Public Health Career Spotlight:  Breast Cancer

Panelist Biographies


Keith Amos, MD

Keith D. Amos, MD is an Assistant Professor of Surgery at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine and the Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  He is a general surgical oncologist with specific interests in surgical therapies for breast, skin and endocrine malignancies.  

Dr. Amos is a native of Minden, Louisiana.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Xavier University of Louisiana.  He went on to obtain a doctorate in medicine from Harvard Medical School in 1997.  Dr. Amos trained in general surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital/Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis where he also served as the Administrative Chief Resident for Surgery in 2003-2004.  After surgical residency training, he completed a fellowship in surgical oncology at the University of Texas – M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.  He was appointed to a faculty position at the University of North Carolina School of Medicine and the Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center in 2007.   He was recently awarded a 2009 Robert D. Bryan Public Service Award from the UNC Center for Public Service.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Neasha Graves, MPA

Neasha Graves is the coordinator for the Community Outreach and Education Core in the UNC Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility.  In her current position, she coordinates environmental health outreach initiatives for various audiences throughout the state.  Her areas of expertise include teaching and administering programs for youth and adults in the public school, state government, nonprofit and university sectors, with particular focus on secondary education, adult literacy, environmental education and environmental health.  Prior to her position at UNC Chapel Hill, she was the public health program consultant for the NC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program in the NC Children’s Environmental Health Branch.  She also has experience working in community outreach for the NC Office of Environmental Education and as a high school social studies teacher.  Mrs. Graves earned her BA degree in History from Meredith College in Raleigh, NC and her Master’s degree in Public Administration from North Carolina Central University in Durham, NC.  

One aspect of the environmental health outreach Neasha conducts includes providing Breast Cancer, Genes and the Environment, a workshop designed to teach women about risk factors for breast cancer and ways to reduce those risks.  Neasha has conducted this workshop for 200 women and men in mostly rural communities and often requested by faith- and community-based groups.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Liza Makowski, PhD, MSc

Dr. Makowski is an Assistant Professor of Nutrition, a member of the Nutrition Obesity Research Center and Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center at UNC Chapel Hill. Dr. Makowski has a Ph.D. from the Department of Nutrition at the Harvard School of Public Health. She also obtained a Masters in Medicine as a Lucille Markey Fellow from Harvard Medical School during her Ph.D. studies. Her postdoctoral studies were completed in the Departments of Medicine and Pharmacology & Cancer Biology in the Duke Stedman Center for Nutrition and Metabolism. She has expertise in animal and cell culture-based obesity and diabetes/insulin resistance research, with a focus on mitochondrial metabolism, inflammation, using traditional molecular and biochemical techniques as well as microarray and metabolomic analysis.  She has received NRSA and NIH-LRP funding. She currently holds a K99/R00 to investigate macrophage mitochondria’s role in lipid metabolism and inflammation in obesity, and is co-principal investigator on a U01 to examine the effect of parity and obesity on breast cancer.  The role of inflammation is becoming increasingly recognized as a contributor to cancer pathogenesis; hence Liza is excited to be working on breast cancer.  In addition, Dr. Makowski’s mother is a breast cancer survivor only because she took part in a clinical trial 15 years ago. Liza is committed to finding new therapeutic targets to combat breast cancer.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Linda Rascoe, MEd, BSPH

Linda Rascoe is a graduate of the UNC School of Public Health with a BSPH in Health Education/Health Behavior and received her Master of Education Degree in Public Health Education from UNC Greensboro.  Linda has worked in Public Health, research and hospital care for the past 25 years.  Presently, Linda manages the state’s Cancer Prevention and Control Branch which oversees all cancer related activities to include: screening, diagnosis, treatment, and advocacy in NC.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Leslie Reinlib, PhD

Leslie Reinlib is a Health Scientist Administrator with the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, a component of the US National Institutes of Health. Among his major efforts is the Directorship for the Breast Cancer and the Environment Research Program, a nationwide study sponsored by NIEHS and NCI into the impact of exposures at specific life points such as puberty and pregnancy on the predisposition for breast cancer. He also develops and administrates programs in molecular and experimental carcinogenesis, environmental toxicology, and is the Director for the chain of Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers that support broad research on exposures, health, and disease at major US universities. Dr. Reinlib received a BS and MS in Biology from the University at Albany (Albany, NY) and a Doctorate in Natural Sciences and Biochemistry from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich, Switzerland, one of the world’s premier biomedical research centers. He was on the faculty of Tufts University – New England Medical Center and later the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine before joining the NIH intramural research program in 1990. In 1992, he moved to program development at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute where he mainly focused on basic science understanding of arrhythmia and heart failure. He joined NIEHS in 2003 in order to pursue insights on the environmental origins of breast cancer. Throughout his career, Dr. Reinlib has worked with laboratory and clinical investigators to focus on the cellular mechanisms of disease pathogenesis. He has published reports on cell therapies, environmental origins of lupus, mechanisms of heart failure, and second messenger regulation in a variety of health disorders.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Melissa Troester, PhD, MS, MPH

Melissa Troester received her PhD in Environmental Health Sciences from UNC School of Public Health in 2001, after which she completed a postdoc in Environmental Pathology studying breast cancer genomics.  She earned her MPH in Epidemiology in 2006, and has been studying breast cancer as an independent, tenure-track investigator since 2006.  She was recipient of a SPORE Career Development Award from 2008-2010.  Her work is funded by National Cancer Institute, Avon Foundation, and the National Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences.  She recently received a grant from the NIEHS to participate in the Breast Cancer and the Environment Research Program (BCERP), focusing on environmental etiology of an aggressive subtype of breast cancer called basal-like breast cancer.  
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