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A. Personal Statement
Dr. Bentley is a medical/nutritional anthropologist whose research focus is on women’s and infants’ nutrition, infant and young child feeding, HIV and breastfeeding, and community-based interventions for improving growth and development of young children.  She has expertise in both qualitative and quantitative research methods and in the application of these for program development and evaluation.  Bentley was PI of a recently completed NICHD/NIH five-year longitudinal study, Infant Care, Feeding, and Risk of Obesity, to examine the role of behavioral and environmental factors on infant health outcomes in low-income African-American mothers and infants in North Carolina.  She was also PI of an NICHD/NIH 60 village, 600 mother-infant pair randomized clinical trial to improve growth and development of infants and young children in Andhra Pradesh, India, whose data are in analyses.  She was PI of a Bill and Melinda Gates study that is analyzing nutrition and biomarker data of HIV-positive women enrolled in the BAN (Breastfeeding, Antiretroviral, and Nutrition) study in Malawi.  
B. Positions and Honors
Positions and Employment

1985‑86
UNICEF, South Asia Regional Office, Diarrhea Management Program, New Delhi, India

1986‑87
Research Associate, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public Health, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

1987‑89
Assistant Professor, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public Health, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

1989‑90
Acting Division Director, Assistant Professor, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public Health, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

1990‑92
Assistant Professor, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public Health, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

1992‑93
Visiting Scholar, International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington, D.C.

1993‑98
Associate Professor, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, School of Hygiene and Public Health, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

1998‑03
Associate Professor (Tenured), Department of Nutrition, School of Public Health and Fellow, Carolina Population Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC‑CH)
1998‑03
Adjunct Associate Professor, Division of Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, The Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland
1999‑02
Associate Chair, Department of Nutrition, School of Public Health, UNC‑CH

2003‑
Professor, Department of Nutrition, School of Public Health, UNC‑CH

2003‑
Associate Dean for Global Health, School of Public Health, UNC‑CH

2007‑


Associate Director, Institute for Global Health and Infectious Diseases, UNC‑CH 
2010-


Adjunct Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of North Carolina, UNC-CH
2012-


Carla Smith Chamblee Distinguished Professor of Global Nutrition

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

American Institute of Nutrition 

American Public Health Association 

American Anthropological Association 

Council on Nutritional Anthropology 

International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences 

Society for Applied Anthropology 

Society for International Nutrition 

Society for Medical Anthropology 

Society for Nutrition Education 

International Society for Research on Human Milk and Lactation
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2012-


Carla Smith Chamblee Distinguished Professor of Global Nutrition
2006-
Ambassador, Paul G. Rogers Society for Global Health Research
2002-
Fellow, Society for Applied Anthropology
2000- 


Member, Delta Omega Society
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D. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

R01-HD073237



Bentley (PI)



09/01/12-09/01/17
Role: PI

National Institutes of Health, NICHD

Mothers and Others: Family-based Obesity Prevention for Infants and Toddlers

This research will evaluate a community-based intervention for African-American women (and one other individual of her choice) who are recruited during pregnancy and followed until the infant is 18 months reduces the risk of obesity in their children and leads to optimal growth and development.
6015-S03 





Curtis (PI)




05/11/12-05/06/17

Role: Co-Investigator

Industry Sponsor (Westat, Inc.)

Monitoring and Evaluation for Feed the Future Feedback Program

Feedback will be a major evaluation, performance monitoring, and knowledge sharing program whose primary objective is to provide the best available empirical evidence from the FTF Initiative to inform policy, investment, and intervention decisions aimed at improving food security in vulnerable countries.

No Grant Number



Bartram (PI)



08/23/13-02/22/16

Role: Collaborating Investigator

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation

Understanding How Pilot Programs Become Self-sustaining at Scale: Social Enterprises and Water in Schools of Delhi and Jaipur. Our main goal is to analyze how a social enterprise model of drinking water provision in Delhi and Jaipur can be enhanced for long term performance. Recommend steps required to transfer and scale to other schools in India states.

No Grant Number



Handa (PI)




11/01/09-10/31/14

Role:  Collaborating Investigator

This project will provide technical assistance to data collection and analysis in order to evaluate the impact of social cash transfer schemes in 3 Africa countries: Malawi, Rwanda and Ethiopia. Three rounds of longitudinal data will be collected, at baseline and two follow-up periods, of program participants and a control group selected through both experimental and non-experimental methods. Five meta-analyses will be conducted in year 5 that will bring together the overall results from the 3 evaluations, and provide lessons learned on the impact of cash grants and other complementary services on the health, education and welfare of children in Africa. 
 

