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                 InMemoriam

“The community of Al Tyroler’s former stu-

dents, colleagues and friends mobilized to 

celebrate the life of this outstanding public 

health scientist, mentor and lifelong learner,” 

says Dr. Gerardo Heiss, Kenan Distinguished 

Professor of epidemiology at the UNC 

School of Public Health. “We received mov-

ing contributions from many parts of the 

world, and vivid testimonials were shared by 

the many who came to speak with affection 

and gratitude of this wise teacher and bril-

liant colleague. We were particularly pleased 

that Al’s family could be at the center of this 

celebration of his life.”

Born Sept. 5, 1924, in Brooklyn, N.Y.,  

Tyroler had a transformative influence on the 

field of epidemiology. Since the early 1950s, 

his enthusiasm about epidemiology and de-

sire to harness this new discipline to improve 

the wellbeing of communities contributed to 

the shaping of cardiovascular epidemiology, 

its mission and accomplishments.

Tyroler graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 

Ohio University in 1943, received a doc-

torate in medicine from New York Uni-

versity College of Medicine in 1947, and 

completed additional medical training at 

Cornell University, New York Medical Col-

lege and Metropolitan Hospital in New 

York City. He served in the U.S. Air Force 

Medical Corps for two years before being 

appointed research director of the Occupa-

tional Health Services and, soon after, 8  

Tyroler MeMorialized for 
TransforMaTive influence 
on field of epideMiology

dr. her Man alfred (“al”)  

tyroler, aluMni diStinguiShed 

profeSSor eMerituS of epideMiol-

ogy at the unc School of public 

health, died feb.18, 2007. he waS 

82. a MeMorial Service attended by 

More than 175 people waS held in hiS 

honor at unc on Sept. 28, 2007.

Dr. Herman alfred Tyroler

is a six-time nominee for Canada’s top report-

ing prize, the National Newspaper Award, 

and a back-to-back winner of the Interna-

tional Reporting Award. She was the recipient 

of the 2003, 2004 and 2006 Amnesty Interna-

tional Award for Human Rights Reporting, 

for reports from war zones in Uganda and 

Sudan. She has reported from more than 40 

countries around the world. 

Dr. Sheila Leatherman, research professor 

of health policy and administration at the 

UNC School of Public Health, spoke on 

“Microcredit and Global Health” at a Dean’s 

Lecture Series presentation on Sept. 24, 

2007, at the School. 

Microcredit is a 

financial innovation 

that seeks to address 

the issue of global 

poverty. Small loans 

are extended to the 

impoverished or un-

employed so they can 

build independent 

businesses. Leatherman is researching the 

impact of microcredit on global health. 

Leatherman is distinguished associate of 

Darwin College at the University of Cam-

bridge in England and is the first Gillings 

Visiting Professor at the UNC School of 

Public Health. The professorship was estab-

lished last year with funding from Dennis 

Gillings, CBE (Commander of the British 

Empire), and his wife, Joan. Gillings, a 

former UNC biostatistics professor, is chair-

man and chief executive officer of Quintiles 

Transnational Corp. n

Office of Drug Evaluation, which regulates 

cardio-renal, neuropharmacologic and psy-

chopharmacologic drugs. 

Temple has written extensively on the 

design and conduct of clinical trials. His 

lecture, titled “FDA Drug Approval Process, 

Potential Efficiencies and Active Control 

Trials,” was sponsored by the UNC Center 

for Innovative Clinical Trials and the School 

of Public Health.

Stephanie Nolen, Africa correspondent for 

the Globe and Mail, the national newspaper 

of Canada, spoke movingly about Africa’s 

AIDS Pandemic at a lecture at the School on 

Nov. 1, 2007. The presentation, titled “28: 

Telling the Human Stories Behind Africa’s 

AIDS Pandemic,” was part of the Dean’s 

Lecture Series.  

