
 

Criterion 2 
Instructional Programs 

2.1 Master of Public Health and  
Other Degree Programs 

 
CEPH Criterion 
 
The school shall offer instructional programs reflecting its stated mission and goals, leading 
to the Master of Public Health (MPH) or equivalent professional master’s degree in at least 
the five areas of knowledge basic to public health. The school may offer other degrees, 
professional and academic, and other areas of specialization, if consistent with its mission 
and resources. 
 
CEPH Required Documentation 
 
a. An instructional matrix (see CEPH Data Template C) presenting all of the school’s 

degree programs and areas of specialization, including undergraduate degrees, if any. If 
multiple areas of specialization are available within departments or academic units 
shown on the matrix, these should be included. The matrix should distinguish between 
professional and academic degrees and identify any programs that are offered in 
distance learning or other formats. Non-degree programs, such as certificates or 
continuing education, should not be included in the matrix.                                                                 
 

b. The school bulletin or other official publication, which describes all curricula offered by 
the school for all degree programs. If the school does not publish a bulletin or other 
official publication, it must provide for each degree program and area of concentration 
identified in the instructional matrix a printed description of the curriculum, including a list 
of required courses and their course descriptions.                                                         
 

c. Assessment of the extent to which this criterion is met. 
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2.1.a. Instructional Matrix 
 
Required Documentation: An instructional matrix (see CEPH Data Template C) presenting all of the 
school’s degree programs and areas of specialization, including undergraduate degrees, if any. If 
multiple areas of specialization are available within departments or academic units shown on the 
matrix, these should be included. The matrix should distinguish between professional and academic 
degrees and identify any programs that are offered in distance learning or other formats. Non-degree 
programs, such as certificates or continuing education, should not be included in the matrix. 
 
The school has seven departments and one program that offer nine professional and 
academic degrees; see table 2.1.a, Instructional Matrix (Template C). Degrees range from 
the BSPH (in four departments), to six master’s degrees (MPH, MSPH, MHA, MS, MSCR, 
MSEE), and two doctoral degrees (DrPH in four departments and PhD in seven). Some 
departments offer the same degree with distinct subspecialties with an additional set of 
requirements. The school also offers eleven dual degree options. 
 
Appendix 2.1.a. describes the courses that comprise the school’s four informal certificates 
(specific academic concentrations within degree programs): Global Health Certificate, 
Interdisciplinary Certificate in Health Disparities, Certificate in Interdisciplinary Health 
Communication, and Certificate in Public Health Ethics. Criterion 3.3 discusses the school’s 
five formal certificates (self-contained continuing education programs independent of degree 
programs): the Certificate Program in Community Preparedness and Disaster Management; 
the Certificate in Core Public Health Concepts; the Certificate in Field Epidemiology; the 
Public Health Leadership Certificate, and the Occupational Health Nursing Certificate. 
 
2.1.b. School Bulletin 
 
Required Documentation: The school bulletin or other official publication, which describes all 
curricula offered by the school for all degree programs. If the school does not publish a bulletin or 
other official publication, it must provide for each degree program and area of concentration identified 
in the instructional matrix a printed description of the curriculum, including a list of required courses 
and their course descriptions. 
 
The Graduate School Record lists and describes school courses by department 
(http://tinyurl.com/gradrecord). The Undergraduate Bulletin provides the same information 
but also includes extended degree program and curricula descriptions 
(http://www.unc.edu/ugradbulletin/). Department web pages provide the most complete 
information on courses for each department. The School Bulletin describes the curriculum 
(including required courses and their descriptions) for each degree program and area of 
concentration identified in the instructional matrix. (These publications are all in the 
Resource File.) Criterion 2.2.b., Professional Degree Program Minimum Requirements, 
summarizes curriculum information by type of degree.  
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Table 2.1.a. Instructional Matrix – Degree/Specialization                                         Academic              Professional 
Bachelor’s Degrees 
BSPH/Biostatistics   X 
BSPH/Environmental Sciences and Engineering  X 
BSPH/Health Policy and Management, Residential Program  X 
BSPH/Nutrition  X 
Master’s Degrees 
MPH/Biostatistics  X 
MPH/ Environmental Sciences and Engineering  X 
MPH/Epidemiology   X 
MPH/Health Behavior and Health Education   X 
MPH/Health Policy and Management, Residential Program   X 
MPH/Health Policy & Management, Executive Program*   X 
MPH/Maternal and Child Health   X 
MPH/Nutrition   X 
MPH/Public Health Leadership, Residential   X 
MPH/Public Health Leadership, Distance  X 
MSPH/ Environmental Sciences and Engineering  X 
MSPH/Epidemiology  X 
MSPH/Health Policy and Management, Residential Program   X 
MSPH/Maternal and Child Health   X 
MSPH/Nutrition   X 
MHA/Health Policy and Management, Residential Program  X 
MHA/Health Policy & Management, Executive Program*   X 
MS/Biostatistics X  
MS/ Environmental Sciences and Engineering X  
MS/Public Health Leadership, Public Health Nursing  X  
MS/Public Health Leadership, Occupational Health Nursing  X  
MSCR/Epidemiology X  
MSEE/Environmental Engineering X  
Doctoral Degrees  
DrPH/Biostatistics  X 
DrPH/Health Policy & Management, Executive Program*  X 
DrPH/Maternal and Child Health   X 
DrPH/Nutrition (discontinued as of fall 2010)  X 
PhD/Biostatistics X  
PhD/ Environmental Sciences and Engineering X  
PhD/Epidemiology  X  
PhD/Health Behavior and Health Education  X  
PhD/Health Policy and Management, Residential Program  X  
PhD/Maternal and Child Health  X  
PhD/Nutrition  X  
Continued on next page (Dual Degrees)   
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Table 2.1.a. Instructional Matrix – Degree/Specialization, continued                       Academic              Professional 
Dual Degrees 
MPH/MRP, Health Behavior and Health Education, Regional 
Planning 

 X 

MSPH/MBA, Health Policy and Management, Business 
Administration 

 X 

MSPH/MSIS, Health Policy & Management, Information & Library 
Sci 

 X 

MSPH/MSLS, Health Policy & Management, Information & Library 
Sci 

 X 

MSPH/MRP, Health Policy and Management, Regional Planning  X 
MSPH/MSW, Maternal and Child Health, Social Work  X 
MSPH/DPT, Maternal & Child Health, Allied Health (Physical 
Therapy) 

 X 

MHA/MBA, Health Policy and Management, Business 
Administration 

 X 

MHA/MSIS, Health Policy & Management, Information & Library Sci  X 
MHA/MSLS, Health Policy & Management, Information & Library Sci  X 
MHA/MRP, Health Policy and Management, Regional Planning  X 
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2.1.c. Assessment of Degree Programs 
 
Required Documentation:  Assessment of the extent to which this criterion is met. 
 
Strengths 
 Detailed degree and course information available for each department  

 
 All curriculum information available on the Web 

 
 Most course syllabi available on the Web—in response to students’ request   

 
Challenges 
 
 Locating program information that currently is not all in one place 

 
 Comparing information across departments or degrees  

 
 Navigating the school website, which is not always user-friendly 

 
Future Directions 
 
 Work closely with students, chairs, student services manager, and others to enhance 

accessibility of curricula and course information, and assure that students have the 
information they need to make informed course decisions 
 

 Establishing a single source of information for certificates offered by the school 
 

 Reconcile the inherent tension between the 20th century print world and the 21st century 
digital world to assure that information provided about courses and policies is accurate, 
accessible, and easy to use 

 
This Criterion is met. 
 


