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Injury Prevention  
Research Center:  
PREVENT Institutes
What could be more sensible than stopping 
violence before it starts? The PREVENT 
(Preventing Violence Through Education, 
Networking and Training) Institutes have 

trained more than 900 violence prevention 
practitioners nationwide. Since PREVENT’s 
inception in 2003, the Institutes’ curriculum has 
covered the National Training Initiative’s core 
competencies in injury and violence prevention.

“These institutes have infused key public  
health skills into our nation’s violence 

prevention workforce,” says Dr. Stephen W. 
Marshall, Injury Prevention Research Center 
(IPRC) interim director. “They created a 
network of violence prevention practitioners 
equipped to engage in primary prevention.”

 IPRC’s reach is nationwide. Members 
have supported efforts that led to a state-
wide enactment of legislation banning cor-
poral punishment in Ohio schools. They 

worked to legislate a 
million-dollar budget 
increase to implement 
school bullying pre-
vention programs in 
Illinois and establish 
a statewide partner-
ship in New York that 
disseminates informa-
tion about parenting 

Every child on the playground thinks she’s 
invincible. Watch one swinging skyward;  

 another, rock climbing. In our adult lives, despite  
 accidents, injuries and violence, we all too often live 
 as if we were invincible, too. But through all stages  
 of life, we need protective policies and practices to 
 reduce chances of harm.

Dr. Stephen Marshall

Preventing accidents, 
injuries and violence
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concepts through a 
multistate planning 
process.

Shrikant I. 
Bangdiwala: 
Resilience 
despite abuse
Dr. Shrikant I. 
(Kant) Bangdiwala  

has focused his efforts at the IPRC on 
intimate partner violence and on chil-
dren who suffer from maltreatment  
and neglect.

“One of my most professionally reward-
ing research projects at IPRC was the 
Longitudinal Studies of Child Abuse and 
Neglect (LongSCAN),” he says. “It involved 
the first longitudinal study of children at 

risk for maltreatment or neglect and fac-
tors related to its occurrence and to chil-
dren’s resiliency. LongSCAN led me to study 
intrafamily violence and child maltreatment 
in the U.S. and intimate partner violence 
internationally. The latter was known as 
the World Studies of Abuse in the Family 
Environment (WorldSAFE). These two large, 
multicenter studies have led to important 
violence prevention policies.”

The IPRC is affiliated with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating 
Center for Safety Promotion, through which 
Bangdiwala conducts safety workshops for 
community groups worldwide.

Shelah S. Bloom:  
Measuring violence  
against women
As part of an international collaborative 
process including multiple U.S. govern-
ment agencies and U.N. agencies, Dr. Shelah 
S. Bloom, senior gender specialist of the  
MEASURE Evaluation Project, authored 
“Violence against women and girls: A com-
pendium of monitoring and evaluation indi-
cators.” (See http://bit.ly/FOo2W1.)

The publication is used worldwide by 
hundreds of managers, organization lead-
ers and policy makers and by the U.N. High 
Committee for Refugees to revise its inter-
national guidance on sexual- and gender-
based violence.

Carri Casteel:  
Danger behind the counter
Dr. Carri Casteel, research associate 
professor of epidemiology, develops and 
tests evidence-based programs designed to 
reduce robbery and related crimes in retail 
settings.

“Such programs feature employee train-
ing, good visibility and lighting, and min-
imum cash in registers,” she explains. 
“Inexpensive for businesses to implement, 
the programs especially benefit small, inde-
pendently-owned establishments.”

Casteel’s successful and well-received pro-
grams continue to provide vital information 
to business owners. 

Vangie Foshee:  
Teen dating abuse— 
prevalent, preventable
Here are frightening statistics for parents of 
teen girls and boys: one in ten has experi-
enced physical dating violence; one in three, 
psychological dating abuse. Resultant health 
risks include substance abuse, depression 
and suicide.

Dr. Vangie Foshee, professor of health 
behavior and health education, studies fac-
tors that predict teen dating abuse and devel-
ops and evaluates prevention programs. 
“Prevention,” she says, “promotes healthy 
adolescent development and stops family 
violence cycles.”

Dr. Kant Bangdiwala

“ ““Prevention promotes healthy 
adolescent development and stops 
family violence cycles.”
—Vangie A. Foshee, PhD, professor, health behavior 
    and health education
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Foshee’s school-based Safe Dates program  
has achieved global success, reaching 600,000 
people. Her Families for Safe Dates program 
enhances communication between teens 
and adults. Both programs dramatically 
decreased teens’ acceptance of dating abuse 
and, more importantly, had effect upon pre-
venting teen abuse behaviors. 

Jonathan Kotch:  
Giving children a head start
Head Start serves more than one million 
low-income children in the U.S. Since 1964, 
the program has educated young chil-
dren, empowered families and changed 
communities. 

In 2011, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics received funding for the Head 
Start National Center on Health. Dr. 
Jonathan Kotch, in collaboration with other 
experts in emergency management, public 
health preparedness and response in child 
care, leads efforts to adapt curricula on 
Emergency Preparedness and Response for 
Child Care for use in Head Start and Early 
Head Start.

Read a Carolina Public Health feature 
about Kotch at www.sph.unc.edu/cph/kotch. 

 
—JB SheltonDr. Jonathan Kotch and his grandson Daniel
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STAY CONNECTED 
WITH US!
 
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
uncpublichealth
 
Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/
uncpublichealth
 
Check out our students’ 
“flash mob” dance
www.youtube.com/
uncpublichealth

Here are frightening statistics for parents 
of teen girls and boys: one in ten has 
experienced physical dating violence; one 
in three, psychological dating abuse.
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Prevention Research Center

WHO Cares

Sandra Martin works with the World Health Organization (WHO) to  
assure optimal care for women survivors of domestic violence and 

sexual assault. 

Dr. Sandra Martin’s career has been devoted to preventing violence and helping violence survivors recover 
from trauma. Martin’s research has focused on violence during pregnancy, the role of substance abuse 

in violence, and the impact of domestic violence and sexual assault programs for violence survivors, 
among other topics. 

She knows well that domestic violence and sexual assault are common global problems that result in extensive  
health problems. 

Women violence survivors rely on health-care services more often than do other women as they deal with the physi-
cal, emotional and mental health problems associated with this trauma.

Research shows that recovery from domestic violence and sexual assault should be grounded in comprehensive, 
gender-sensitive health-care services addressing survivors’ many needs. Such comprehensive care includes crisis 

intervention, social work and legal services, which are beneficial in helping women reclaim their lives. 
Many health-care professionals do not have sufficient training to care for women violence survivors. Therefore, 

the World Health Organization (WHO) aims to develop appropriate guidelines. Such guidelines will help raise 
awareness and educate health-care providers and policy makers about the need to initiate strong, relevant 

responses to violence against women. 
Martin serves on the six-person Guideline Steering Group for the project. The group’s work is based 

on extensive, systematic reviews of scientific literature and input from international professionals who 
study violence against women.

“It has been a true honor to work with WHO and the global experts who have helped develop these 
guidelines,” Martin says. “We all hope that this collaborative undertaking will help to improve the 

health and well-being of millions of women worldwide whose lives have been touched by violence.” 

—JB Shelton

Sandra L. Martin, PhD, is professor of maternal and child health and associate dean for research 
at the School. 

Dr. Sandra Martin