Completed Research Support
1R24TW008810-01 


Bentley (PI)




09/15/10-08/31/11
Water Wisdom: Developing Local-Global Capacities in Managing Water

This project will develop a one-year post-doctoral training program for addressing water and sanitation issues through a team-based, multi-disciplinary approach. Role: PI

OPP53107 




Bentley (PI) 




09/01/09-08/31/12

Improving Nutritional Status and Health of Infants and Lactating Women through the Use of Lipid Based Nutrition Supplements (LNS): Evidence from a Longitudinal, Randomized Trial in Lilongwe, Malawi

Our main goal is to provide the scientific evidence to support the broad use of low-cost LNS to enhance the nutritional status of women and children. Role: PI

1R25TW007493 



Bentley (PI)




09/29/05-08/31/11

UNC-Chapel Hill Framework Program in Global Health

To expand global health curriculum and research opportunities campus wide and engage faculty and students in an interdisciplinary study of global health issues. Role: PI

3R25TW007493-03S1 

Bentley (PI) 




9/01/10-8/31/12

Support the implementation of a new professional online Global Health Certificate in Fall 2010, as well as offering distance global health courses to MPH students in the University of\Malawi College of Medicine, Division of Public Health. Role: PI

No Grant Number



Bentley (PI)




11/01/10-04/30/12

Healthy and Secure 0-2 year olds UNC – ChildFund Innovation Lab to Define the ChildFund Program Offer

Role:  PI

No Grant Number



Handa (PI)




11/01/09-10/31/14

Role:  Collaborating Investigator

This project will provide technical assistance to data collection and analysis in order to evaluate the impact of social cash transfer schemes in 3 Africa countries: Malawi, Rwanda and Ethiopia. Three rounds of longitudinal data will be collected, at baseline and two follow-up periods, of program participants and a control group selected through both experimental and non-experimental methods. Five meta-analyses will be conducted in year 5 that will bring together the overall results from the 3 evaluations, and provide lessons learned on the impact of cash grants and other complementary services on the health, education and welfare of children in Africa. 

Role:  Collaborating Investigator

No Grant Number







Van der Horst (PI)


09/30/04-09/29/14

Breast-feeding, Antiretrovirals, and Nutrition in HIV (BAN)

This study is currently analyzing data from Malawi in a drug and nutrition related clinical trial that tested the efficacy of providing nutrition supplements or ARV drugs to HIV positive mothers or their infants. 

Role:  Co-Investigator

No Grant Number



Bentley (PI)



05/15/11-06/01/13

Linking Microcredit, Technology, and Promotion of IYCF Breastfeeding Guidelines in Bauchi State, Nigeria

This is a behavioral intervention trial testing the promotion of breastfeeding and complementary feeding messages delivered through existing women’s microcredit groups through face-to-face and text-messaging channels. Role:  PI

1-R21-ES016729-02 


Entwisle (PI)



09/30/07-06/30/11

Dynamically Integrating Macro and Micro Processes

With unique data for Northeast Thailand, an empirically informed, spatially explicit agent-based model of interrelationships among individual behavior, household land use and wealth, social networks, and communities was constructed. 

Role: Collaborating Advisor

1R34MH080750-02


Bulik (PI)




06/06/08-02/28/11

Breaking the Cycle of Risk: Intervention for Mothers with Eating Disorders

This project developed a parenting intervention for mothers with current or past eating disorders called NURTURE (Networking, Uniting, and Reaching out To Upgrade Relationships and Eating). 

Role: Investigator

1R03HD057775-02 


Bentley (PI)



09/30/07-08/31/10

The Feasibility of Replacement Feeding as an HIV Prevention Method in Malawi

The Breastfeeding, Antiretroviral, and Nutrition (BAN) study was a randomized controlled trial in Lilongwe, Malawi, that evaluated antiretroviral and nutrition interventions to reduce mother-to-child transmission of HIV during breastfeeding. This information will help to guide the Malawi government policy and others on the feasibility of the provision of a high-quality breast milk replacement for HIV positive mothers after exclusive breastfeeding counseling. 
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