
 
 
 
 

HPAA 872 

Proposal Writing for  
Health Policy & Services Research  

(Credit Hours: 3) 
Department of Health Policy and Management 

Gillings School of Global Public Health 
 

Spring, 2009 Syllabus 
Class Location (123 Rosneau Hall) 

Meeting Times (T 2:30-5:00) 
 

Faculty: Joe Morrissey Faculty: Jaya Rao 
Office: 1105C McGavran-Green & 

126 Sheps Center 
Office: 2202 Kerr Hall 

Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
Email: joe_morrissey@unc.edu Email: jkrao@email.unc.edu 
Phone: 966-7196 Phone: 962-4334 

Office Hours: By appointment Office Hours: By appointment 
 
 

Course Overview 
 
 

The focus of this seminar is on the logic and principles for crafting research proposals on health 
policy and health services in a compelling manner and for critically evaluating their strengths 
and weaknesses. The seminar aims to develop and enhance student skills in proposal writing 
and presentation through a variety of oral and narrative assignments. Each student will prepare 
an original research proposal following NIH guidelines including: abstract, specific aims, 
background and significance, preliminary studies, methods, and human subjects. 
 

 
 

Learning Objectives and HPM Competencies 
 
 

  
Course Learning Objectives 
 

 
Competencies 

1 Learn some basic principles about how to 
conceptualize and write fundable health policy and 
services research proposals within the NIH 
investigator-initiated (R0-1) framework. 
 

Analytical Thinking, Information 
Seeking, 
 

2 Understand the NIH research review process—its 
culture, structure, procedures, timetables, and 
outcomes—and how it differs from the contract 

Information Seeking 
Professionalism 
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research environment. 
 

3 Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
three previously funded research proposals in a 
NIH mock review format working with a team of 
other students. 
 

Analytical thinking 
Team Dynamics 
Communication Skills 
Professionalism 
Interpersonal Awareness 

4 Develop your own research proposal following 
NIH or AHRQ guidelines for a doctoral dissertation 
(R36) or small grant (R03) . 
 

Analytical thinking 
Innovative thinking 
Communication Skills 
Professionalism 
 

5 Gain experience with oral presentation of your 
research ideas and proposals.  
 

Analytical Thinking 
Innovative Thinking 
Communication Skills 
Professionalism 
 

6 Jump-start plans for your own dissertation proposal 
and for seeking dissertation grant funding  

Analytical thinking 
Accountability 
 
 

 
 

Resources 
 
 

Website 
 

HPM 872 has its own website using Blackboard software.  (See http://blackboard.unc.edu.)  
This syllabus and the assigned readings are on the website. 
 

Be sure to check that the email address Blackboard has for you is correct.  Click on the “Bb 
Desktop” tab in Blackboard and then click on “Personal Information.”  If you need to change 
your email address, click on “Edit Personal Information” and follow the directions.  Note that 
you need to change your email address in both Blackboard and the On-Line Campus Directory. 
 

Texts 
 

Locke L, Spirduso W, & Silverman S. PROPOSALS THAT WORK: A GUIDE FOR PLANNING 
DISSERTATIONS AND GRANT PROPOSALS. 4th Ed. Sage, 2000.  
 
Ries J, Leukefeld C. APPLYING FOR RESEARCH FUNDING: GETTING STARTED AND GETTING FUNDED. 
Sage,1995.  
 
Friedland AJ & Folt CL, WRITING SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE PROPOSALS. Yale University Press, 2000.
 

Web Sources 
 

There are many internet based sources of information about research grants. We will focus on 
those at AHRQ (www.ahrq.gov) and at NIH (www.nih.gov; also see www.grants.gov). The 
individual institutes at NIH often have a variety of resources and tutorials on their pages for grant 
writers. Several have dissertation research grant opportunities. 
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UNC-CH Resources 
 
 

The GrantSource Library (http://research.unc.edu/grantsource/index.php) maintains a 
searchable database on funding sources for independent research, collaborative projects, 
fellowships, travel and other scholarly activities. Staff assistance is available on the best use of 
these resources. 
 
