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Working Together, Building Bridges to Reduce Health Disparities

· Bridges is a collaboration between Community Health Worker (CHW) programs and the American Cancer Society, South Atlantic Division to increase breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screening through education and awareness. 

· Since mid-2009, Bridges partnerships have taken place throughout Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia to reach low income, rural and minority populations.
· Bridges partners include, but are not limited to, Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), free clinics, hospitals, state breast and cervical cancer early detection programs (BCCEDPs), health departments, and community organizations such as neighborhood associations.
· The Bridges program accomplished the following in the past 3 years (2009-12):
· 139 CHWs, representing nearly 60 organizations, participated in training.
· 29,429 individuals were educated on breast, cervical or colorectal cancer.
· 10,364 breast, cervical, and colorectal cancer screenings took place.
Bridges Training
· Interactive adult learning curriculum designed by a national expert on CHWs, based on the stages of change model.
· CHWs receive training on how to deliver cancer information targeted to the current needs of individuals and how to help overcome barriers to screening.
· Spanish adaptation of Bridges (Puentes a la salud) in development.

Program Goals and Expectations

· ACS provides training and ongoing support to CHWs.
· CHWs are expected to weave cancer messages into the work they are already doing.
· Each CHW is asked to provide education to at least 100 people, with emphasis on one-on-one conversation.
· CHWs are also asked to help navigate people to a minimum of 50 breast, cervical or colorectal cancer screenings.
· ACS offers a monetary incentive of up to $500 per CHW over the course of the yearlong partnership.
· Each CHW partner organization is asked to report data quarterly.
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Please contact Renee Malone at 804-527-3731 �or � HYPERLINK "mailto:renee.malone@cancer.org" �renee.malone@cancer.org� for more information.


Visit our website: www.acsbridges.org











