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CIDRZ Internship


 

CIDRZ
CDC TB OpX Study Summer Internship
Due Date: January 23, 2015
The Centre for Infectious Disease Research in Zambia (CIDRZ) is a UNC research affiliate that supports clinical and laboratory services in the public sector, conducts locally-relevant biomedical research, and conducts training public health programming provision of clinical care.  Established over a decade ago, CIDRZ is among the Zambian government’s largest and most important health care service and research partners.

The ‘Optimizing Clinical Outcomes in HIV-Infected Adults & Children Using Xpert MTB/RIF in Zambia’ study abbreviated as CDC TB OpX study is funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, and being implemented by CIDRZ. Tuberculosis (TB) is a leading cause of morbidity and mortality in Zambia, especially among HIV-infected persons. The lack of adequate diagnostic tools is a key challenge to TB control in the public health system. The Xpert MTB/RIF platform has the potential to transform TB diagnostics by providing accurate same-day results, but studies are required to evaluate the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of this technology in different testing sites and diagnostic algorithms to inform scale-up. 

The study is an evaluation of Xpert MTB/RIF using a quasi-experimental “before-after” two-phase study design in pediatric and adult HIV-infected populations in four peri-urban district health facilities. We will compare the standard algorithmic approach to TB diagnosis endorsed by the Zambian Ministry of Health to an enhanced algorithm that incorporates Xpert MTB/RIF. The primary outcomes are the proportions of adult and pediatric patients receiving appropriate TB treatment in each study phase, using mycobacterial culture as the reference standard, and the feasibility and cost effectiveness of Xpert MTB/RIF in this setting. Secondary outcomes include a comparison of the delay in time from screening to diagnosis and TB treatment in the two study phases, a comparison of clinical outcomes at three and six months post TB screening between the two study phases, and an evaluation of the diagnostic performance of Xpert MTB/RIF using sputum or gastric aspirate specimens in the pediatric population. In addition, we will evaluate the potential diagnostic value of a lipoarabinomannan (LAM) assay (Determine TB-LAM Ag®) within the diagnostic algorithm of HIV-associated tuberculosis. 

Working closely with the principal investigator and the study coordinator, the summer intern will provide support to the collection and analysis of data. Specific responsibilities may include (a) monitoring data collection and quality, (b) generating study reports for external partners, (c) analyzing data, (d) mentoring study staff in public health, and (e) writing abstracts and papers for dissemination of study results. Given the data-oriented nature of this position, applicants with training and experience in epidemiology and biostatistics including the use of statistical software, are preferred. 

Expected outcomes of the internship

· Gained insight to the epidemiology of HIV and TB co-infection in sub-Saharan Africa.

· Gained experience conducting research in a resource-constrained setting

· Broaden exposure to other locally-relevant research topics through local research meetings and academic activities

· Collaboration with local study staff

· Experience in developing and writing a scientific abstract

Desired qualifications

· Experience with data entry and cleaning

· Experience with data analysis and the use of a statistical software package 

· Ability to multi-task and work in a changing and fast-paced environment

· Cultural sensitivity

· Experience working in a resource-constrained setting preferred but not required

Eligibility and Benefits

In order to be eligible, applicants must be currently enrolled in a masters or doctoral degree program at the Gillings School of Global Public Health, and continuing as a full-time graduate student in fall 2015. The internship will last 10-12 weeks between May and August 2015 (exact dates to be discussed with CIDRZ). Those selected to participate in the CDC TB OpX study Summer Internship will receive a summer stipend of $2,500.

Application Process

Interested individuals will need to complete and submit the application form including all required documentation to the Gillings Global Gateway™. Required documents include the following: 

· Completed application form

· Current CV

· 2 recommendation letters: 1 from an academic advisor/faculty member and 1 from a former employer or other professional contact

· Current unofficial transcript (must be provided directly to Gillings Global Gateway™, no e-mails)

Applications should be submitted by Friday, January 23, 2015 for consideration. Gillings Global Gateway™ faculty and staff will review applications and forward them to CIDRZ. Once CIDRZ has reviewed all applications, interviews via Skype will be scheduled with selected applicants. CIDRZ will notify awardees by mid-March.
	Please complete this application, then sign (by typing your name) and date your “Applicant Certification and Acceptance”                                     

Statement. The application should be e-mailed to globalgateway@unc.edu. Letters of recommendation and unofficial transcripts 
can be mailed to: Gillings Global Gateway™, CB#7400, 104 Rosenau, UNC School of Public Health, Chapel Hill, NC, 
27599-7400. 

Attach the following as a supplement to this application: 

​​-Resume or CV

-Recommendations from your academic advisor and a former employer or a professional recommendation.

-Unofficial Transcript (if new PhD student, official transcript from previous graduate work)
Personal

	Last Name                                  First                                  Middle

                                                                                        
	Daytime/Evening Phone Number

     

	Street Address
     
	Email Address

     

	City, State, Zip Code

     

	

	Are you legally eligible to work in the United States?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Citizenship Status (check one)   FORMCHECKBOX 
 U.S.      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Permanent Resident      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student Visa; Type       
Proof of your identity and eligibility will be required.

	Language Proficiency (Please Mark “X” in boxes that apply)

	Language
	Speaking
	Reading
	Writing
	Comprehension

	
	Fair
	Good
	Exc.
	Fair
	Good
	Exc.
	Fair
	Good
	Exc.
	Fair
	Good
	Exc.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	GENERAL EDUCATION

	Level
	Name and Location of School
	Degree Program and Department
	No. Years Completed
	Did you Graduate?
	Degree/Diploma (year received)

	Undergraduate
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Graduate
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Graduate
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Other

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Please list computer software for which you are proficient.



	Summarize your previous research experience (domestic and internationally).

	What research skills would you like to develop?

	Please describe how you envision the CIDRZ CDC TB OpX Study Summer Internship fitting in with your career plans.  Please limit your answer to 500 words or less. 


aP

AppPLICANT CERTIFICATION AND ACCEPTANCE: I hereby certify that there are no willful misrepresentations, omissions, or falsifications in the statements 
and answers on this application and supporting materials.  I am aware that CIDRZ’s consideration of this application may include an investigation regarding 
materials submitted, including any and all statements and answers made, and I hereby consent to such investigation.  I am aware that should an investigation disclose
any misrepresentation, omissions, or falsification, my application will be rejected, or if I am already employed, my employment may be terminated.  CIDRZ reserves 
the right to terminate employees without prior notice.  

Signature: _____________________________________________________________
  Date:  _____________________________

Updated 11.05.14
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