Nolen is the author of three books — 28: 

Stories of AIDS in Africa, Promised the Moon: 

the Untold Story of the First Women in the 

Space Race and Shakespeare’s Face. At 35, she 

Dr. Sheila Leatherman

Stephanie Nolen

Suggest a speaker you would like 
us to bring to the UNC School of 
Public Health. Submit your nomina-
tion to the School’s Speaker Selec-
tion Committee by contacting Jerry 
Salak at jerry_salak@unc.edu or 
919-843-0661. The committee se-
lects speakers for the Dean’s Lecture 
Series, Commencement, Foard Lec-
ture and other special events.

Dr. Jonathan B. Oberlander, associate pro-

fessor of health policy and administration 

at the UNC School of Public Health, pre-

sented the 2008 Fred 

T. Foard Jr. Memorial 

Lecture on April 14, 

2008, at the William 

and Ida Friday Center 

for Continuing Edu-

cation in Chapel Hill. 

Oberlander is associ-

ate professor of social 

medicine at the UNC 

School of Medicine, 

adjunct political science associate professor at 

UNC and research fellow at the UNC Cecil G. 

Sheps Center for Health Services Research.

He is a nationally-recognized expert on 

health care reform — a major issue in the 

2008 presidential race when candidates are 

being called upon to articulate plans for ex-

panding coverage while controlling costs. To 

shed light on this issue, Oberlander authored 

the lead perspectives in the Oct. 25 and 

Nov. 22 issues of the New England Journal 

of Medicine. The first article explored why 

past health reform efforts have failed; the 

second analyzed the health reform plans of 

current leading presidential candidates (see 

www.nejm.org).

Michael Neidorff, chairman and chief ex-

ecutive officer of the Centene Corp., a 

multi-line managed-care company based in 

St. Louis, lectured at the School on March 

17, 2008. The presentation was the inaugural 

lecture of the School’s Distinguished Visitors 

Program and was titled “Academic Research 

to Practical Policy: 

Quality, Cost and 

Ethical Issues.” Cen-

tene provides Medic-

aid services and other 

specialty programs to 

health care organiza-

tions in seven states 

in the northeastern 

and southern United 

States. Neidorff has guided Centene to a 

leadership role in its field through marrying 

progressive business and quality improve-

ment practices with cutting-edge health pro-

motion and disease management programs 

to serve its clients.

Dr. Robert Temple, director of the Office of 

Medical Policy in the Center for Drug Evalu-

ation and Research at the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration, spoke at the School 

on March 6, 2008. His office is responsible 

for regulating the promotion of drugs and 

assessing quality of clinical trials. Temple, a 

medical doctor, also is acting director of the 

Numerous distinguished individuals have made notable 
presentations at the UNC School of Public Health over the past 

several months. Below are highlights of a few who have shared their 
experiences and expertise in special lectures at our School. To hear 
these lectures online, visit www.sph.unc.edu/media/webcasts.html.

School hosts numerous distinguished lectures

Dr. Jonathan 
Oberlander

michael Neidorff

Dr. robert Temple
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Okun was hailed worldwide for his ground-

breaking work in identifying pristine water 

sources, water management, water supply, 

pollution control, water reclamation and 

reuse, and watershed protection issues.

In 2006, he received lifetime achieve-

ment awards from Orange Water and Sewer 

Authority (OWASA) in Orange County, 

N.C., the national Environmental and Water 

Resources Institute and the International 

Water Association.

During his career, Okun worked in 89 

countries and consulted with municipal and 

legislative planning committees throughout 

the United States. Among Okun’s many con-

tributions, he helped design a water treat-

ment plant in Bangkok, Thailand; establish 

a graduate program in sanitary engineering 

in Lima, Peru; and studied water supply and 

pollution control in China for the World 

Bank. At home in Chapel Hill, he led the 

campaign to build Cane Creek Dam and 

Reservoir in the 1980s to ensure the most 

pristine water source possible for Chapel 

Hill and UNC campus.

Okun began his career at UNC in 1952 

and served as chair of the Department 

of Environmental Sciences and Engineer-

ing from 1955 to 1973. During his time as 

chair, the department grew from three to 25 

faculty members. Although Okun retired 

from teaching in 1982, he remained actively 

involved in the profession through writing, 

lecturing and consulting, until his death.

