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Centre for Infectious Disease Research in Zambia (CIDRZ) is a UNC-affiliated Zambian 

organization that conducts locally-relevant biomedical research, supports clinical and laboratory 

services in the public sector, implements public health programs, and trains health professionals to 

provide clinical care. Established over a decade ago, CIDRZ is among the Zambian government’s 

largest and most important health care service and research partners.  

 

In partnership with International Epidemiologic Databases to Evaluate AIDS-Southern Africa and 

SolidarMed Mozambique, CIDRZ is implementing a research study to investigate the impact of liver 

disease on the outcomes of HIV-infected adults in the capital city Lusaka. With antiretroviral therapy 

(ART), HIV-infected individuals in Africa are living longer, and other causes of mortality and 

morbidity are increasing in frequency. Liver disease is now a leading cause of death among HIV 

patients in rich countries, but little is known about liver disease in HIV treatment programs in sub-

Saharan Africa.  

 

Using a prospective cohort study design, the HIV/viral hepatitis co-infection study’s objectives are to 

(1) measure the prevalence of chronic hepatitis B and C virus infections in the HIV-infected 

population in Lusaka, (2) measure the prevalence of liver disease using blood biomarkers and a non-

invasive technology called Fibroscan, (3) identify factors associated with liver disease, (4) assess 

ART treatment outcomes including control of HIV and viral hepatitis, changes in liver disease, and 

death.   

 

Working closely with the investigator of record and the study coordinator, the summer intern will 

provide support to the collection, analysis, and reporting of baseline data from the cohort study. 

Specific responsibilities may include (a) researching the potential liver toxicity of traditional and 

herbal medicines and alcoholic beverages in Zambia, (b) monitoring data collection and quality, (c) 

generating study reports for external partners, (d) analyzing cohort data, (e) mentoring study staff in 

public health, and (f) writing abstracts and papers for dissemination of study results. Given the data-

oriented nature of this position, applicants with training and experience in epidemiology and 

biostatistics including the use of statistical software, are preferred.  

 

Expected outcomes of the internship 

 Gained insight to the epidemiology of HIV and viral hepatitis co-infection and other liver 

diseases in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Gained experience conducting research in a resource-constrained setting 

 Broaden exposure to other locally-relevant research topics through local research meetings 

and academic activities 

 Collaboration with local study staff 

 Experience in developing and writing a scientific abstract 

 

Desired qualifications 

 Experience with data entry and cleaning 

 Experience with data analysis and the use of a statistical software package  

 Ability to multi-task and work in a changing and fast-paced environment 

 Cultural sensitivity 

 Experience working in a resource-constrained setting preferred but not required 

 



 

 

Eligibility and Benefits 

In order to be eligible, applicants must be currently enrolled in a masters or doctoral degree program 

at the Gillings School of Global Public Health, and continuing as a full-time graduate student in fall 

2014. The internship will last 10-12 weeks between May and August 2014 (exact dates to be 

discussed with CIDRZ). Those selected to participate in the HIV/Viral hepatitis Co-Infection Study 

Summer Internship will receive a summer stipend of $2,500 provided by the Office of Global 

Health/Gillings Global Gateway (OGH/GGG). 

 

Application Process 

Interested individuals will need to complete and submit the application form including all required 

documentation to the OGH/GGG. Required documents include the following:  

 Completed application form 

 Current CV 

 2 recommendation letters: 1 from an academic advisor/faculty member and 1 from a former 

employer or other professional contact 

 Current unofficial transcript (must be provided directly to OGH/GGG, no e-mails) 

 

Applications should be submitted by Wednesday, January 22, 2014 for consideration. OGH/GGG 

faculty and staff will review applications and forward them to CIDRZ. Once CIDRZ has reviewed 

all applications, interviews via Skype will be scheduled with selected applicants. CIDRZ will notify 

awardees by mid/late March. 

https://sph.unc.edu/files/2013/12/GGG_CIDRZ_Application_2014.pdf

