________________   Phone: ____________________

Academic Advisor’s Name:  ________________________________  Date: ___________
Academic Advisor’s Signature:  ________________________________  Date: ___________
Once approved and signed, scan the proposal and upload via web form to the Department of Epidemiology Master’s Practicum Database. Submission link can be found at http://sph.unc.edu/epid/epid-student-central/ Then select the Master’s Practicum link.

	


ASPH Master’s Degree in Public Health Core Competencies

Please note: A competency may used only once in either the discipline-specific or the cross-cutting table, but not both.
I.  Discipline-specific Competencies

Upon graduation a student with an MPH or MSPH should possess the competencies listed below. 

1. Describe a specific public health problem in terms of its magnitude, person, time and context

2. Formulate an informative study question and the associated testable hypotheses

3. Identify an appropriate source of data for this purpose and define an informative subset
4. Review basic ethical and legal principles applicable to the collection, maintenance, use and dissemination of these data
5. Identify an appropriate study design and method of analysis

6. Use statistical analysis software to estimate and test the hypothesized associations
7. Apply appropriate analytical techniques to calculate the pertinent epidemiology measures

8. Apply descriptive and inferential methods to deduce results

9. Apply the concepts or error and bias in the evaluation of the results

10. Interpret the results addressing the strengths and limitations of the inference(s)
11. Communicate this information to professional and lay audiences.
II.  Cross-cutting Competencies

The training in epidemiology and its practicum experience are embedded in the broader context of public health as a discipline, as follows.  
Communication

1. Describe a specific public health problem in terms of its magnitude, person, time and place

2. Develop cogent and persuasive written materials regarding public health topics 

3. Communicate information on a public health topic to professional and lay audiences. 

4. Deliver oral presentations using recognized criteria for effective information dissemination

5. Adapt language and delivery modalities to specific audiences. 

6. Use media, advanced technologies and community networks to disseminate information about public health issues 

7. Facilitate collective information sharing, discussion and problem solving

Diversity and Cultural Competency
1. Demonstrate sensitivity to varied cultural, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds of individuals and groups

2. Demonstrate tolerance with differences in perspectives, norms and values of others 

3. Recognize the varied levels of heath access among individuals and within communities 

4. Interact productively with diverse co-workers, partners and other stakeholders

Leadership
1. Recognize the importance of maintaining positive relationships with stakeholders.

2. Adopt best practices from other disciplines, fields, or organizations. 

3. Solicit ideas and opinions to learn from others in forming decisions. 

4. Demonstrate basic negotiation and conflict management skills.
Professionalism and Ethics

1. Review basic ethical and legal principles applicable to the collection, maintenance, use and dissemination of research data
2. Establish the basis for lifelong learning in the field of public health

3. Apply ethical principles in both personal and professional interactions

4. Consider the effect of public health decisions on social justice and equity 

5. Apply evidence-based concepts in public health decision-making
Program Planning and Assessment
1. Develop a project proposal for the practicum experience 

Systems Thinking

1. Identify connections among public health disciplines and other health-related areas 

2. Describe a specific public health problem in terms of its magnitude, person, time and context

3. Identify an appropriate source of data to address a public health issue and define an informative subset

4. Apply an appropriate study design and analytic method to describe a public health issue

5. Apply descriptive and inferential methods to deduce results

6. Interpret the results addressing the strengths and limitations of the inferences(s)

The following examples show how to correctly write up the section “Inventory of Master’s competencies to be exercised”.   

Cross-cutting competencies 

Diversity and Cultural Competency

	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	Demonstrate tolerance with differences in perspectives, norms and values of others
	Through performing face-to-face interviews, I will remain nonjudgmental of the interview participants.

	Recognize the varied levels of health access among individuals and within communities 
	Given the diversity of the communities in which I will perform these interviews, I will learn about the range of public health preparedness opportunities available to residents in Eastern North Carolina.

	Interact productively with diverse co-workers, partners, or other stakeholders
	This practicum will provide me with the opportunity to work and interact with members of North Carolina county health departments.


Leadership

	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	Adopt best practices from other disciplines, fields or organization.
	I hope to learn interview techniques from current public health professionals working in the field of applied public health preparedness.


Professionalism and Ethics

	Competency
	How practicum will address this competency

	Consider the effect of public health decisions on social justice and equity.
	This issue will be explored as I interact with community members directly affected by public health decisions regarding hurricane and flooding preparedness.