“Dan Okun cared deeply about his school, 

his community, his state and his world,” says 

Dean Barbara K. Rimer. “And he turned that 

commitment into action, through water proj-

ects and social action. Few professors have 

influenced more students, more profession-

als, or more policy decisions around the world 

than Dr. Okun. His work has influenced in-

ternational policy-making for organizations 

like the World Bank, United Nations and the 

World Health Organization. 

There is nowhere I go that 

people don’t talk about Dan 

with awe.”

Okun was also a generous 

donor to the UNC School 

of Public Health. Over the 

course of his career, he gave 

generously to the School’s 

Department of Environmen-

tal Sciences and Engineering, 

including funds to create the 

Dan Okun Scholarship Fund. This endowed 

scholarship is used to recruit and support 

promising master’s level environmental en-

gineering students. In 2004, he also made 

donations to augment the Daniel A. Okun 

Distinguished Professorship in environmen-

tal sciences and engineering — an endowed 

professorship held by Dr. Philip C. Singer and 

established in 1999 by School faculty, students 

and alumni to honor Okun. Finally, in 2007, 

Okun made a gift to name the chair’s suite in 

the School’s Department of Environmental 

Sciences and Engineering. 

Okun’s gifts to UNC were not limited to 

the School of Public Health. He also made 

significant gifts for the renovation of Me-

morial Hall and to the Sonja Haynes Stone 

Center for Black Culture and History.

Donations may be made in Okun’s mem-

ory to the Dan Okun Scholarship Fund. 

Please make checks out to “UNC-CH School 

of Public Health Foundation, Inc.” and write 

“Dan Okun Scholarship Fund” in the memo 

field. Mail gifts to UNC School of Public 

Health, P.O. Box 309, Chapel Hill, N.C. 

27514-0309. You may give online at www.

sph.unc.edu/giving. For more information, 

contact Lyne Gamble at (919) 966-8368 or 

lyne_gamble@unc.edu. n

okun reMeMbered for pioneering Work  
in WaTer engineering  

dr. daniel a. okun, unc kenan diStinguiShed 

univerSity profeSSor eMerituS of environMental 

engineering, died dec.10, 2007, in chapel hill, n.c. he waS 90.

Dr. Daniel Okun
cr aig l. Michalak, administrator 

of the North Carolina Local Health 

Agency Accreditation Program man-

aged by the North Carolina Institute 

for Public Health (NCIPH) within the 

UNC School of Public Health, died on 

Aug. 20, 2007, after a valiant fight with 

leukemia. He was 59.

Michalak came to UNC in 2005, 

along with his wife, Sarah, a university 

librarian and associate provost for uni-

versity libraries at UNC-Chapel Hill. 

With an MBA from the University of 

California at Los Angeles, administra-

tive experience at the University of Utah 

and the University of California system, 

and several years in business, Michalak 

was a perfect fit to establish and admin-

ister the state’s first-ever local health 

agency accreditation program.

“Craig was a dear friend and a val-

ued colleague,” says Dr. Edward Baker, 

NCIPH director. “So many of us ben-

efited from his selfless service to public 

health in North Carolina and across the 

nation. Craig creatively built and man-

aged the North Carolina Local Health 

Agency Accreditation Program, the first 

such program in the United States. The 

program he helped build will serve as a 

lasting legacy to his dedicated service, and 

it will stand as a model for others across 

the nation to emulate.”

Donations may be made in Micha-

lak’s memory to a fund established in his 

honor by UNC Libraries. Please make 

checks out to “University Library,” and 

write “Craig Michalak Memorial Library 

Fund” in the memo field. Mail gifts to 

the Library Development Office, CB # 

3900, UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, 

N.C. 27514-8890. For more information, 

contact Sarah Poteete at (919) 843-5660 

or poteete@email.unc.edu. n

Michalak coMMeMor aTed  
for selfless service  
To public healTh

8 research director of the Health Research 

Foundation in Asheville, N.C.

In 1960, Tyroler joined the UNC Depart-

ment of Epidemiology faculty. He became 

a full professor in 1967 and was named 

Alumni Distinguished Professor in 1979. 

