TOXC 722/ENVR 722 Spring Semester 2007

TITLE: 

TOXICOLOGY SEMINAR
COURSE NUMBER:
TOXC 722/ENVR 722
CREDIT:

1 credit hour
TIME:


4:00 – 4:50 Monday
LOCATION:

1131 Bioinformatics Building (with the exception of January 29, 2007)
PREREQUISITES:
None 
FACULTY:


Ivan Rusyn (Director)

0031 MHRC

iir@unc.edu


843-2596
COURSE PURPOSE:

This course is designed for graduate students in Toxicology, Environmental Health Sciences and related disciplines. Weekly presentations by distinguished national and international scholars in toxicology, local (UNC, NIEHS, EPA, CIIT) Toxicology faculty, and graduate students and postdoctoral trainees will focus on various contemporary issues in toxicology, environmental sciences, molecular biology, genetics, medicine, and other areas of interest. The course is designed to: (i) disseminate new knowledge in the disciplines of toxicology and environmental health sciences; (ii) facilitate exchange of information between on- and off-campus faculty, students and postdoctoral trainees; (iii) increase cohesiveness of the graduate program in Toxicology; and (iv) provide an opportunity for graduate students and postdoctoral trainees to present their research at least once a year.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will consist of 40-45 minute presentations by the outside invited speakers (3-4 per semester), local faculty (1-2 per semester), advanced (2+ years in the Ph.D. program) graduate students (7-8 per semester), and postdoctoral trainees (1-2 per semester). The presentations will cover all areas of research in toxicology such as, cellular and molecular toxicology, molecular carcinogenesis and mutagenesis, target organ toxicity, developmental toxicology, and others. The presentations will be followed by a 10-15 minute question-and-answer period. The students are expected to develop a comprehensive understanding of contemporary issues in toxicology and environmental health sciences and to be well prepared to present their own research goals and findings, as well as be able to discuss the significance of their findings, future directions, potential pitfalls and alternative approaches. All Curriculum in Toxicology graduate students are required to register for this class for the Fall and Spring semester until graduation. The students who seek a Ph.D. degree and have passed a written doctoral exam are required to present a seminar on her/his research once a year. Attendance by all Toxicology graduate students, regardless of their year of study, and by Toxicology postdoctoral trainees is required. Curriculum in Toxicology on- and off-campus faculty are encouraged to attend and participate at least 1/3 of the time to be considered eligible for maintaining their status as the Curriculum in Toxicology Training Grant faculty.
GRADES:

Grades will be based on:
Attendance:

UNC Curriculum in Toxicology students: 

When a student is scheduled to present during a given semester, 75% (75 points maximum) of the course grade is based on the number of seminars he/she attended in that semester. Remaining 25% of the grade for that semester is determined based on the presentation quality (see below).

When a student is not scheduled to present during a given semester, the grade is based only on attendance (100 points maximum).

Students who are enrolled in a graduate program outside of the Curriculum in Toxicology:

 
If a student has spent less than 2 years pursuing his/her graduate degree, the grade is based only on attendance (100 points maximum). 


If a student has spent more than 2 years pursuing his/her graduate degree, the grading will be identical to that for the Toxicology graduate students (see above).

Note: 
When a student (regardless of affiliation) misses a seminar without prior approval given by the course Director/Co-Director, 5 points are deducted from the final grade. Non-excused absence of more than 3 seminars in a semester constitutes a failure to complete this course. 
Presentation:

 
Advanced graduate students (2+ years in the Ph.D. program regardless of the affiliation): 25% (25 points maximum) of the course grade is based on the quality of the presentation. Since it is recognized that graduate students are at different stages of their dissertation research at the time they are scheduled to present, the amount of new data in each student’s presentation will not influence the grade. However, reasonable progress in later years is absolutely expected.
	Total Points Scored
	Descriptor
	Final Grade

	100 – 91
	Excellent
	H

	90 – 86
	Very Good
	P+

	85 – 76
	Good
	P

	75 – 71
	Mostly Satisfactory
	P-

	70 – 60
	Marginally Adequate
	L

	<60
	Insufficient
	F


Note:
Students who have determined the date for their dissertation defense should schedule a seminar presentation in TOXC 722 prior to that date. If a student does successfully defend his/her Ph.D. dissertation prior to a scheduled appearance in TOXC 722, the student is not required to attend the remaining seminars, but must make arrangements for a presentation to occur in order to receive a passable grade in this course. The latter can be achieved through, but is not limited to, re-scheduling the presentation date, arranging for another member of the laboratory (who is substantially knowledgeable on the subject, preferably the Graduate mentor) to present, or finding other acceptable substitute. All changes must be approved by a course director/co-director at least two weeks prior to the scheduled presentation date. If a student defends his/her Ph.D. dissertation before the end of a semester, the student is encouraged, but not required, to attend the remaining seminars and a passable grade will be assigned at the end of the semester.
READING MATERIALS: None
Spring 2007 Schedule:
	January 15, 2007 (Monday)
	No class – Holiday: MLK Jr. Birthday

	January 22, 2007 (Monday)

4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Ashley Rivenbark
DNA-methylation dependent silencing of CST6 in human breast cancer

	January 29, 2007 (Monday)

3 – 5 pm

Location TBA
	UNC Toxicology Student Poster Session

	February 5, 2007 (Monday)

4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	April Luke

DNA damage response to naphthalene metabolites in DT40 mutant cells

	February 12, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131 
	Irene Baskeville-Abraham

Molecular dosimetry of platinum chemotherapeutics

	February 19, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Cordelia Barrick
Genetic modifiers prevent left ventricular hypertrophy in the Egfr wa2 mouse model of aortic stenosis

	February 26, 2007 (Monday)  

4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Joshua Harrill
Dose-response modeling of the genomic response of rat cerebrocortical tissue to pyrethroid insecticides in vivo

	March 5, 2007 (Monday)

4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Jonathan Ciencewicki
Effects of Diesel Exhaust on the Host Immune Response to Respiratory Viral Infection 

	March 12, 2007 (Monday)
	No class – Spring Break

	March 19, 2007 (Monday)
	North Carolina Regional Chapter of the Society of Toxicology Meeting (Location: EPA Campus, RTP) – Students are encouraged to attend

	March 26, 2007 (Monday)
	No class – Society of Toxicology Meeting (Charlotte, NC)

	April 2, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Stephen Godin
Species differences in the metabolism of pyrethroid pesticides

	April 9, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Lindsey Smith
New developments in the regulation of apoptosis by glucocorticoids
Monica High
Cx3cr1 contributes to Ozone-induced pulmonary inflammation in mice

	April 16, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Yusupha Sey

Metabolism and pharmacokinetics of the antifungal agent Triadimefon

	April 23, 2007 (Monday)
4 – 5 pm

Bioinformatics Bldg. 1131
	Alison Hege
Combining a mouse model of the human population with toxicogenomics enables identification of genetic sensitivity factors to drug-induced liver injury
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