
Public Health Leader Brings Experience to UNC
Environmental Sciences + Engineering appointment = our chance to learn

Bringing the School into the Public Eye
Renowned physician, former dean of the University of Iowa College of Public Health, James Merchant—health policy consultant to the
Association of Schools of Public Health—brings leadership, expertise and savvy along with a rich background in environmental and occupational
health research.A graduate of UNC School of Public Health, Merchant’s work led the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration
to establish the 1978 Cotton Dust Standard, which sets limits for occupational exposure to cotton dust for workers in the textile industry
as well as in several other industries. The standard is credited with
substantially reducing the number of brown lung cases in the state
and nation.

Enhancing Public Health Practice,
Instruction and Research

• Dr. Merchant will offer leadership counsel to Dean’s Office
as well as to department chairs at the UNC Gillings School
of Global Public Health.

• Through his appointment in Environmental Sciences and
Engineering, he will serve as an advisor on rural health
and injury-prevention strategies.

• As a public health policy consultant to the Association of
Schools of Public Health, he will promote the development
of public policy positions and briefs.

• An alumnus of UNC’s School of Public Health, where he
received his DrPH in epidemiology, he will promote the
exploration and development of new, possibly unexpected
educational opportunities.

IMPACT!
Our Chance to Learn
Dr.Merchant, whose research expertise is
in occupational lung disease epidemiology,
childhood asthma epidemiology and preven-
tion, environmental health science research,
occupational medicine practice, rural health
outcome, and rural and public health policy,
will help the School extend its leadership
in key areas in public health.

GOAL
To learn from
another public
health leader,
to exchange
ideas with other
schools, and to
increase UNC’s
impact in the field
of public health.

PARTNERS
Faculty from
numerous UNC
departments and
centers, N.C.
Institute for Public
Health, UNC
Injury Prevention
Center, Cecil G.
Sheps Center for
Health Services
Research and
state and public
health agencies.

Leadership
James Merchant, MD,DrPH, professor of
occupational and environmental health,University
of Iowa, is a highly respected public health leader
with rich and varied experience.With his combi-
nation of experience in rural health and global
health,Dr.Merchant models the complementarity
of the School’s goal of solving public health

problems across North Carolina and around the world.

Anticipate. Accelerate. www.sph.unc.edu/accelerate or e-mail accelerate@unc.edu
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