His career at UNC spanned more than 40 

years, during which he achieved national 

prominence for his work in the United States 

and internationally, including long-time 

consultancy to the World Health Organiza-

tion and the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. His influential studies in 

the areas of cardiovascular disease, genetic 

epidemiology, minority health, women’s 

health and international health reflect the 

range of his intellectual curiosity.

Tyroler earned election to the Institute 

of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences. 

His numerous honors include the American 

Heart Association’s Distinguished Achieve-

ment Award and Ancel Keys Lecture; the 

American Public Health Association’s John 

Snow Award; the UNC School of Public 

Health’s Edward G. McGavran Award for 

Excellence in Teaching and the Bernard G. 

Greenberg Alumni Endowment Award.

As a particularly fitting way to honor Al 

Tyroler’s life-long dedication to teaching and 

mentoring, a scholarship was established in 

his honor at UNC. Donations may be made 

in Tyroler’s memory with checks to “UNC-

CH School of Public Health Foundation, 

Inc.” referencing “H. A. Tyroler Scholarship” 

in the memo field. Mail gifts to UNC School 

of Public Health, P.O. Box 309, Chapel Hill, 

N.C. 27514-0309. You may give online at 

www.sph.unc.edu/giving. For more infor-

mation, contact Stephen Couch at (919) 

966-0219 or stephen_couch@unc.edu. n

Craig michalak

Dr. al Tyroler, in a photo taken circa 1977
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Dr. Daniel Okun, in a photo taken 
circa 1960s



features & news

52    |   s p r i n g  2 0 0 8 c a r o l i n a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h   |    53

features & news

Okun was hailed worldwide for his ground-

breaking work in identifying pristine water 

sources, water management, water supply, 

pollution control, water reclamation and 

reuse, and watershed protection issues.

In 2006, he received lifetime achieve-

ment awards from Orange Water and Sewer 

Authority (OWASA) in Orange County, 

N.C., the national Environmental and Water 

Resources Institute and the International 

Water Association.

During his career, Okun worked in 89 

countries and consulted with municipal and 

legislative planning committees throughout 

the United States. Among Okun’s many con-

tributions, he helped design a water treat-

ment plant in Bangkok, Thailand; establish 

a graduate program in sanitary engineering 

in Lima, Peru; and studied water supply and 

pollution control in China for the World 

Bank. At home in Chapel Hill, he led the 

campaign to build Cane Creek Dam and 

Reservoir in the 1980s to ensure the most 

pristine water source possible for Chapel 

Hill and UNC campus.

Okun began his career at UNC in 1952 

and served as chair of the Department 

of Environmental Sciences and Engineer-

ing from 1955 to 1973. During his time as 

chair, the department grew from three to 25 

faculty members. Although Okun retired 

from teaching in 1982, he remained actively 

involved in the profession through writing, 

lecturing and consulting, until his death.

“Dan Okun cared deeply about his school, 

his community, his state and his world,” says 

Dean Barbara K. Rimer. “And he turned that 

commitment into action, through water proj-

ects and social action. Few professors have 

influenced more students, more profession-

als, or more policy decisions around the world 

than Dr. Okun. His work has influenced in-

ternational policy-making for organizations 

like the World Bank, United Nations and the 

World Health Organization. 

There is nowhere I go that 

people don’t talk about Dan 

with awe.”

Okun was also a generous 

donor to the UNC School 

of Public Health. Over the 

course of his career, he gave 

generously to the School’s 

Department of Environmen-

tal Sciences and Engineering, 

including funds to create the 

Dan Okun Scholarship Fund. This endowed 

scholarship is used to recruit and support 

promising master’s level environmental en-

gineering students. In 2004, he also made 

donations to augment the Daniel A. Okun 

Distinguished Professorship in environmen-

tal sciences and engineering — an endowed 

professorship held by Dr. Philip C. Singer and 

established in 1999 by School faculty, students 

and alumni to honor Okun. Finally, in 2007, 

Okun made a gift to name the chair’s suite in 

the School’s Department of Environmental 

Sciences and Engineering. 

Okun’s gifts to UNC were not limited to 

the School of Public Health. He also made 

significant gifts for the renovation of Me-

morial Hall and to the Sonja Haynes Stone 

Center for Black Culture and History.