This course is writing-intensive and it will challenge your ability to communicate with clear, 
concise, and grammatically correct language. The UNC-CH Learning Center 
(http://learningcenter.unc.edu) provides assistance and tutoring in expository writing. All 
students are encouraged to make use of this resource, especially international students for whom 
English is not a first language. Research proposals never stand on science alone; they must be 
carefully crafted and presented in a clear and compelling way if they are going to be successful.  
 
 

 
 

Requirements and Expectations 
 
 

Written and Oral Assignments 
 

 
1.  Several one to four-page written assignments to (a) draft sections of your own research 

proposal (see #4 below) or to (b) practice aspects of research proposal composition and 
presentation. 

 
2.  One 1-2 page written critique of the strengths and weaknesses of an assigned research 

proposal as part of a Mock Review exercise.  
 
3.  Three other 1-2 page written assessments (one for each of the 3 research proposals that 

will be considered during the semester), identifying strengths and weaknesses of the 
way the research plan is organized and presented. 

 
4.  Brief oral reports at various stages of writing your own research proposal, culminating in 

a 15 min. presentation of your completed proposal during the last two class sessions 
(Due: April 14 or 21, 2009 as assigned). 

 
5.  A 10-15 page (single-space) research proposal that follows NIH/AHRQ guidelines and 

the proposal writing strategies presented during the course using PHS-398 application 
forms. (Due: April 21, 2009) 

 
 
 

Class Participation 
 

Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss their own research proposals and to 
offer constructive comments on proposals written by other students. . Learning how to give and 
receive constructive feedback is an essential grantwriting skill.  
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Laptops 
 

Laptops may be used in class only for taking notes and for looking up information relevant to 
the topic being discussed. 
 
 

 
 

Evaluation Method 
 
 

Grades 
 

 
 

Component 
 

 

% of Grade 
 

Final Research Proposal 40% 
Other Written Assignments 25% 
Oral Presentations 20% 
Class Participation 15% 
  TOTAL 100% 

 

 

Evaluation Criteria 
 

• Effective, appropriate application of course materials and other resources in oral and 
written assignments. 

• Identification of hypotheses for health services/health policy research that are informed 
by theoretical knowledge and appropriate conceptual models.  

• Logical, appropriate, evidence-based presentation of research aims, significance, 
proposed design, data collection, analyses, and dissemination plans in interim modules 
and in final research proposal. 

• Clarity and effectiveness of oral presentations and slides. 
 

 
 

UNC Honor Code 
 

The principles of academic honesty, integrity, and responsible citizenship govern the 
performance of all academic work and student conduct at the University as they have during 
the long life of this institution. Your acceptance of enrollment in the University presupposes a 
commitment to the principles embodied in the Code of Student Conduct and a respect for this 
most significant Carolina tradition. Your reward is in the practice of these principles. 
 
Your participation in this course comes with the expectation that your work will be completed 
in full observance of the Honor Code.  Academic dishonesty in any form is unacceptable, 
because any breach in academic integrity, however small, strikes destructively at the 
University's life and work. 
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UNC Honor Code-cont’d 
 
If you have any questions about your responsibility or the responsibility of faculty 
members under the Honor Code, please consult with someone in either the Office of the 
Student Attorney General (966-4084) or the Office of the Dean of Students (966-4042). 

 
Read “The Instrument of Student Judicial Governance” (http://instrument.unc.edu). 
 
 

 
Course Evaluation 
 

 

The Department of Health Policy and Administration is participating in the Carolina Course 
Evaluation System (CES), the university's new online course evaluation tool, enabled at the end 
of each semester.  Your responses will be anonymous, with feedback provided in the aggregate; 
open-ended comments will be shared with instructors, but not identified with individual 
students.  Your participation in CES is a course requirement, as providing constructive feedback 
is a professional expectation.  Such feedback is critical to improving the quality of our courses, 
as well as providing input to the assessment of your instructors. 
 
 
  