Donations may be made in Okun’s mem-

ory to the Dan Okun Scholarship Fund. 

Please make checks out to “UNC-CH School 

of Public Health Foundation, Inc.” and write 

“Dan Okun Scholarship Fund” in the memo 

field. Mail gifts to UNC School of Public 

Health, P.O. Box 309, Chapel Hill, N.C. 

27514-0309. You may give online at www.

sph.unc.edu/giving. For more information, 

contact Lyne Gamble at (919) 966-8368 or 

lyne_gamble@unc.edu. n

okun reMeMbered for pioneering Work  
in WaTer engineering  

dr. daniel a. okun, unc kenan diStinguiShed 

univerSity profeSSor eMerituS of environMental 

engineering, died dec.10, 2007, in chapel hill, n.c. he waS 90.

Dr. Daniel Okun
cr aig l. Michalak, administrator 

of the North Carolina Local Health 

Agency Accreditation Program man-

aged by the North Carolina Institute 

for Public Health (NCIPH) within the 

UNC School of Public Health, died on 

Aug. 20, 2007, after a valiant fight with 

leukemia. He was 59.

Michalak came to UNC in 2005, 

along with his wife, Sarah, a university 

librarian and associate provost for uni-

versity libraries at UNC-Chapel Hill. 

With an MBA from the University of 

California at Los Angeles, administra-

tive experience at the University of Utah 

and the University of California system, 

and several years in business, Michalak 

was a perfect fit to establish and admin-

ister the state’s first-ever local health 

agency accreditation program.

“Craig was a dear friend and a val-

ued colleague,” says Dr. Edward Baker, 

NCIPH director. “So many of us ben-

efited from his selfless service to public 

health in North Carolina and across the 

nation. Craig creatively built and man-

aged the North Carolina Local Health 

Agency Accreditation Program, the first 

such program in the United States. The 

program he helped build will serve as a 

lasting legacy to his dedicated service, and 

it will stand as a model for others across 

the nation to emulate.”

Donations may be made in Micha-

lak’s memory to a fund established in his 

honor by UNC Libraries. Please make 

checks out to “University Library,” and 

write “Craig Michalak Memorial Library 

Fund” in the memo field. Mail gifts to 

the Library Development Office, CB # 

3900, UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, 

N.C. 27514-8890. For more information, 

contact Sarah Poteete at (919) 843-5660 

or poteete@email.unc.edu. n
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for selfless service  
To public healTh

8 research director of the Health Research 

Foundation in Asheville, N.C.

In 1960, Tyroler joined the UNC Depart-

ment of Epidemiology faculty. He became 

a full professor in 1967 and was named 

Alumni Distinguished Professor in 1979. 

His career at UNC spanned more than 40 

years, during which he achieved national 

prominence for his work in the United States 

and internationally, including long-time 

consultancy to the World Health Organiza-

tion and the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. His influential studies in 

the areas of cardiovascular disease, genetic 

epidemiology, minority health, women’s 

health and international health reflect the 

range of his intellectual curiosity.

Tyroler earned election to the Institute 

of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences. 

His numerous honors include the American 

Heart Association’s Distinguished Achieve-

ment Award and Ancel Keys Lecture; the 

American Public Health Association’s John 

Snow Award; the UNC School of Public 

Health’s Edward G. McGavran Award for 

Excellence in Teaching and the Bernard G. 

Greenberg Alumni Endowment Award.

As a particularly fitting way to honor Al 

Tyroler’s life-long dedication to teaching and 

mentoring, a scholarship was established in 

his honor at UNC. Donations may be made 

in Tyroler’s memory with checks to “UNC-

CH School of Public Health Foundation, 

Inc.” referencing “H. A. Tyroler Scholarship” 

in the memo field. Mail gifts to UNC School 

of Public Health, P.O. Box 309, Chapel Hill, 

N.C. 27514-0309. You may give online at 

www.sph.unc.edu/giving. For more infor-

mation, contact Stephen Couch at (919) 

966-0219 or stephen_couch@unc.edu. n
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Dr. al Tyroler, in a photo taken circa 1977
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Dr. Daniel Okun, in a photo taken 
circa 1960s




